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LETTER  XVII, 

DEAR  BECKFORD,  Agrigentuir,  Julie  ntlx. 


WE  left  the  port  of  Malta  in  a  fpa- 
ronaro  which  we  hired  to  convey  us 
to  this  city. 

We  coafted  along  the  illand,  and  went 
to  take  a  view  of  the  north-port,  its  forti¬ 
fications  and  lazaretto.  All  thefe  are  very 
great,  and  more  like  the  works  of  a  mighty 
and  powerful  people,  than  of  fo  fmall  a 
Vol.  II.  B  date. 
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ftate.  The  mortars  cut  out  of  the  rock  are 
a  tremendous  invention.  There  are  about 
fifty  of  them,  near  the  different  creeks  and 
landing-places  round  the  ifland.  They  are 
directed  at  the  moft  probable  fpots  where 
boats  would  attempt  a  landing.  The  mouths 
of  fome  of  thefe  mortars  are  about  fix  feet 
wide,  and  they  are  faid  to  throw  a  hundred 
cantars  of  cannon-ball  or  ftones.  A  cantar 
is,  I  think,  about  a  hundred  pound  weight; 
fo  that  if  they  do  take  place,  they  mu  ft 
make  a  dreadful  havock  amongft  a  debark¬ 
ation  of  boats. 

The  diftance  of  Malta  from  Gozzo  is 
not  above  four  or  five  miles,  and  the  fmall 
ifland  of  Commino  lies  betwixt  them. 
The  coafts  of  all  the  three  are  bare  and 
barren,  but  covered  over  with  towers,  re¬ 
doubts,  and  fortifications  of  various  kinds. 

As  Gozzo  is  fuppofed  to  be  the  celebrated 
ifland  of  Galypfo,  you  may  believe  we  ex- 
8  pefted 
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peded  fomething  very  fine;  but  we  were 
difappointed.  It  muft  either  be  greatly 
rallen  off  fince  the  time  {he  inhabited  it, 
or  the  archbifhop  of  Cambray,  as  well  as 
Homer,  mu  ft  have  flattered  greatly  in 
their  painting.  We  looked,  as  we  went 
along  the  coaft,  for  the  grotto  of  the  goddefs, 
but  could  fee  nothing  that  refembled  it. 
Neither  could  we  obferve  thofe  verdant 
banks  eternally  covered  with  flowers;  nor 
thofe  lofty  trees  for  ever  in  blofTom,  that 
loft  their  heads  in  the  clouds,  and  afforded 
a  fhade  to  the  facred  baths  of  her  and  her 
nymphs.  YVefaw,  indeed,  fome  nymphs; 
but  as  neither  Calypfo  nor  Eucharis  feemed 
to  be  of  the  number,  we  paid  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  them,  and  I  was  in  no  apprehenfion 
about  my  Teiemachus:  Indeed,  it  would 
have  required  an  imagination  as  ftrong  as 
Don  Quixote’s,  to  have  brought  about 
the  metamorphofis. 

Finding  our  hopes  fruftrated,  we  Ordered 
our  bailors  to  pull  out  to  fea,  and  bid  adieu 
B  2  to 
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to  the  ifland  of  Calypfo,  concluding,  either 
that  our  intelligence  was  falfe,  or  that 
both  the  ifland  and  its  inhabitants  were 
greatly  changed.  We  foon  found  ourfelves 
once  more  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves : 
Night  came  on,  and  our  rowers  began  their 
evening  fong  to  the  Virgin,  and  beat  time 
with  their  oars.  Their  offering  was  ac¬ 
ceptable;  for  we  had  the  moft  delightful 
weather.  We  wrapt  ourfelves  up  in  our 
cloaks,  and  flept  moft  comfortably,  having 
provided  mattrafles  at  Malta.  By  a  little 
after  day-break,  we  found  we  had  got  with¬ 
out  fight  of  all  the  iflands,  and  faw  only  a 
part  of  mount  iEtna  fmoking  above  the 
waters.  The  wind  fprung  up  fair,  and  by 
ten  o’clock  we  had  fight  of  the  coaft  of 
Sicily. 

On  confidering  the  fmallnefs  of  our 
boat,  and  the  great  breadth  of  this  paffage, 
we  could  not  help  admiring  the  temerity 
of  thefe  people,  who,  at  all  feafons  of  the 
year,  venture  to  Sicily  in  thefe  diminutive 
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veflels  ;  yet  it  is  very  feldom  that  any  acci¬ 
dent  happens ;  they  are  fo  perfe&ly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  weather,  foretelling, 
almoft  to  a  certainty,  every  ftorm,  many 
hours  before  it  comes  on.  The  failors  look 
upon  this  paffage  as  one  of  the  moft  ftormy 
and  dangerous  in  the  Mediterranean.  It  is 
called  the  canal  of  Malta,  and  is  much 
dreaded  by  the  Levant  fhips  ;  but  indeed, 
at  this  feafon,  there  is  no  danger. 

We  arrived  at  Sicily  a  little  before  fun-. 
fet,  and  landed  oppofite  to  Ragufa,  and 
not  far  from  the  ruins  of  the  little  Hybla  ; 
the  third  town  of  that  name  in  the  ifland,. 
diftinguiihed  by  the  epithets  of  the  Great, 
(near  mount  fEtna)  the  Lefler,  (near  Au» 
gufta)  and  the  Little  (juft  by  Ragufa). 
Here  we  found  a  fine  fandy  beach,  and 
whilft  the  fervants  were  employed  in 
dreffing  fupper,  we  amufed  ourfelves  with 
bathing  and  gathering  fhells,  of  which 
there  is  a  confiderable  variety.  We  were. 

B  3  in 


After  fupper,  we  again  launched  our 
bark,  and  went  to  fea.  The  wind  was  fa¬ 
vourable  as  we  could  with.  We  had  our 
nightly  ferenade  as  ufual,  and  the  next 
day,  by  twelve  o’clock,  we  reached  the  ce¬ 
lebrated  port  of  Agrigentum. 


The  captain  of  the  port  gave  us  a  polite 
reception,  and  infilled  on  accompanying 
us  to  the  city,  which  Hands  near  the  top  of 
a  mountain,  four  miles  diftant  from  the 
haroour,  and  about  eleven  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  road 
on  each  fide  is  bordered  by  a  row  of  ex¬ 
ceeding  large  American  aloes :  upwards  of 
one  third  of  them  being  at  prefent  in  full 
blow,  and  making  the  moll  beautiful  ap¬ 
pearance 
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pearance  that  can  be  imagined.  The 
flower-ftems  of  this  noble  plant  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  betwixt  twenty  and  thirty  feet  high, 
(fome  of  them  more)  and  are  covered  with 
flowers  from  top  to  bottom ;  which  taper 
regularly,  and  form  a  beautiful  kind  of  py¬ 
ramid,  the  bafe  or  pedeftal  of  which  is  the 
fine  fpreading  leaves  of  the  plant.  As  this 
is  efieemed,  in  northern  countries,  one  of 
the  greateft  curiofities  of  the  vegetable 
tribe,  we  were  happy  at  feeing  it  in  fo 
great  perfection  ;  much  greater,  I  think,, 
than  I  had  ever  feen  it  before. 

With  us,  I  think,  it  is  vulgarly  reckon¬ 
ed,  (though  I  believe  falfely)  that  they  only 
flower  once  in  a  hundred  years.  Here  I 
was  informed,  that,  at  the  lateft,  they 
always  blow  the  fixth  year ;  but  for  the 
moft  part  the  fifth. — As  the  whole  fub- 
ftance  of  the  plant  is  carried  into  the  ftem 
and  the  flowers,  the  leaves  begin  to  de-,. 
cay  as  foon  as  the  blow  is  completed,  and 

B  4  a  nu.- 
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a  numerous  offspring  of  young  plants  are 
produced  round  the  root  of  the  old  one  j 
thefe  are  flip  d  off,  and  formed  into  new 
plantations,  either  for  hedges  or  for  avenues 
to  their  country-hcufes. 

The  city  of  Agrigentum,  now  called 
Girgenti,  is  irregular  and  ugly  ;  though 
from  a  few  miles  diftance  at  fea,  it  makes 
a  noble  appearance,  little  inferior  to  that 
of  Genoa.— As  it  lies  on  the  Hope  of  the 
mountain,  the  houfes  do  not  hide  one  an-» 
other;  but  every  part  of  the  city  is  feen. 

On  our  arrival,  we  found  a  great  falling 
off  indeed;  the  houfes  are  mean,  the  ftreets 
dirty,  crooked,  and  narrow. — It  fill  com 
tains  near  twenty  thoufand  people  ;  a 
fad  reduction  from  its  ancient  grandeur, 
when  it  was  faid  to  confift  of  no  lefs  than 
eight  hundred  thoufand,  being  the  next 
pity  to  Syracufe  for  numbers. 


The 
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The  Canonico  Spoto,  from  Mr.  Ha¬ 
milton’s  letter,  and  from  our  former  ac¬ 
quaintance  with  him  at  Naples,  gave  us  a 
kind  and  a  hofpitable  reception.  He  in¬ 
filled  on  our  being  his  guefts ;  and  we 
are  now  in  his  houfe,  comfortably  lodged, 
and  elegantly  entertained,  which,  after  our 
crowded  little  apartment  in  the  fparonaro, 
js  by  no  means  a  difagreeable  change. — » 
farewell.  I  lhall  write  you  again  foon. 


Ever  yours, 


LETTER  XVIII. 

Agrigentum,  June  12th. 

E  are  juft  now  returned  from  examin¬ 
ing  the  antiquities  of  Agrigentum, 
the  moft  confiderable,  perhaps,  of  any  in 
Sicily. 

The  ruins  of  the  ancient  city  lie  about  a 
Ihort  mile  from  the  modern  one.  Thefe, 
like  the  ruins  of  Syracufe,  are  moftly  con¬ 
verted  into  corn-fields,  vineyards,  and  orch¬ 
ards  $  but  the  remains  of  the  temples  here, 
are  much  more  confpicuous  than  thofe 
of  Syracufe.  Four  of  thefe  have  flood 
pretty  much  in  a  right  line,  near  the  fouth 
wall  of  the  city.  The  firft  they  call  the 
temple  of  Venus  ;  almoft  one  half  of  which 
ftill  remains.  The  fecond  is  that  of  Con¬ 
cord  :  It  may  be  confidered  as  entire,  not 
one  column  having  as  yet  fallen.  It  is 

precifely 
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precifely  of  the  fame  dimenfions  and  fame 
archite&ure  as  that  of  Venus,  which  had 
probably  ferved  as  the  model  for  it.  By  the 
following  infcription,  found  on  a  large  piece 
of  marble,  it  appears  to  have  been  built  at 
the  expence  of  the  Lilibitani ;  probably 
after  having  been  defeated  by  the  people 
of  Agrigentum. 

CONCORDIAS  AGRIGENTINORUM  SACRUM, 
RESPUBLrCA  LILIBIT ANORUM, 

DEDIC ANTIBUS  M.  ATTER'O  CANDfDO 
PROCOS.  ET  L.  CORNEL’O  MAR- 
CELLO.  Q_  P.  R,  P.  R. 

1  hefe  temples  are  fupported  by  thirteen 
large  fluted  Doric  columns  on  each  fide  . 

y 

and  fix  at  each  end.  All  their  bafes,  capi¬ 
tals,  entablatures,  &c.  Hill  remain  entire  ; 
and  as  the  architecture  is  perfedly  fimple, 
without  any  thing  affe&ed  or  fludied,  the 
whole  ftrikes  the  eye  at  once,  and  pleafes 
very  much.  The  columns  are,  indeed, 
Ihorter  than  the  common  Doric  proportions ; 

and 


A  TOUR  THROUGH 


12 

and  they  certainly  are  not  fo  elegant  as 
fome  of  the  ancient  temples  near  Rome, 
and  in  other  places  in  Italy. 

The  third  temple  is  that  of  Hercules, 
altogether  in  ruins ;  but  appears  to  have 
been  of  a  much  greater  fize  than  the 
former  two.  We  meafured  fome  of  the 
broken  columns,  near  feven  feet  in  dia¬ 
meter.  It  was  here  that  the  famous  ftatue 
of  Hercules  flood,  fo  much  celebrated  by 
Cicero ;  which  the  people  of  Agrigentum 
defended  with  fuch  bravery,  againft  Ver- 
res,  who  attempted  to  feize  it.  You  will 
find  the  whole  ftory  in  his  pleadings  againfl; 
that  infamous  prsetor. 

There  was  likewife  in  this  temple  a  fa¬ 
mous  picture  by  Zeuxis.  Hercules  was 
reprefented  in  his  cradle  killing  the  two 
ferpents :  Alcmena  and  Amphitrion  having 
juft  entered  the  apartment,  were  painted 
tvith  every  mark  of  terror  and  aftonilh- 

ment;. 
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ment.  Pliny  fays,  the  painter  looked  up¬ 
on  this  piece  as  invaluable ;  and  therefore 
could  never  be  prevailed  on  to  put  a  price 
upon  it,  but  gave  it  as  a  prefent  to  Agri- 
gentum,  to  be  placed  in  the  temple  of 
Hercules.  Thefe  two  great  mafter-pieces 
have  been  loft.  We  thought  of  them  with 
regret,  whilft  we  trod  on  thefe  venerable 
ruins. 

Near  to  this  lie  ruins  of  the  temple  of 
Jupiter  Olympus,  fuppofed  by  the  Sicilian 
authors  to  have  been  the  largeft  in  the 
heathen  world.  It  is  now  called  il  tempio 
de  giganti,  or  the  Giants  Temple,  as  the 
people  cannot  conceive  that  fuch  mafles  of 
rock  could  ever  be  put  together  by  the 
hands  of  ordinary  men.  The  fragments 
of  columns  are  indeed  enormous,  and  give 
us  a  vaft  idea  of  this  fabric.  It  is  faid  to 
have  flood  till  the  year  noo  ;  but  is  now 
a  perfedt  ruin.  Our  Cicerones  allured  us, 
it  was  exa&ly  the  fame  dimenfions  with 

the 
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the  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome:  But  in 
this  they  are  egregioufly  miftaken.— St. 
Peter’s  being  much  greater  than  any  thing 
that  ever  the  heathen  world  produced. 

There  are  the  remains  of  many  more 
temples,  and  other  great  works  ;  but  thefe, 
I  think,  are  the  moft  confpicuous.  They 
fhew  you  that  of  Vulcan,  of  Proferpine,  of 
Caflor  and  Pollux,  and  a  very  remarkable 
one  of  Juno.  This  too  was  enriched  by  one 
of  the  moft  famous  pictures  of  antiquity ; 
which  is  celebrated  by  many  of  the  ancient 
writers. — Zeuxis  was  determined  to  excel 
every  thing  that  had  gone  before  him,  and 
to  form  a  model  of  human  perfection.  To 
this  end,  he  prevailed  on  all  the  fineft  wo¬ 
men  of  Agrigentum,  who  were  even  ambi¬ 
tious  of  the  honour,  to  appear  naked  before 
him.  Of  thefe  he  chofe  five  for  his  models, 
and  moulding  all  the  perfections  of  thefe 
beauties  into  one,  he  compofed  the  picture 
of  the  goddefs.  This  was  ever  looked  up¬ 


on 
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on  as  his  mafter-piece  ;  but  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  burnt  when  the  Carthaginians  took 
Agrigentum. — Many  of  the  citizens  retired 
into  this  temple  as  to  a  place  of  fafety ;  but 
as  foon  as  they  found  the  gates  attacked 
by  the  enemy,  they  agreed  to  fet  fire  to  it, 
and  chofe  rather  to  perifh  in  the  flames, 
than  fubmit  to  the  power  of  the  conquer¬ 
ors.  However,  neither  the  deftrudion  of 
the  temple,  nor  the  lofs  of  their  lives,  has 
been  fo  much  regretted  by  pofterity,  as  the 
lofs  of  this  pidure. 

The  temple  of  fEfculapius  (the  ruins  of 
which  are  ftill  to  be  feen)  was  not  lefs 
celebrated  for  a  ftatue  of  Apollo.  It  was 
taken  from  them  by  the  Carthaginians, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  temple  of  Juno 
was  burnt.  It  was  carried  off  by  the  con¬ 
querors,  and  continued  the  greateft  orna¬ 
ment  of  Carthage  for  many  years,  and  was 
at  laft  reftored  by  Scipio,  atthe  final  deftruc- 
tion  of  that  city.  Some  of  the  Sicilians 

allege, 
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allege,  I  believe  without  any  ground,  that 
it  was  afrerwards  carried  to  Rome,  and  ftill 
remains  there,  the  wonder  of  all  ages; 
known  to  the  whole  world  under  the  name 
of  the  Apollo  of  Belvidere;  and  allowed 
to  be  the  perfection  of  human  art. 

I  fhould  be  very  tedious,  were  I  to  give 
you  a  minute  defcription  of  every  piece  of 
antiquity.  Indeed,  little  or  nothing  is  to  be 
learned  from  the  greateft  part  of  them. 
The  ancient  walls  of  the  city  are  moftly 
cut  out  of  the  rock ;  the  catacombs  and 
fepulchres  are  all  very  great :  One  of  thefe 
is  worthy  particular  notice,  becaufe  it 
is  mentioned  by  Polybius,  as  being  oppo- 
fite  to  the  temple  of  Hercules,  and  to  have 
been  ftruck  by  lightning  even  in  his  time. 
It  remains  almoft  entire,  and  anfwers  the 
defcription  he  gives  of  it :  The  infcrip- 
tions  are  fo  defaced,  that  we  could  make 
nothing  of  them. 


This 
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This  is  the  monument  of  Tero  king  of 
Agrigentum,  one  of  the  firft  of  the  Sicilian 
tyrants.  The  great  antiquity  of  it  may  be 
gathered  from  this,  that  Tero  is  not  only- 
mentioned  by  Diodorus,  Polybius,  and  the 
later  of  the  ancient  hiftorians ;  but  like- 
wife  by  Herodotus,  and  Pindar,  who  dedi¬ 
cates  two  of  his  Olympic  odes  to  him :  So 
that  this  monument  muft  be  more  than 
two  thoufand  years  old.  It  is  a  kind  of 
pyramid,  probably  one  of  the  moft  durable 
forms. 

All  thefe  mighty  ruins  of  Agrigentum, 
and  the  whole  mountain  on  which  it 
Hands,  are  composed  of  a  concretion  of  fea- 
fhells,  run  together,  and  cemented  by  a 
kind  of  land  or  gravel,  and  now  become 
as  hard,  and  perhaps  more  durable  than 
even  marble  itfelf.  This  Hone  is  white 
before  it  has  been  expofed  to  the  air ;  but 
m  the  temples  and  other  ruins,  it  is  become 
of  a  dark  brown,  I  fhall  bring  home  fome 
Vol.  II.  c 


pieces 


cu- 


18  A  TOUR  THROUGH 

pieces  of  it  for  the  infpeftion  of  the 
nous.  I  found  thefe  fhells  on  the  very 
fummit  of  the  mountain,  at  leaft  fourteen 
or  fifteen  hundred  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.  i.  hey  are  of  the  commoneft 
kinds,  cockles,  muffels,  oyfters,  &c. 

The  things  we  know  are  neither  rich  nor  rare; 
t:  But  wonder  how  the  devil  they  got  there.” 

Pope. 

By  what  means  they  have  been  lifted  up 
to  this  vaft  height,  and  fo  intimately  mixed 
with  the  fubftance  of  the  rock,  I  leave  to 
you  and  your  philofophical  friends  to  de¬ 
termine. — This  old  battered  globe  of  ours, 
has  probably  buffered  many  convulfions  not 
recorded  in  any  hiftory. — You  have  heard  of 
the  vaft  Stratum  of  bones  lately  difcovered 
in  Iftria  andOffero; — part  of  it  runs  be¬ 
low  rocks  of  marble,  upwards  of  forty  feet 
in  thicknefs,  and  they  have  not  yet  been 
able  to  afcertain  its  extent:  Something  of 
the  fame  kind  has  been  found  in  Dalmatia, 


in 
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in  the  iflands  of  the  Archipelago ;  and 
lately,  I  am  told,  in  the  rock  of  Gibraltar. — 
Now,  the  deluge  recorded  in  Scripture,  will 
hardly  account  for  all  the  appearances  of 
this  fort  to  be  met  with,  almoft  in  every 
country  in  the  world. — But  I  am  interrupted 
by  vifitors; — which  is  a  lucky  circumftance, 
both  for  you  and  me ;  for  I  was  juft  go¬ 
ing  to  be  very  philofophical,  and  confe- 
quently  very  dull.  Adieu, 


C  2 
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LETTER  XIX. 


Agrigentum,  June  13th. 


TE  interruption  in  my  laft,  was  a  de- 


JL  putation  from  the  bifhop,  to  invite  us 
to  a  great  dinner  to-morrow  at  the  port ; 
fo  that  we  fhall  know  whether  this  place 
Rill  deferves  the  character  of  luxury,  it  al¬ 
ways  held  amongft  the  ancients :  We  have 
great  reafon  to  think,  from  the  politenefs 
and  attention  we  have  met  with,  that  it 
has  never  loft  its  ancient  hofpitality,  for 
which  it  was  likewife  fo  much  celebrated. 

Plato,  when  he  vifited  Sicily,  was  fo 
much  ftruck  with  the  luxury  of  Agrigen¬ 
tum,  both  in  their  houfes  and  their  tables, 
that  a  faying  of  his  is  ftill  recorded:  That 
they  built  as  if  they  were  never  to  die, 
and  eat  as  if  they  had  not  an  hour  to  live. 


It 
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It  is  preferved  by  iElian,  and  is  juft  now 
before  me. 

He  tells  a  ftory  by  way  of  illuftration, 
which  Ihews  a  much  greater  conformity 
of  manners,  than  one  could  have  expe&ed, 
betwixt  the  young  nobility  amongft  the  an¬ 
cients,  and  our  own  at  this  day. 

He  fays,  that  after  a  great  feaft,  where 
there  was  a  number  of  young  people  of 
the  firft  fafhion,  they  got  all  fo  much  in¬ 
toxicated,  that  from  their  reeling  and  tum¬ 
bling  upon  one  another,  they  imagined  they 
were  at  fea,  in  a  ftorm,  and  began  to  think 
themfelves  in  the  moft  imminent  danger; 
at  laft  they  agreed,  that  the  only  way  to 
fave  their  lives  was  to  lighten  the  ftiip, 
and  with  one  accord  began  to  throw  the 
rich  furniture  out  of  the  windows,  to  the 
great  edification  of  the  mob  below;  and 
did  not  ftop  till  they  had  entirely  cleared 
the  houfe  of  it,  which,  from  this  exploit, 
C  3  .  wa§. 
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was  ever  after  denominated  the  triremes , 
or  the  fhip.  He  fays  it  was  one  of  the 
principal  palaces  of  the  city,  and  retained 
this  name  for  ever  after.  In  Dublin,  I 
have  been  told,  there  are  more  than  one 
triremes ;  and  that  this  frolic,  which  they 
call  throwing  the  houfe  out  of  the  window, 
is  by  no  means  uncommon. 

At  the  fame  time  that  Agrigentum  is 
abufed  by  the  ancient  authors  for  its  drunk- 
ennefs,  it  is  as  much  celebrated  for  its  hof- 
pitality;  and  I  believe,  it  will  be  found, 
that  this  virtue,  and  this  vice,  have  ever 
had  a  fort  of  fneaking  kindnefs  for  each 
other,  and  have  generally  gone  hand  in 
hand,  both  in  ancient  and  in  modern  times. 
The  Swifs,  the  Scots,  and  the  Irifh,  who 
are  at  prefent  the  mod  drunken  people  in 
Europe,  are  likewife,  in  all  probability,  the 
mod  hofpitablej  whereas,  in  the  very  fo- 
ber  countries,  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Italy, 
hofpitality  is  a  virtue  very  little  known,  or 

indeed 
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Indeed  any  other  virtue,  except  fobriety; 
which  has  been  produced,  probably  a  good 
deal  from  the  tyranny  of  their  government, 
and  their  dread  of  the  inauifition ;  for 
where  every  perfon  is  in  fear,  left  his  real 
fentiments  fhould  appear,  it  would  be  very 
dangerous  to  unlock  his  heart ;  but  in 
countries  where  there  are  neither  civil  nor 
ecclefiaftical  tyrants  to  lay  an  embargo  on 
our  thoughts,  people  are  under  no  appre-*. 
henfion  left  they  fhould  be  known. 

However,  thefe  are  not  the  only  reafons. 
The  moral  virtues  and  vices  may  fometimes 
depend  on  natural  caufes. — The  very  ele¬ 
vated  fituation  of  this  city,  where  the  air 
is  exceedingly  thin  and  cold,  has  perhaps 
been  one  reafon  why  its  inhabitants,  are 
fonder  of  wine  than  their  neighbours  in 
the  valleys. 


The  fame  may  be  faid  of  the  three 
nations  I  have  mentioned ;  the  greateft 

C  4  part 
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part  of  their  countries  lying  araongft  hills 
and  mountains,  where  the  climate  renders 
ftrong  liquors  more  neceffary  ;  or,  at  leaf, 
lefs  pernicious,  than  in  low  places.— It  is 
not  furprifing,  that  this  praUice,  probably 
begun  amongft  the  mountains,  where  the 
an  is  fo  keen,  has  by  degrees  crept  down 
into  the  valleys,  and  has  at  laft  become  al- 
mofl  epidemical  in  thofe  countries, 

Fazzello,  after  railing  at  Agrigentum  for 
its  dunkennefs,  adds,  that  there  was  no 
town  in  the  ifland  fo  celebrated  for  its  hof- 
pitality.  He  fays  that  many  of  the  nobles 
had  fervants  placed  at  the  gates  of  the  city, 
to  invite  all  ftrangers  to  their  houfes,  I£ 
is  in  reference  to  this  probably,  that  Em- 
pedocles  fays,  that  even  the  gates  of  the 
city  proclaimed  a  welcome  to  every  ftranger* 
From  our  experience  we  are  well  entitled 
to  fay,  that  the  people  of  Agrigentum  fill 
retain  this  antiquated  virtue,  fo  little  known 
in  polite  countries.  To-morrow  we  fhall 

have 
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have  a  better  opportunity  of  judging  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  ftill  accompanied  by  its  fiftet 
vice. 

The  accounts  that  the  old  authors  give 
of  the  magnificence  of  Agrigentum  are 
amazing ;  though  indeed  there  are  none 
of  them  that  proclaim  it  in  ftronger  terms 
than  the  monuments  that  ftill  remain.— 
Diodorus  fays,  the  great  veflels  for  hold¬ 
ing  water  were  commonly  of  filver,  and 
the  litters  and  carriages  for  the  moft  part 
were  of  ivory  richly  adorned.  He  men¬ 
tions  a  pond  made  at  an  immenfe  expence, 
full  of  fifh  and  of  water-fowl,  that  in  his 
time  was  the  great  refort  of  the  inhabitants, 
on  their  feftivals ;  but  he  fays,  that  even 
then  (in  the  age  of  Auguftus)  it  was  go¬ 
ing  to  ruin  requiring  too  great  an  expence 
to  keep  it  up.  There  is  not  now  the 
fmalleft  veftige  of  it :  But  there  is  ftill  to 
be  feen  a  curious  fpring  of  water  that 
throws  up  a  kind  of  pil  on  its  furface, 
g  which 
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which  is  made  ufe  of  by  the  poor  people 
in  many  difeafes.  This  is  fuppofed  to  mark 
out  the  place  of  the  celebrated  pond  ;  which 
is  recorded  by  Pliny  and  Solinus  to  have 
abounded  with  this  oil, 

Diodorus,  fpeaking  of  the  riches  of  Agri- 
gentum,  mentions  one  of  its  citizens  re¬ 
turning  victorious  from  the  Olympic  games, 
and  entering  his  city,  attended  by  three 
hundred  chariots,  each  drawn  by  four  white 
horfes,  richly  caparifoned  j  and  gives  many 
other  inftances  of  their  vaft  profufion  and 
luxury. 

Thofe  horfes,  according  to  that  author 
weie  efteemed  all  over  Greece,  for  their 
beauty  and  fwiftnefs ;  and  their  race  is  ce¬ 
lebrated  by  many  of  the  aneient  writers. 

Arduus  inde  Agragas  oftentat  maxima  longe 

Moenia,  magnanimum  quondam  generator 
‘‘  equorum,” 

fays 
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fays  Virgil  in  the  third  iEneid ;  and 
Pliny  acquaints  us,  that  thofe  which  had 
been  often  victorious  at  the  games  were 
not  only  honoured  with  burial  rites,  but 
had  magnificent  monuments  erected  to  eter¬ 
nize  their  memory.  This  Timeus  con¬ 
firms  :  He  tells  us,  that  he  faw  at  Agri- 
gentum  feveral  pyramids  built  as  fepulchral 
monuments  to  celebrated  horfes ;  he  adds 
that  when  thofe  animals  became  old  and 
unfit  for  fervice,  they  were  always  taken 
care  of,  and  fpent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  in  eafe  and  plenty. — I  could  with  that 
our  countrymen  would  imitate  the  grati¬ 
tude  and  humanity  of  the  Sicilians  in  this 
article;  at  leaft,  the  latter  part  of  it.  I 
don’t  know  that  our  nation  can  fo  juftly  be 
taxed  with  cruelty  or  ingratitude  in  any 
other  article  as  in  their  treatment  of  horfes* 
the  animal  that  of  all  others  is  the  moft 
entitled  to  our  care.  How  piteous  a  thing 
jt  is,  on  many  of  your  great  roads,  to  fee 
the  fined  old  hunters,  that  were  once  the 

glory 
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glory  of  the  chace,  condemned,  in  the  de¬ 
cline  of  life,  to  the  tyranny  of  the  moft 
cruel  oppreflors ;  in  whofe  hands  they 
fuffer  the  moft  extreme  mifery,  till  they  at 
laft  fink  under  the  talk  that  is  affigned 
them.  I  am  called  away  to  fee  fome  more 
antiques,  but  Ihall  finilh  this  letter  to¬ 
night,  as  the  poll;  goes  off  for  Italy  to-mor¬ 
row  morning. 

13th;  Afternoon.  We  have  feen  a  great 
many  old  walls  and  vaults  that. little  or  no¬ 
thing  can  be  made  of.  They  give  them 
names,  and  pretend  to  tell  you  what  they 
were,  but  as  they  bear  no  refemblance  to 
thofe  things  now,  it  would  be  no  lefs  idle 
to  trouble  you  with  their  nonfenfe  than  to 
believe  it.  We  have  indeed  feen  one  thing 
that  has  amply  repaid  us  for  the  trouble 
we  have  taken.  It  is  the  reprefentation  of 
a  boar-hunting  in  alto  relievo,  on  white 
marble  ;  and  is  at  leaft  equal,  if  not  fupe- 
perior,  to  any  thing  of  the  kind  I  have  met 

with 
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with  in  Italy.  It  confifts  of  four  different 
parts,  which  form  the  hiftory  of  this  re¬ 
markable  chace  and  its  confequences. 

The  firft  is  the  preparation  for  the  hunt. 
There  are  twelve  hunters,  with  each  his 
lance,  and  a  fhort  hanger  under  his  left 
arm  of  a  very  lingular  form.  The  dogs 
refemble  thofe  we  call  lurchers.  The  horfes 
are  done  with  great  fire  and  fpirit,  and  are 
perhaps  a  better  proof  of  the  excellence 
of  the  race,  than  even  the  teflimony  of 
their  authors  ;  for  the  artift  that  formed 
thefe  muft  certainly  have  been  accuftomed 
to  fee  very  fine  horfes. 

The  fecond  piece  reprefents  the  chace. — 
The  third  the  death  of  the  king,  by  a  fall 
from  his  horfe. — And  the  fourth,  the  de- 
fpair  of  the  queen  and  her  attendants,  on 
receiving  the  news.  She  is  reprefented  as 
falling  down  in  a  fwoon,  and  fupported  by 
her  women,  who  are  all  in  tears. 


It 
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It  is  executed  in  the  moll  mafterly  ftyle, 
and  is  indeed  one  of  the  fineft  remains  of 
antiquity.  It  is  preferved  in  the  great 
church,  which  is  noted  through  all  Sicily 
for  a  remarkable  echo ;  fomething  in  the 
manner  of  our  whifpering  gallery  at  St. 
Paul’s,  though  more  difficult  to  be  ac¬ 
counted  for. 

If  one  perfon  Hands  at  the  weft-gate,  and 
another  places  himfelf  on  the  cornice,  at  the 
moft  diftant  point  of  the  church,  exa&ly 
behind  the  great  altar,  they  can  hold  a 
converfation  in  very  low  whifpers. 

For  many  years  this  Angularity  was  little 
known  ;  and  feveral  of  the  confeffing  chairs 
being  placed  near  the  great  altar,  the  wags, 
who  were  in  the  fecret,  ufed  to  take  their 
ftation  at  the  door  of  the  cathedral ;  and  by 
this  means  heard  diftindfly  every  word 
that  palled  betwixt  the  confeflor  and  his 
penitent  ;  of  which,  you  may  believe,  they 

did 
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did  not  fail  to  make  their  own  ufe  when 
occafion  offered. — The  moll  fecret  intrigues 
were  difcovered ;  and  every  woman  in 
Agrigentum  changed  either  her  gallant  or 
her  confeffor.  Yet  dill  it  was  the  fame. — 
At  lad,  however,  the  caufe  was  found 
out ;  the  chairs  were  removed,  and  other 
precautions  were  taken,  to  prevent  the  dif- 
covery  of  thefe  facred  myderies ;  and  a 
mutual  amnedy  paded  amongd  all  the 
offended  parties. 

Agrigentum,  like  Syracufe,  was  long 
fubjeft  to  the  yoke  of  tyrants.  Fazzello 
gives  fome  account  of  their  cruelty,  but  I 
have  no  intention  of  repeating  it:  One 
dory,  however  pleafed  me  ;  it  is  a  well 
known  one,  but  as  it  is  fhort,  you  fhall 
have  it. 

Perillo,  a  goldfmith,  by  way  of  paying 
court  to  Phalaris  the  tyrant,  made  him  a 
prefentof  a  brazen  bull,  of  admirable  work- 

manfhip ; 


A  TOUR  THROUGH 


manfhip  ;  hollow  within,  and  fo  contrived 
that  the  voice  of  a  perfon  fhut  up  in  it, 
founded  exa&ly  like  the  bellowing  of  a 
real  bull.  The  artifl  pointed  out  to  the 
tyrant  what  an  admirable  effedt  this  muft 
produce,  were  he  only  to  fhut  up  a  few 
criminals  in  it,  and  make  a  fire  under 
them. 


Phalaris,  ftruck  with  fo  horrid  an  idea, 
and  perhaps  curious  to  try  the  experiment, 
told  the  goldfmith  that  he  himfelf  was  the 
only  perfon  worthy  of  animating  his  bull  : 
that  he  mull  have  fludied  the  note  that 
made  it  roar  to  the  greateft  advantage,  and 
that  it  would  be  unjufl  to  deprive  him 
of  any  part  of  the  honour  of  his  invention. 
Upon  which  he  ordered  the  goldfmith  to  be 
fhut  up,  and  made  a  great  fire  around  the 
bull:  which  immediately  began  to  roar,  to  the 
admiration  and  delight  of  all  Agrigentum. 
Cicero  fays,  this  bull  was  carried  to  Car¬ 
thage  at  the  taking  of  Agrigentum ;  and 

was 
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Was  reftored  again  by  Scipio,  after  the  de- 
ftrudion  of  that  city. 

Fazzello  adds  another  ftory,  which  is  ftill 
more  to  the  honour  of  Phalaris.  Two 
friends,  Melanippus  and  Cariton,  had  con- 
fpired  his  death.  Cariton,  in  hopes  of 
faving  his  friend  from  the  danger  of  the 
enterprife,  determined  to  execute  it  alone. 
However,  in  his  attempt  to  poignard  the 
tyrant,  he  wa$  feized  by  the  guards,  and 
immediately  put  to  the  torture,  to  make 
him  confefs  his  accomplice :  this  he  bore 
with  the  utmoft  fortitude,  refilling  td 
make  the  difcoVery ;  ’till  Melanippus,  in¬ 
formed  of  the  fituation  of  his  friend,  rail 
to  the  tyrant,  alluring  him  that  he  alone 
Was  the  guilty  perfon ;  that  it  was  entirely 
by  his  inftig-ation  that  Cariton  had  aded  • 
and  begged  that  he  might  be  put  on  the 
rack  in  the  place  of  his  friend.  Phalaris, 
ilruck  with  fuch  heroifm,  pardoned  them 
both. 

Vol.  II.  D 
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Notwithftanding  this  generous  action,  he 
was  in  many  refpe&s  a  barbarous  tyrant. 
Fazzello  gives  the  following  account  of  his 
death,  with  which  I  fhall  conclude  this 
letter,  for  I  am  monftroufly  tired,  and,  I 
dare  fay,  fo  are  you.  Zeno,  the  philo- 
fopher,  came  to  Agrigentum,  and  being 
admitted  into  the  prefence  of  the  tyrant, 
advifed  him,  for  his  own  comfort,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  fubjedts,  to  refign  his  power, 
and  to  lead  a  private  life.  Phalaris  did  not 
relifh  thefe  philofophical  fentiments  ;  and 
fufpedting  Zeno  to  be  in  a  confpiracy  with 
fome  of  his  fubjedts,  ordered  him  to  be  put 
to  the  torture  in  prefence  of  the  citizens  of 
Agrigentum. 

Zeno  immediately  began  to  reproach  them 
with  cowardice  and  pufillanimity  in  fub- 
mitting  tamely  to  the  yoke  of  fo  worthlefs 
a  tyrant ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  railed  fuch  a 
flame,  that  they  defeated  the  guards,  and 
ftoned  Phalaris  to  death. — I  dare  fay  you 
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are  glad  they  did  it  fo  quickly. — Well,  I 
fhall  not  write  fuch  long  letters  for  the 
future  ;  for  I  allure  you  it  is  at  leaft  as 
troublefome  to  the  writer  as  the  reader. 
Adieu.  We  lhall  fail  to-morrow  or  next 
morning  for  Trapani,  from  whence  you 
may  expeft  to  hear  from  me.  We  are  now 
going  out  to  examine  more  antique  walls, 
but  I  lhall  not  trouble  you  with  them. 

Farewell. 


D  2 
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LETTER  XX. 


June  1 6th. 


HEN  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  do,  I 


v  v  generally  take  up  the  pen.  We  are 
now  on  the  top  of  a  high  mountain,  about 
half  way  betwixt  Agrigentum  and  Palermo. 
Our  fea  expedition  by  Trapani  has  failed, 
and  we  are  determined  to  put  no  more  con¬ 
fidence  in  that  element,  happy  beyond  mea- 
fure  to  find  ourfelves  at  a  diffance  from  it, 
though  in  the  moil  wretched  of  villages. 
We  have  travelled  all  night  on  mules  ;  and 
arrived  here  about  ten  o’clock,  overcome 
with  fleep  and  fatigue.  We  have  juft  had 
an  excellent  difh  of  tea,  which  never  fails 
to  cure  me  of  both  ;  and  I  am  now  as  frefh 
as  when  we  fet  out.  It  has  not  had  the 
fame  effedt  on  my  companions :  they  have 
thrown  themfelves  down  on  a  vile  ftraw- 


bed 


SICILY  AND  MALTA. 


3? 

bed  in  the  corner  of  the  hovel ;  and  irr 
fpite  of  a  parcel  of  ftarved  chickens,  that 
are  fluttering  about  and  picking  the  ftraws 
all  round  them,  they  are  already  fall  afleep. 

I  flaall  feize  that  time  to  recapitulate  what 
has  happened  fince  my  laft. 

The  day  after  I  wrote  you,  we  made 
fome  little  excurfions  round  Agrigentum. 
The  country  is  delightful ;  producing  corn,, 
■wine,  and  oil,  in  the  greateft  abundance  : 
the  fields  are,  at  the  fame  time,  covered  with 
a  variety  of  the  fineft  fruits  ;  oranges,  le¬ 
mons,  pomegranates,  almonds,  piftachio- 
nuts,  &c.  Thefe  afforded  us  almoft  as. 
agreeable  an  entertainment  as  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  ruins  from  whence  they 
fpring. 


We  dined  with  the  bifliop,  according  to 
agreement,  and  rofe  from  table,  convinced 
that  the  ancient  Agrigentini  could  not  pof- 
D  3  fibly 
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fibly  underftand  the  true  luxury  of  eating 
better  than  their  defcendants,  to  whom 
they  have  tranfmitted  a  very  competent 
portion  both  of  their  focial  virtues  and  vices. 
1  beg  their  pardon  for  calling  them  vices,  I 
wilh  I  had  a  fofter  name  for  it ;  it  looks 
like  ingratitude  for  their  hofpitality,  for 
which  we  owe  them  fo  much. 

We  were  juft  thirty  at  table,  but,  upon 
my  word,  I  do  not  think  we  had  lefs 
than  an  hundred  difhes  of  meat.  Thefe 
were  dreifed  with  the  richeft  and  moft  deli¬ 
cate  fauces  ;  and  convinced  us  that  the  old 
Roman  proverb  of  “  Siculus  coquus  et  Si- 
cula  menfa,”  was  not  more  applicable  in 
their  time,  than  it  is  at  prefent.  Nothing 
was  wanting  that  could  be  invented  to  fti- 
mulate  and  to  flatter  the  palate  ;  and  to 
create  a  falfe  appetite  as  well  as  to  fatisfy 
it.  Some  of  the  very  diflies  fo  much  re^ 
lifhed  by  the  Roman  epicures  made  a  part 
of  the  feaft;  particularly  the  morene,  which 
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Is  fo  often  mentioned  by  their  authors :  it 
is  a  fpecies  of  eel,  found  only  in  this  part 
of  the  Mediterranean,  and  fent  from  hence 
to  feveral  of  the  courts  of  Europe.  It  is 
not  fo  fat  and  lufcious  as  other  eels,  fo  that 
you  can  eat  a  good  deal  more  of  it :  its  fieflr 
is  as  white  as  fnow,  and  js  indeed  a  very 
great  delicacy.  But  a  modern  refinement 
in  luxury  has,  I  think,  ftill  produced  a 
greater  :  By  a  particular  kind  of  manage¬ 
ment  they  make  the  livers  of  their  fowls 
grow  to  a  large  fize,  and  at  the  fame  time 
acquire  a  high  and  rich  flavour.  It  is  in¬ 
deed  a  moil  incomparable  difir ;  but  the 
means  of  procuring  it  is  fo  cruel,  that  I 
will  not  even  truft  it  with  you.  Perhaps, 
without  any  bad  intention,  you  might 
mention  it  to  fome  of  your  friends,  they  to 
others,  till  at  laft  it  might  come  into  the 
hands  of  thofe  that  would  be  glad  to  try 
the  experiment;  and  the  whole  race  of 
poultry  might  ever  have  reafon  to  curfe  me: 
let  it  fuffice  to  fay,  that  it  occafions  a  pain- 

13  4  ful 
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ful  and  lingering  death  to  the  poor  animal  3 
that  I  know  is  enough  to  make  you  with 
never  to  tafte  of  it,  whatever  effedt  it  may 
have  upon  others. 

The  Sicilians  eat  of  every  thing,  and  at¬ 
tempted  to  make  us  do  the  fame.  The 
company  was  remarkably  merry,  and  did 
by  no  means  belie  their  ancient  character, 
for  moft  of  them  were  more  than  half  feas 
over,  long  before  we  rofe  from  table ;  and  I 
was  fomewhat  apprehenfive  of  a  fecond 
edition  of  the  Triremes  fcene,  as  they  were 
beginning  to  reel  exceedingly.  By  the  bye, 
I  do  not  doubt  but  that  phrafe  of  Half  feas 
over,  may  have  taken  its  origin  from  fome 
fuch  dory.  They  begged  us  to  make  a 
bowl  of  punch,  a  liquor  they  had  often 
heard  of,  but  had  never  feen.  The  ma¬ 
terials  were  immediately  found,  and  we 
fucceeded  fo  well,  that  they  preferred  it  to 
all  the  wines  on  the  table,  of  which  they 
fad  a  great  variety.  We  were  obliged  to 

repleniftj, 
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replenifh  the  bowl  fo  often,  that  I  really 
expe&ed  to  fee  moft  of  them  under  the  table. 
They  called  it  Pontia,  and  fpoke  loudly 
in  its  praife  ;  declaring  that  Pontio  (allud¬ 
ing  to  Pontius  Pilate)  was  a  much  better 
fellow  than  they  had  ever  taken  him  for. 
However,  after  dinner,  one  of  them,  a  re¬ 
verend  canon,  grew  exceffively  fick,  and 
while  he  was  throwing  up,  he  turned  to 
me  writh  a  rueful  countenance,  and  lhaking 
his  head,  he  groaned  out,  “  Ah,  Signor 
Capitano,  fapeva  fempre  che  Pontio  era  un 
grande  traditore.” — “  I  always  knew  that 
Pontius  was  a  great  traitor.”  Another  of 
them  overhearing  him,  exclaimed — “  Af- 
pettatevi  Signor  Canonico.” — “  Not  fo  faft 
(faid  he)  my  good  Canon.” — “  Niente  al 
pregiudizio  di  Signor  Pontio,  vi  prego.-— 
Recordate,  che  Pontio  v’ha  fatto  un  cano¬ 
nico  ; — et  Pontio  ha  fatto  fua  eccellenza  uno 
Vefcovo — Non  fcordatevi  mai  di  voftri 
gmici.” 


Now 
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Now  what  do  you  think  of  thefe  reverend 
fathers  of  the  church  ?  their  merit,  you 
will  eafily  perceive,  does  not  confift  in  fall¬ 
ing  and  prayer. — Their  creed,  they  fay, 
they  have  a  good  deal  modernized,  and  is 
much  Ampler  than  that  of  Athanafius. — 
One  of  them  told  me,  that  if  we  would  but 
flay  with  them  for  fome  little  time,  we 
fhould  foon  be  convinced  that  they  were  the 
happieft  fellows  on  earth.  “  We  have  ex¬ 
ploded  (faid  he)  from  our  fyllem  every 
thing  that  is  difmal  or  melancholy;  and  are 
perfuaded,  that  of  all  the  roads  in  the  uni- 
verfe,  the  road  to  heaven  mull  be  the 
pleafanteft  and  lead;  gloomy  :  If  it  be  not 
fo,  (added  he)  God  have  mercy  upon  us, 
for  I  am  afraid  we  fhall  never  get  there.” 

I  told  him  I  could  not  flatter  him ;  “  That 
if  laughing  was  really  a  fin,  as  fome  people 
taught,  they  were  certainly  the  greateft  of 
all  finners.”  “  Well  (faid  he)  we  fhall  at 
leaft  endeavour  to  be  happy  here;  and  that, 

I  am  perfuaded,  is  the  bell  of  all  prepa¬ 
rations 
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rations  for  happinefs  hereafter.  Abftinence 
{continued  he)  from  all  innocent  and  law¬ 
ful  pleafures,  we  reckon  one  of  the  greateft 
fins,  and  guard  again!!  it  with  the  utmoft 
care  :  and  I  am  pretty  fure  it  is  a  fin  that 
none  of  us  here  will  ever  be  damned  for. 
—He  concluded  by  repeating  two  lines, 
which  he  told  me  was  their  favourite 
maxim  ;  the  meaning  of  which  was  ex¬ 
actly  thofe  of  Mr.  Pope, 

«  For  God  is  paid  when  man  receives, 

«  To  enjoy  is  to  obey” 

This  is  not  the  firft  time  I  have  met  with 
this  libertine  fpirit  among!!  the  Roman  Ca¬ 
tholic  clergy.  There  is  fo  much  nonfenfe 
and  mummery  in  their  wor!hip,  that  they 
are  afraid  left  ftrangers  ihould  believe  they 
are  ferious ;  and  perhaps  too  often  fly  to 
the  oppofite  extreme. 

We  were,  however,  much  pleafed  with 
the  bifhop ;  he  is  greatly  and  defervedly  re- 
g  fpedted, 
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Ipeifted,  yet  his  prefence  did  no  wife  dimi- 
nifh,  but  rather  increafed  the  jollity  of 
the  company.  He  entered  into  every  joke, 
joined  in  the  repartee,  at  which  he  is  a 
great  proficient,  and  entirely  laid  afide  his 
epifcopal  dignity ;  which,  however,  I  am 
told,  he  knows  very  well  how  to  affutne 
when  it  is  neceffary.  He  placed  us  next 
to  himfelf,  and  behaved  indeed,  in  every 
refped,  with  the  greateft  eafe  and  polite, 
nefs.  He  is  of  one  of  the  firft  families  of 
the  ifland,  and  brother  to  the  Prince 
*  I  had  his  whole  pedigree  pat, 
but  now  I  have  loft  it ;  no  matter  ?  he  is  an 
honeft,  pleafant  little  fellow,  and  that  is 
of  much  more  confequence.  He  is  not  yet 
forty ;  and  fo  high  a  promotion  in  fo  early 
a  period  of  life,  is  reckoned  very  extra¬ 
ordinary,  this  being  the  richeft  bifhoprick 
in  the  kingdom.  He  is  a  good  fcholar, 
and  very  deeply  read,  both  in  ancient  and 
modem  learning  ;  and  his  genius  is  in  no 
degree  inferior  to  his  erudition.  The  fimi, 

larity 
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larity  of  chara&er  and  circumftances  ftruck 
me  fo  ftrongly,  that  I  could  fcarce  help 
thinking  I  had  got  befide  our  worthy  and 

refpecfable  friend,  the  b - p  of  D  — — -y,- 

which,  I  allure  you,  hill  added  greatly  to 
the  pleafure  I  had  in  his  company.  I  told 
the  bilhop  of  this  ;  adding,  that  he  was 
brother  to  1 — d  B— — 1 :  he  feemed  much 
pleafed,  and  faid,  he  had  often  heard  of 

the  family,  both  when  lord  B - was  am- 

baffador  in  Spain,  and  his  other  brother 
commander  in  the  Mediterranean. 

We  found  in  this  company  a  number  of 
Free  Mafons,  who  were  delighted  beyond 
meafure,  when  they  difcovered  that  we 
were  their  brethren.  They  prelfed  us  to 
fpend  a  few  more  days  amongft  them,  and 
offered  us  letters  to  Palermo,  and  every 
other  town  we  fhould  think  of  vifiting ; 
but  the  heats  are  increafing  fo  violently, 
that  we  were  afraid  of  prolonging  our 
expedition,  left  we  fhould  be  caught  by  the 

Sirocc 
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Sirocc  winds,  fuppofed  to  blow  from  the 
burning  deferts  of  Africa,  and  fometimes 
attended  wTith  dangerous  confequences  to 
thofe  that  travel  over  Sicily. 

But  I  find  I  have  omitted  feveral  circum- 
iiances  of  our  dinner,  I  fhould  have  told 
you,  that  it  was  an  annual  feaft  given  by 
the  nobility  of  Agrigentum  to  the  bifhop. 
It  was  ferved  in  an  immenfe  granary,  half 
full  of  wheat,  on  the  fea  fhore,  chofen  on 
purpofe  to  avoid  the  heat.  The  whole  was 
on  plate :  and  what  appeared  lingular  to  us, 
but  I  believe  is  a  much  better  method  than 
ours ;  great  part  of  the  fruit  was  ferved  up 
with  the  fecond  courfe,  the  firft  difh  of 
which  that  went  round  was  ftrawberries. 
The  Sicilians  were  a  good  deal  furprifed  to 
fee  us  eat  them  with  cream  and  fugar,  yet 
upon  trial  they  did  not  at  all  diflike  the 
compofition. 

The  defert  confifled  of  a  great  variety 
of  fruits,  and  fliil  a  greater  of  ices  :  thefe 
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were  fo  difguifed  in  the  fhapes  of  peaches, 
figs,  oranges,  nuts,  &c.  that  a  perfon  un- 
accuftomed  to  ices  might  very  eafily  have 
been  taken  in,  as  an  honeft  fea-officer  was 
lately  at  the  houfe  of  a  certain  minifter  of 
your  acquaintance,  not  lefs  diftinguifhed 
for  the  elegance  of  his  table,  than  the  exad 
formality  and  fubordination  to  be  obferved 
at  it.  After  the  fecond  courfe  was  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  ices,  in  the  fhape  of  various 
fruits  and  fweetmeats,  advanced  by  way  of 
rear-guard  ;  one  of  the  fervants  carried  the 
figure  of  a  fine  large  peach  to  the  captain, 
who,  unacquainted  with  deceit  of  any  kind, 
never  doubted  that  it  was  a  real  one ;  and 
cutting  it  through  the  middle,  in  a  moment 
had  one  large  half  of  it  in  his  mouth ;  at 
firft  he  only  looked  grave,  and  blew  up  his 
cheeks  to  give  it  more  room ;  but  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  the  cold  foon  getting  the  better  of 
his  patience,  he  began  to  tumble  it  about 
from  fide  to  fide  in  his  mouth,  his  eyes 
rulhing  out  of  water,  till  at  laft,  able  to  hold 

no 
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no  longer,  he  fpit  it  out  upon  his  plate, 
exclaiming  with  a  horrid  oath,  u  A  painted 
fnowball,  by  G — d  !”  and  wiping  away  his 
tears  with  his  napkin,  he  turned  in  a  rage 
to  the  Italian  fervant  that  had  helped  him, 
with  a  “  D — n  your  maccaroni  eyes,  you 
fon  of  a  b — ,  what  did  you  mean  by  that  ?” 

The  fellow,  who  did  not  underhand  a 
word  of  it,  could  not  forbear  fmiling, 
which  hill  convinced  the  captain  the  more 
that  it  was  a  trick  j  and  he  was  juft  going 
to  throw  the  reft  of  the  fnowball  in  his 
face,  but  was  prevented  by  one  of  the  com' 
pany  ;  when  recovering  from  his  paffion, 
and  thinking  the  objedt  unworthy  of  it, 
he  only  added  in  a  fofter  tone,  “  Very  well, 
neighbour,  I  only  wifh  I  had  you  on  board 
fhip  for  half  an  hour,  you  fhould  have  a 
dozen  before  you  could  fay  Jack  Robifon, 
for  all  your  painted  cheeks.” 

I  afk  pardon  for  this  digreffion,  but  as 
it  is  a  good  laughable  ftory,  I  know  you 

will 
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Will  excufe  it*  About  fix  o'clock*  we  took 
a  cordial  leave  of  our  jolly  friends  at  Agri- 
gentum ;  and  embarked  on  board  our 
Sparonaro  at  the  new  port.  I  fhould  have 
told  you,  that  this  harbour  has  lately  been 
made  at  a  very  great  expence;  this  city 
having  always  been  one  of  the  principal 
ports  of  the  ifland,  for  the  exportation  of 
grain.  The  bifhop  and  his  company  went 
into  a  large  barge,  and  failed  round  the 
harbour,  We  faluted  them  as  we  went  out; 
they  returned  the  compliment*  and  we 
took  a  fecond  leave.  The  evening  was 
fine,  and  we  coafted  along  for  a  good  many 
miles;  we  puffed  feveral  points  and  little 
promontories,  that  were  exceedingly  beau-* 
tiful  and  pidturefque,  many  of  them  were 
covered  with  noble  large  aloes  in  full  blow. 
In  one  place,  I  counted  upwards  of  200 
of  thofe  fine  majeftic  plants  all  in  flower; 
a  fight  which  I  imagined  was  hardly  to  be 
met  with  in  the  world. — After  fun*fet, — 
alas,  fain,  would  I  conceal  what  happened 
Vol.  II.  E  after 
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after  fun-fet !  but  life  you  know  is  che¬ 
quered  with  good  and  evil,  and  it  would 
have  been  great  prefumption  to  receive  lo 
much  of  the  one,  without  expecting  a 
little  dalh  of  the  other  too. — Befides,  a  fea 
expedition  is  nothing  without  aftorm.  Our 
journal  would  never  have  been  readable, 
had  it  not  been  for  this. — Well  I  allure 
you,  we  had  it.  It  was  not  indeed  fo  vio¬ 
lent  as  the  great  one  off  Louifburgh,  or 
perhaps  even  that  defcribed  by  Virgil ; 
the  reading  of  which  is  faid  to  have  made 
people  fea-fick;  but  it  was  rather  too  much 
for  our  little  bark. — I  was  going  to  tell 
you  that  after  fun-fet  the  Iky  began  to 
over-call,  and  in  a  Ihort  time,  the  whole 
atmofphere  appeared  fiery  and  threaten¬ 
ing.  We  attempted  to  get  into  fome 
creek,  but  could  find  none.  The  wind 
grew  loud,  and  we  found  it  was  in  vain 
to  proceed;  but  as  the  night  was  dark  and 
hazy,  we  were  dubious  about  the  polfibi- 
lity  of  reaching  the  port  of  Agrigentum. 

8  How- 
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However,  this  was  all  we  had  for  it,  as  there 
were  none  other  within  many  miles.  Ac~ 
cordingly  we  tacked  about,  and  plying  both 
oars  and  fail,  with  great  care  not  to  come 
amongft  the  rocks  and  breakers,  in  about 
two  hours  we  fpied  the  light-houfe;  by 
Which  we  directed  our  courfe,  and  got  fafely 
into  port,  betwixt  one  and  two  in  the 
morning  :  we  lay  down  on  our  mattrafs, 
and  flept  found  till  ten,  when  finding  the 
4  falfity  of  our  hypothefis,  that  there  could 
be  no  bad  weather  in  the  Mediterranean  at 
this  feafon,  we  linanimoufly  agreed  to  have 
nothing  more  to  do.  with  Sparonaros,  arid 
feht  immediately  to  engage  mules  to  carry 
us  over  the  mountains  to  Palermo.  The 
florm  continued  with  violence  the  whole 
day,  and  made  us  often  thank  heaven  that 
we  had  got  fafely  back.  It  was  not  till  five 
in  the  afternoon  that  we  had  mules,  guides, 
and  guard's  provided  us;  wheti  we  fet  off, 
pretty  much  in  the  fame  order,  and  in  the 
fame  equipage  as  we  had  done  about  three 
E  2  week  3 
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weeks  ago  from  Mefiina.  Our  guards  at¬ 
tempted  to  fill  us  with  the  moll  dreadful 
apprehenfions  of  this  road,  lhewing  us 
every  mile,  where  fuch  a  one  was  robbed, 
fuch  another  was  murdered ;  and  enter¬ 
tained  us  with  fuch  melancholy  ditties  the 
greateft  part  of  the  way.  Indeed,  if  one 
half  of  their  ftories  be  true,  it  is  certainly 
the  moft  dangerous  road  in  the  world; 
but  I  looked  upon  moft  of  them  as  fictions, 
invented  only  to  increafe  their  own  confe- 
quence,  and  to  procure  a  little  more  mo¬ 
ney.  There  is,  indeed,  fome  foundation  for 
thefe  ftories ;  as  there  are  numbers  of  gib¬ 
bets  ereCted  on  the  road  in  terrorem ;  and 
every  little  baron  has  the^power  of  life 
and  death  in  his  own  domain.  Our  bifhop’s 
brother,  whofe  name  I  have  forgot,  feized 
lately  four  and  twenty  of  thofe  defperate 
banditti,  after  a  ftout  reftftance,  where  fe- 
veral  were  killed  on  both  fides;  and  not- 
withftanding  that  fome  of  them  were  under 
the  protection  of  the  nobility,  and  in  their 
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fervice,  they  were  all  hanged.  However, 
this  has  by  no  means  rooted  them  out.  Our 
guards  in  the  fufpicious  places  went  with 
their  pieces  cock’d,  and  kept  a  clofe  look¬ 
out  to  either  fide  of  them ;  but  we  faw 
nothing  to  alarm  us,  except  the  moll  dread¬ 
ful  roads  in  the  world;  in  many  places 
worfe  than  any  thing  I  ever  met  with 
amongft  the  Alps. 

After  travelling  about  twenty  miles,  we: 
arrived  by  two  in  the  morning  at  the  mod 
wretched — I  don’t  know  what  to  call  it — • 
there  was  not  any  one  thing  to  be  had  but 
a  little  ftraw  for  the  mules.  However,  af- 
ter  a  good  deal  of  difficulty,  we  at  laft  got 
fire  enough  to  boil  our  tea-kettle,  and 
having  brought  bread  from  Agrigentum, 
we  made  an  excellent  meal.  Our  tea-table 
was  a  round  ftone  in  the  field,  and  as  the 
moon  fhone  bright,  we  had  no  occafion 
for  any  other  luminary.  You  may  believe 
our  flay  here  was  as  fhort  as  poffible;  the 
E  3  houfe 
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houfe  was  too  dreadfully  nafty  to  enter  it, 
and  the  liable  was  full  of  poor  wretches 
beeping  on  the  bare  ground.  In  fhort,  I 
never  faw  in  any  country  fo  miferable  an 
Inn,  for  fo  it  is  flyled.  We  mounted  our 
cavalry  with  all  expedition,  and  in  a  very 
fhort  time  got  into  the  woods,  where  we 
were  ferenaded  by  the  nightingale  as  we 
went  along,  who  made  us  a  full  apology 
and  atonement  for  the  bad  cheer  we  had 
met  with.  In  a  fhort  time  it  was  day,  and 
then  we  had  entertainment  enough  from, 
the  varied  fcenes  of  the  moll  beautiful,  wild, 
and  romantic  country  in  the  world. — The 
fertility  of  many  of  the  plains  is  truly  aflo- 
nifhing,  without  inclofures,  without  ma-r 
nure,  and  almofl  without  culture.  It  is  with 
reafon,  that  this  ifland  was  flyled  “  Romani 
imperii  horreum,”  the  granary  of  the 
Roman  Empire.  Were  it  cultivated,  it 
would  bill  be  the  great  granary  of  Europe. 
Pliny,  fays  it  yielded  a  hundred  after  one; 
and  Diodorus,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
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ifland,  and  wrote  on  the  fpot,  allures  us 
that  it  produced  wheat  and  other  grain 
fpontaneoufly ;  and  Homer  advances  the 
fame  fad  in  the  Odyfley  ; 

The  foil  untill’d  a  ready  harveft  yields. 

With  wheat  and  barely  wave  the  golden  fields  j 
Spontaneous  wines  from  weighty  clufters  pour. 
And  Jove  defcends  in  each  prolific  fhower. 

Pope.1 

Many  of  the  mountains  feem  to  be  formed 
by  fubterraneous  fire ;  feveral  of  them  re¬ 
tain  their  conical  figure  and  their  craters, 
but  not  fo  exad  as  thofe  on  Mount  iEtna, 
as  they  are  probably  much  older.  I  like- 
wife  obferved  many  pieces  of  lava  on  the 
road,  and  in  the  beds  of  the  torrents;  and 
a  good  deal  of  the  ftone  called  tufa,  which 
js  certainly  the  produdion  of  a  volcano ; 
|o  that  I  have  no  doubt,  that  a  great  psit 
of  this  ifland,  as  well  as  the  neighbouring 
ones  of  Lipari,  &c,  has  been  originally 
formed  by  fubterraneous  fire ,  we  like— 
E  4  wife 
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wife  palled  fome  quarries  of  a  kind  of  talc  j 
and  alfo  of  a  coarfe  alabafter  ;  of  this  they 
make  a  fort  of  ftucco  or  plaifter,  refembling 
that  of  Paris;  but  what  I  much  regretted, 
we  miffed  feeing  the  famous  fait  of  Agri- 
gentum;  found  in  the  earth,  about  four  or 
five  miles  from  that  city.  It  has  this  re¬ 
markable  property  different  from  all  other 
fait,  that  in  the  fire  it  prefently  melts  ;  but 
in  the  water  it  cracks  and  fplits  but  never 
diffolves.  It  is  celebrated  by  Pliny,  Ariftotle, 
and  others  of  the  ancient,  as  well  as  modern 
naturalifls.  Fazzello,  whom  I  have  brought 
along  with  me  to  read  by  the  road,  fays, 
he  has  often  experienced  this;  he  adds 
from  the  authority  of  thefe  ancient  authors, 
that  they  formerly  had  mines  of  this  fait, 
fo  pure  and  folid,  that  the  ftafuaries  and 
fculptors  preferred  it  to  marble,  and  made 
various  works  of  it. 

The  poor  people  of  the  village  have 
found  us  out,  and  with  looks  full  of  mifery 
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have  furrounded  our  door.— Accurfed  ty- 
ranny, — what  defpicable  obje&s  we  become 
in  thy  hands  ! — Is  it  not  inconceivable,  how 
any  government  fhould  be  able  to  render 
poor  and  wretched,  a  country  which  pro¬ 
duces  almoft  fpontaneoufly,  every  thing 
that  even  luxury  can  defire  ?  But  alas  ! 
poverty  and  wretchednefs  have  ever  attend¬ 
ed  the  Spanifh  yoke,  both  on  this,  and  on 
t’other  fide  6f  the  globe — They  make 
it  their  boaft  that  the  fun  never  fets  on 
their  dominions,  but  forget  that  fince  they 
became  fuch,  they  have  left  him  nothing  to 
fee  in  his  courfe  but  deferted  fields,  barren 
wildernefles,  opprelfed  peafants,  and  lazy, 
lying,  lecherous  monks. — Such  are  the 
fruits  of  their  boafted  conquefts. — They 
ought  rather  to  be  afhamed  that  ever  the 
fun  fhould  fee  them  at  all. — The  light  of 
thefe  poor  people  has  filled  me  with  indig¬ 
nation.  This  village  is  furrounded  by  the 
fineft  country  in  the  world,  yet  there  was 
neither  bread  nor  wine  to  be  found  in  it, 

and 
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and  the  poor  inhabitants  appear  more  than 
half  ftarved. 

“  ’MongftCeres’richeft  gifts  with  wantopprefs’d, 
“  And  ’midft  the  flowing  vineyard,  die  of  thirfl.” 

I  fhall  now  think  of  concluding,  as  I  do 
not  recoiled  that  I  have  much  more  to  fay 
to  you.  Befides,  I  find  myfelf  exceeding 
fleepy.  I  fincerely  wifh  it  may  not  be  the 
fame  cafe  with  you,  before  you  have  read 
thus  far.  We  have  ordered  our  mules  to  be 
ready  by  five  o’clock,  and  fhall  again  travel 
all  night ; — the  heats  are  too  great  to  allow 
of  it  by  day;  adieu. — Thefe  two  fellows 
are  hill  found  afleep.  In  a  few  minutes  I 
fhall  be  fo  too,  for  the  pen  is  almoft  drop-? 
ping  out  of  my  hand.  Farewell. 
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LETTER  XXL 


Palermo,  June  19. 


E  are  now  arrived  at  the  great  capi 


*  ’  tal  of  Sicily,  which  in  our  opinion 
in  beauty  and  elegance  is  greatly  fuperior 
to  Naples.  It  is  not,  indeed,  fa  large* 
but  the  regularity,  the  uniformity  and 
neatnefs  of  its  flreets  and  buildings,  render 
it  much  more  pleafing  ;  it  is  full  of  people, 
who  have  moftly  an  air  of  affluence  and 


And  indeed  we  feem  to  have 


got  into  a  new  world. — But  flop — not 
fo  faft.—I  had  forgot  that  you  have  ftill 
50  miles  to  travel  on  a  curfed  ftubborn 
mule,  over  rocks  and  precipices ;  for  I 
can  fee  no  reafon,  why  we  fhould  bring 
you  at  once  into  all  the  fweets  of  Palermo, 
without  bearing  at  leaft  fome  little  part  in 
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the  fatigues  of  the  journey.  Come,  we 
fhall  make  them  as  fhort  as  pofiible. 

We  left  you,  I  think,  in  a  little  village 
on  the  top  of  a  high  mountain.  We 
fhould  indeed  ufe  you  very  ill,  were  we 
to  leave  you  there  any  longer ;  for  I  own 
it  is  the  very  word:  country  quarter,  that 
ever  fell  to  my  lot.  However,  we  got 
a  good  comfortable  deep  in  it,  the  only 
one  thing  it  afforded  us  ;  and  the  fleas, 
the  bugs,  and  chickens,  did  all  that  lay 
in  their  power  even  to  deprive  us  of  that, 
but  we  defied  them.  Our  two  leaders 
came  to  awake  us  before  five,  apoftrophy- 
ing  their  entry  with  a  detail  of  the  horrid 
robberies  and  murders  that  had  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  all  of  them, 
you  may  be  fure,  on  the  very  road  that  we 
were  to  go. 

Our  whole  fquadron  was  drawn  out, 
and  we  were  ranged  in  order  of  battle,  by 
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five  o’clock,  when  we  began  our  march, 
attended  by  the  whole  village,  man,  wo¬ 
man,  and  child.  We  foon  got  down 
amongft  the  woods,  and  endeavoured  to 
forget  the  objects  of  mifery  we  had  left 
behind  us.  The  beauty  and  richnefs  of 
the  country  increafed  in  proportion  as  we 
advanced.  The  mountains,  although  of  a 
great  height  (that  we  have  left,  is  near  4000 
feet,  the  mercury  ftanding  at  26  inches 
2  lines)  are  covered  to  the  very  fummit 
with  the  richeft  pafture.  The  grafs  in  the 
valleys  is  already  burnt  up,  fo  that  the 
flocks  are  all  upon  the  mountains.  The 
gradual  feparation  of  heat  and  cold,  is  very 
vifible  in  taking  a  view  of  them.  The 
valleys  are  brown  and  fcorched,  and  fo  are 
the  mountains  to  a  confiderable  height ; 
they  then  begin  to  take  a  {hade  of  green, 
which  grows  deeper  and  deeper,  and  covers 
the  whole  upper  region  ;  however,  on  the 
fummit,  the  grafs  and  corn  are  by  no 
means  fo  luxuriant  as  about  the  middle* 

We 
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We  were  amazed  at  the  richnefs  of  the 
crops,  far  fuperior  to  any  thing  I  had  ever 
feen  either  in  England  or  Flanders,  where 
the  happy  foil  is  aflifted  by  all  the  arts  of 
cultivation ;  whilft  here,  the  wretched 
hufbandmen  can  hardly  afford  to  give  it  a 
furrow ;  and  gathers  in  with  a  heavy 
heart,  the  moll  luxuriant  harveft.  To 
what  purpofe  is  it  given  him  ?  only  to  lie  a 
dead  weight  upon  his  hand,  foxnetimes 
till  it  is  entirely  loft ;  exportation  being 
prohibited  to  all  fuch  as  cannot  pay  exor¬ 
bitantly  for  it  to  the  fovereign. — What  a 
contrail  is  there  betwixt  this,  and  the  little 
uncouth  country  of  Switzerland  !— -to  be 
fure,  the  dreadful  confequences  of  oppref- 
fion  can  never  be  fet  in  a  more  ftriking 
oppofition  to  the  bleffings  and  charms,  of 
liberty.  Switzerland,  the  very  excrefcenCe 
of  Europe,  where  Nature  feems  to  have 
^thrown  out  all  her  cold  and  ftagnating 
humours  ;  full  of  lakes,  marfhes,  and 
woods,  and  furrounded  by  immenfe  rocks, 

and 
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and  everlafting  mountains  of  ice,  the  bar¬ 
ren,  but  facred,  ramparts  of  liberty.  Swit¬ 
zerland,  enjoying  every  bleffing,  where 
every  bleffing  feems  to  have  been  denied  ; 
whilft  Sicily,  covered  by  the  moft  luxuriant 
hand  of  Nature ;  where  Heaven  feems  to 
hav?  fhowered  down  its  richeft  blelfings 
with  the  utmoft  prodigality  ;  groans  under 
the  moft  abjetft  poverty,  and  with  a  pale 
and  wan  vifage,  ftarves  in  the  midft  of 
plenty.-— It  is  liberty  alone  that  works  this 
Handing  miracle.— Under  her  plaftic  hands 
the  mountains  fink,  the  lakes  are  drained  ; 
and  thefe  rocks,  thefe  marfhes,  thefe  woods, 
become  fo  many  fources  of  wealth  and  of 
pleafure,— But  what  has  temperance  to  d® 
with  wealth? 

“  Here  reigns  Content, 

“  And  Nature’s  child  Simplicity ;  long  fince 
“  Exil’d  from  polifhed  realms.” 

“  ’Tis  lnduftry  fupplies 
“  The  little  Temperance  wants;  and  rofy  Health 
“  Sits  ftniling  at  the  board.” 

You 
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You  will  begin  to  think  I  am  in  danger 
of  turning  poetical  inthefe  claflic  fields  ; — 
I  am  fure  I  neither  fufpe&ed  any  of  the 
mountains  we  have  palfed  to  be  Parnaffus  ; 
nor  did  I  believe  any  one  of  the  nine  foolifh 
enough  to  inhabit  them,  except  Melpo¬ 
mene  perhaps,  as  fhe  is  fo  fond  of  tragi¬ 
cal  faces  :  however,  I  fhall  now  get  you 
out  of  them  as  foon  as  poflible,  and  bring 
you  once  more  into  the  gay  world.  I  affure 
you,  I  have  often  wilhed  that  you  could 
have  lent  me  your  mufe,  on  this  expedi¬ 
tion  ;  my  letters  would  then  have  been 
more  worth  the  reading  ;  but  you  mull 
take  the  will  for  the  deed. 

After  travelling  till  about  midnight,  we 
arrived  at  another  miferable  village,  where 
we  flept  for  fome  hours  on  ftraw,  and  con¬ 
tinued  our  journey  again  by  day-break. 
We  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  rifing 
fun  from  the  top  of  a  pretty  high  moun¬ 
tain,  and  were  delighted  with  the  profped 

of 
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of  Strombolo,  and  the  other  Lipari  iflands, 
at  a  great  diftance  from  us.  On  our  defcent 
from  this  mountain,  we  found  ourfelves  on 
the  banks  of  the  fea,  and  took  that  road, 
preferable  to  an  inland  one,  although  feve- 
ral  miles  nearer.  We  foon  lighted  from 
our  mules,  and  plunged  into  the  water, 
which  has  ever  made  one  of  our  greateft 
pleafures  in  this  expedition;  nobody  that 
has  not  tried  it,  can  conceive  the  delight  of 
this;  after  the  fatigue  of  fuch  a  journey, 
and  palling  three  days  without  undreffing. 
Your  friend  Fullarton,  though  only  feven- 
teen,  but  whofe  mind  and  body  now  equally 
defpife  every  fatigue,  found  himfelf  llrong 
as  a  lion,  and  fit  to  begin  fuch  another 
march.  We  boiled  our  tea  kettle  under  a 
fig-tree,  and  eat  a  breakfaft  that  might 
have  ferved  a  company  of  ftrolling  players. 

The  approach  to  Palermo  is  fine.  The 
alleys  are  planted  with  fruit-trees,  and 
large  American  aloes  in  full  blow. — Near 
Vol.  II.  F  the 
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the  city  we  pafled  a  place  of  execution, 
where  the  quarters  of  a  number  of  robbers 
were  hung  up  upon  hooks,  like  fo  many 
hams  ;  fome  of  them  appeared  newly  exe¬ 
cuted,  and  made  a  very  unfightly  figure. 
On  our  arrival,  we  learned  that  a  prieft: 
and  three  others  had  been  taken  a  few 
days  ago,  after  an  obftinate  defence,  in 
which  feveral  were  killed  on  both  fides ; 
the  prieft,  rather  than  fubmit  to  his  con¬ 
querors,  plunged  his  hanger  into  his 
breaft,  and  died  on  the  fpot :  the  reft  fub- 
mitted  and  were  executed. 

As  there  is  but  one  inn  in  Palermo,  we 
were  obliged  to  agree  to  their  own  terms 
(five  ducats  a  day).  We  are  but  indif¬ 
ferently  lodged ;  however,  it  is  the  only 
inn  we  have  yet  feen  in  Sicily,  and  indeed, 
may  be  faid  to  be  the  only  one  in  the  ifland. 
It  is  kept  by  a  noify  troublefome  French¬ 
woman,  who  I  find  will  plague  us ;  there 
is  no  keeping  her  out  of  our  rooms,  and 

file 
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{he  never  comes  in  without  telling  us  of 
fuch  a  prince  and  fuch  a  duke,  that  were 
fo  fuperlatively  happy  at  being  lodged  in 
her  houfe :  we  Can  eafily  learn  that  they 
were  all  defperately  in  love  with  her ;  and 
indeed  the  feems  to  take  it  very  much 
amifs,  that  we  are  not  inclined  to  be 
of  the  fame  fentiments.  I  have  already 
been  obliged  to  tell  her,  that  we  are 
very  retired  fort  of  people,  and  do  not 
like  company :  I  find  fhe  does  not  efteem 
us  the  better  for  it;  and  this  morning,  (as 
I  pafled  through  the  kitchen,  without 
fpeaking  to  her)  I  overheard  her  exclaim, 
“  Ah  mon  Dieu !  comme  ces  Anglois  font 
ic  fauvages.”  I  believe  we  mud  take  more 
notice  of  her,  otherwife  we  fhall  certainly 
have  our  rent  raifed  ;  but  fhe  is  as  fat  as  a 
pig,  and  as  ugly  as  the  devil,  and  lays  on  a 
quantity  of  paint  on  each  of  her  fwelled 
cheeks,  that  looks  like  a  great  plaifter 
of  red  Morocco.  Her  picture  is  hanging 
in  the  room  where  I  am  now  writing,  as 
F  2  well 
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tvell  as  that  of  her  hufband,  who,  by  the 
bye,  is  a  ninny:  they  are  no  lefs  vile 
curiofities  than  the  originals.' — He  is  drawn 
with  his  muff  box  open  in  one  hand,  and 
a  dilb  of  coffee  in  the  other ;  and  at  the 
fame  time,  fait  V  aimable  a  Madame.  I 
took  notice  of  this  triple  occupation,  which 
feemed  to  imply  fomething  particular.  She 
told  me  that  the  thought  was  her’s ;  that 
her  hufband  was  exceedingly  fond  of  fnuff 
and  or  coffee,  and  wanted  by  this  to  Ihew 
that  he  was  ftill  more  occupied  with  her 
than  with  either  of  them. —  I  could  not 
help  applauding  the  ingenuity  of  the  con¬ 
ceit.  Madame  is  painted  with  an  immenfe 
bouquet  in  her  breaft,  and  an  orange  in 
her  right-hand,  emblematic  of  her  fweet- 
nefs  and  purity ;  and  has  the  prettied;  little 
fmirk  on  her  face  you  can  imagine.  She 
told  me  that  Ihe  infilled  on  the  painter 
drawing  her  avec  le  fouris  fur  le  wfage , 
but  as  he  had  not  efprit  enough  to  make 
her  fmile  naturally,  Ihe  was  obliged  to 
8  force 
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force  one,  “  qui  n’etoit  pas  tout  a  fait 
“  fi  jolie  que  le  naturel,  mais  qui  vaudroit 
“  toujours  mieux  que  de  parroitre  fombre.” 
I  agreed  with  her  perfectly ;  and  allured 
her  it  became  her  very  much,  parceque 
“  les  dames  grades  font  toujours  de  bonne 
“  humeur.”-^I  found,  however,  that  Ihe 
would  willingly  have  excufed  me  the  latter 
part  of  the  compliment,  which  more  than 
loft  all  that  I  had  gained  by  the  former. 
“  II  eft  vrai’’  (faid  fhe  a  good  deal  piqued) 
“  j’ai  un  peu  de  l’em  bon  point,  mais  pas 
“  tant  grafle  pourtant.”  I  pretended  to 

©xcufe  myfelf,  from  not  underftanding  all 
the  finefte  of  the  language;  and  allured 
her,  that  de  Pem  bon  point  was  the  very 
phrafe  I  meant  to  make  ufe  of.  She 
accepted  the  apology,  and  we  are  again 
reconciled ;  for,  to  give  the  devil  his  due, 
they  are  good-humoured.  She  made  me  a 
curtfey,  and  repeated,  Oui,  Monfieur, 
**  pot11"  parler  comme  il  faut,  il  faut  dire 
F  3  de. 
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“  de  Vem  bon  points — On  ne  dit  pas  grafTe.’* 
I  allured  her,  bowing  to  the  ground,  that 
the  word  Ihould  for  ever  be  rafed  from  my 
vocabulary.  She  left  me  with  a  gracious 
fmile,  and  a  curtfey  much  lower  than  the 
firlt ;  adding,  “  Je  f^avois  bien  que  Mon- 
“  fieur  etoit  un  homme  comme  il  faut;?* 
at  the  fame’  time  tripping  olf  on  her  tip¬ 
toes,  as  light  as  a  feather,  to  Ihew  me 


woman  made  me  recoiled  (what  I  have 
always  obferved)  how  little  the  manners  of 
the  French  are  to  be  changed  by  their 
connexion  with  other  nations ;  allowing 


ration  but  their  own.  Although  Ihe  has 
now  been  here  thefe  twenty  years,  Ihe 
is  hill  as  perfectly  French,  as  if  Ihe  had 
never  been  without  the  gates  of  Paris ; 
and  looks  upon  every  woman  in  Palermo 
with  the  utmoft  contempt  becaufe  they 
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the  fublime  mufick  of  it$  opera.  She  is 
likewife  (allowing  for  the  difference  of 
rank)  an  admirable  epitome  of  all  French 
women,  whofe  univerfal  paffion  has  ever 
been  the  defire  of  admiration,  and  of  ap¬ 
pearing  young :  and  ever  would  be,  I 
believe,  were  they  to  live  to  the  age  of 
a  thoufand.  Any  perfon  that  will  take 
a  look  of  the  withered  death’s  heads  in 
their  publick  places,  covered  over  with  a 
thick  mafk  of  paint,  will  be  convinced 
of  this. — Now,  our  old  ladies,  when  they 
get  to  the  wrong  fide  of  fixty,  generally 
take  a  jump  up  to  the  borders  of  four-- 
fcore,  and  appear  no  lefs  vain  of  their 
years  than  ever  they  were  of  their  youth. 

I  know  fome  of  them,  that  I  am  fure 
are  not  lefs  happy,  nor  lefs  contented, 
nor  (I  might  almoft  add)  lefs  admired 
with  their  wrinkles,  than  ever  they  were 
with  their  dimples.  I  do  not  know 
whether  a  cheerful  old  woman,  who  is 
willing  to  appear  fo,  is  more  refpe&able» 

F  4  or 
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or  more  eftimablej  or  a  withered  witch 
who  fills  up  every  wrinkle  with  varnifh, 
and  at  fourfcore  attempts  to  give  herfelf 
the  bloom  of  four-and-twenty,  is  ridi¬ 
culous  and  contemptible  : — -but  as  dinner 
is  on  the  table,  I  fhall  leave  it  to  yoi| 
to  determine.  Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXII 

Palermo,  June  23d. 

I  SHALL  have  a  great  deal  to  write 
you  about  this  city ;  we  are  every  day 
more  delighted  with  it,  and  lhall  leave 
it  with  much  regret.  We  have  now  de¬ 
livered  our  letters,  in  confequence  of  which 
we  are  loaded  with  civilities,  and  have  got 
into  a  very  agreeable  fet  of  acquaintance.— 
But  I  lhall  firft  attempt  to  give  you  fome 
little  idea  of  the  town,  and  then  fpeak  of 
its  inhabitants.  It  is  by  much  the  moft 
regular  I  have  feen,  and  is  built  upon  that 
plan,  which  I  think  all  large  cities  ought 
to  follow,  The  two  great  ftreets  inter- 
fe£t  each  other  in  the  center  of  the  city, 
where  they  form  a  handfome  fquare,  called 
the  Ottangolo,  adorned  with  elegant  uni¬ 
form  buildings.  From  the  center  of  this 

fquare, 
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fquare,  you  fee  the  whole  of  thefe  noble 
ftreets,  and  the  four  great  gates  of  the 
city  which  terminate  them  ;  the  fymmetry 
and  beauty  of  which  produce  a  fine  effeCt* 
The  whole  of  thefe  are  to  be  magnificently 
illuminated  fome  time  next  month,  and 
muft  certainly  be  the  fineft  fight  in  the 
world.  The  four  gates  are  each  at  the 
diftance  of  about  half  a  mile  (the  diameter 
of  the  city  being  no  more  than  a  mile): 
thefe  are  elegant  pieces  of  architecture 
richly  adorned;  particularly  the  Porta 
Nova  and  Porta  Felice ,  terminating  the 
great  ftreet  called  the  Corfo,  that  runs 
fouth  weft  and  north  eaft.  The  lefler 
ftreets  in  general  run  parallel  to  thefe  great 
ones  ;  fo  that  from  every  part  of  the  city, 
in  a  few  minutes  walking,  you  are  fure  to 
arrive  at  one  of  the  capital  ftreets.  The 
Porte  Felice  (by  much  the  handfomeft  of 
the  gates)  opens  to  the  Marino ,  a  delight** 
ful  walk,  which  conftitutes  one  of  the 
great  pleafures  of  the  nobility  of  Palermo, 

It 
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It  is  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  wall  of 
the  city,  and  on  the  other  by  the  fea,  from 
whence,  even  at  this  fcorching  feafon, 
there  is  always  an  agreeable  breeze.  In 
the  center  of  the  Marino  they  have  lately 
ereded  an  elegant  kind  of  temple,  which, 
during  the  fummer  months,  is  made  ufe 
of  as  an  orcheftra  for  mufick ;  and  as  in 
this  feafon  they  are  obliged  to  convert  the 
night  into  day,  the  concert  does  not  begin 
till  the  clock  ftrikes  midnight,  which  is 
the  fignal  for  the  fymphony  to  ftrike  up  : 
at  that  time  the  walk  is  crowded  with  car¬ 
riages  and  people  on  foot  j  and  the  better 
to  favour  pleafure  and  intrigue,  there  is 
an  order,  that  no  perfon,  of  whatever 
quality,  fhall  prefume  to  carry  a  light 
with  him.  The  flambeaux  are  extinguish¬ 
ed  at  the  Porta  Felice,  where  the  fervants 
wait  for  the  return  of  the  carriages  ;  and 
the  company  generally  continue  an  hour 
or  two  together  in  utter  darknefs ;  except 
when  the  intruding  moon,  with  her  horns 

and 
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and  her  chaftity  comes  to  difturb  them. 
The  concert  finifhes  about  two  in  the 
morning,  when,  for  the  moft  part,  every 
hufband  goes  home  to  his  own  wife.  This 
is  an  admirable  inftitution,  and  never  pro¬ 
duces  any  fcandal:  no  hufband  is  fuch 
a  brute  as  to  deny  his  wife  the  Marino ; 
and  the  ladies  are  fo  cautious  and  circum- 
fped  on  their  fide,  that  the  more  to  avoid 

giving  offence,  they  very  often  put  on 
mafques. 

Their  other  amufements  confift  chiefly 
m  their  Converfaziones,  of  which  they 
have  a  variety  every  night.  There  is  one 
general  one,  fupported  by  the  fubfcription 
of  the  nobility,  which  is  open  every  even¬ 
ing  at  fun-fet,  and  continues  till  midnight, 
when  the  Marino  begins.  It  better  deferves 
the  name  of  a  convention  than  any  I  have 
feen  in  Italy;  for  here  the  people  really 
come  to  converfe,  whereas  in  Italy,  they 
only  go  to  play  at  cards  and  eat  ices.  I 
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have  obferved,  that  feldom  or  never  one 
half  of  the  company  is  engaged  in  play, 
nor  do  they  either  play  long  or  deep. 
There  are  a  number  of  apartments  belong¬ 
ing  to  this  converfation,  illuminated  with, 
wax  lights,  and  kept  exceedingly  cool  and 
agreeable ;  and  it  is  indeed  altogether  one 
of  the  moft  fenfible  and  comfortable  infti- 
tutions  I  have  feen :  befides  this,  there 
are  generally  a  number  of  particular  con- 
verfations  every  night,  and  what  will  a 
good  deal  furprife  you,  thefe  are  always 
held  in  the  apartments  of  the  lying-in 
ladies ;  for  in  this  happy  climate,  child- 
bearing  is  divefted  of  all  its  terrors,  and  is 
only  confidered  as  a  party  of  pleafure. 
This  circumftance  we  were  ignorant  of  till 
t’other  morning.  The  duke  of  Verdura, 
who  does  us  the  honours  of  the  place, 
with  great  attention  and  politenefs,  came 
to  tell  us,  we  had  a  vifit  to  make,  that 
was  indifpenfable.  “  The  Princefs  Paterno 

“  (faid 
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“  (faid  he)  was  brought  to  bed  laft  night  $ 
“  and  it  is  abfolutely  incumbent  on  you 
“to  pay  your  refpeds  to  her  this  even- 
“  ing.”  At  firft  I  thought  he  was  in 
joke,  but  he  affured  me  he  was  ferious,' 
and  that  it  would  be  looked  upon  as  a 
great  unpolitenefs  to  negled  it.— Accord¬ 
ingly  we  went  about  fun-fet,  and  found 
the  princefs  fitting  up  in  her  bed,  in  an 
elegant  undrefs,  with  a  number  of  her 
friends  around  her.  She  talked  as  ufual, 
and  feemed  to  be  perfe&ly  well.  This 
converfation  is  repeated  every  night  during 
her  convalefcence,  which  generally  lafts 
for  about  eleven  or  twelve  days.  This 
cuftcm  is  univerfal,  and  as  the  ladies  here 
are  very  prolific,  there  are  for  the  moft 
part  three  or  four  of  thefe  aflemblies  going 
on  in  the  city  at  the  fame  time  ;  poffibly 
the  Marino  may  not  a  little  contribute 
towards  them. 


The 
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The  Sicilian  ladies  marry  at  thirteen  or 
fourteen,  and  are  fometimes  grandmothers 
before  they  are  thirty. — The  Count  Stetela 
prefented  us  a  few  days  ago  to  his  coufin, 
the  Princefs  Partana,  who  he  told  us  had  a 
great  number  of  children,  the  eldeft  of 
which  was  a  very  fine  girl  of  fifteen.  We 
talked  to  the  princefs  for  half  an  hour,  not 
in  the  leaft  doubting  all  the  time  that  fhe 
was  the  daughter,  till  at  laft  the  young 
lady  came  in ;  and  even  then,  it  was  not 
eafy  to  fay  which  appeared  the  handfomeft 
or  the  youngefi.  This  lady  has  had  twelve 
children,  and  is  ftill  in  her  bloom ;  fhe 
allured  me  that  fhe  never  enjoyed  more 
perfect  health  than  when  fhe  was  in  child¬ 
bed; — that  during  the  time  of  her  pregnancy 
fhe  was  often  indifpofed,  but  that  imme¬ 
diately  on  delivery  fhe  was  cured  of  all  her 
complaints,  and  was  capable  of  enjoying 
the  company  of  her  friends  even  more  than 
at  any  other  time.  I  exprefled  my  furprife 
at  this  very  fingular  happinefs  of  their  cli¬ 
mate 
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mate  or  conftitutions ;  but  fhe  appeared  ftill 
more  furprifed  when  I  told  her  that  we  loft 
many  of  our  fineft  women  in  childbed,  and 
that  even  the  moft  fortunate  and  eafy  de¬ 
liveries  were  attended  with  violent  pain  and 
anguilh. — She  lamented  the  fate  of  our 
ladies,  and  thanked  Heaven  that  fhe  was 
born  a  Sicilian. 

What  this  Angularity  is  owing  to,  let 
the  learned  determine ;  but  it  is  furely  one 
of  the  capital  bleflings  of  thefe  climates, 
where  the  curfe  that  was  laid  upon  mother 
Eve  feems  to  be  entirely  taken  off :  I  don’t 
know  how  the  ladies  here  have  deferved  this 
exemption,  as  they  have  at  leaft  as  much 
both  of  Eve  and  the  ferpent  as  ours  have, 
and  ftill  retain  their  appetite,  as  ftrong  as 
ever,  for  forbidden  fruit.-— It  feems  hard, 
that  in  our  own  country,  and  in  Switzer¬ 
land,  where  the  women  in  general  are  the 
chafteft  in  Europe,  that  this  curfe  ftiould 
fall  the  heavieft  :  it  is  probably  owing  (a 

the 
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the  climate  :• — la  cold,  but  more  particu¬ 
larly  in  mountainous  countries,  births  are 
difficult  and  dangerous  ;  in  warm  and  low 
places  they  are  more  eafy ;  the  air  of  the 
firfl:  hardens  and  contracts  the  fibres,  that 
of  the  fecond  foftens  and  relaxes  them.  In 
fome  places  in  Switzerland,  and  amongft 
the  Alps,  they  lofe  almoft  one  half  of  their 
women  in  childbed,  and  thofe  that  can 
afford  it,  often  go  down  to  the  low  coun¬ 
tries  fome  Weeks  before  they  lie  in,  and 
find  their  deliveries  much  eafien  One  may 
eafily  conceive  what  a  change  it  muff  make 
upon  the  whole  frame,  to  add  the  preffure 
of  a  column  of  air  of  two  or  three  thoufand 
feet  more  than  it  is  accuftomed  to :  and 
if  mufcular  motion  is  performed  by  the 
preffure  of  the  atmofphere,  as  fome  have 
alleged,  how  much  muff  this  add  to  the 
a&ion  of  every  mufcle! — However,  if  this 
hypothefis  were  true,  our  ftrength  ffiould 
have  been  diminifhed  one  third  on  the  top 
of  iEtna,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  the 
Vol.II.  G  cafe; 
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cafe ;  as  we  had  pafled  through  one  third 
of  the  quantity  of  air  of  the  whole  atmo- 
fphere.  I  have  often  thought  that  phy- 
ficians  pay  too  little  attention  to  thefe  con¬ 
federations  ;  and  that  in  fkilful  hands  they 
might  be  turned  to  great  account,  in  the 
cure  of  many  difeafes :  they  only  fend  their 
patients  to  fuch  a  degree  of  latitude,  but 
never  think  of  the  degree  of  altitude  in  the 
atmofphere.  Thus,  people  with  the  fame 
complaints  are  lent  to  Aix  and  to  Marfeilles, 
although  the  air  in  thefe  two  places  mull 
be  effentially  different.  Marfeilles  is  on 
the  level  of  the  fea,  and  Aix  (as  I  myfelf 
meafured  it)  is  near  6co  feet  above  it. — 
Now  I  am  perfuaded,  that  in  fuch  a  coun¬ 
try  as  Switzerland,  or  on  fuch  a  mountain 
as  iEtna,  where  it  is  eafy  at  all  times  to 
take  off  a  preffure  from  the  human  body 
of  many  thoufand  pounds  weight,  that  an 
ingenious  phyfician  might  make  great  dis¬ 
coveries  ;  nor  indeed  would  thefe  difcoveries 
be  confined  to  the  changing  of  the  quantity 

of 
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of  air  that  prefies  on  the  body,  but  would 
likewife  be  extended  to  the  changing  of  the 
quality  of  the  air  we  breathe  ;  which,  on 
the  fide  of  fEtna,  or  any  very  high  moun¬ 
tain,  is  more  varied  than  in  travelling 
through  fifty  degrees  of  latitude.  I  beg 
pardon  for  this  digreffion;  the  only  amends 
I  can  make,  is  to  put  it  out  of  my  power 
to  trouble  you  with  any  more,  and  thus 
abruptly  affure  you  how  much,  &c. 


G  2 
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LETTER  XXIII. 


Palermo,  June  26th, 

QUR  fondnefs  for  Palermo  increafes 
every  day,  and  we  are  beginning  to 
look  forward  with  regret  to  the  time  of  our 
leaving  it,  which  is  now  fall  approaching. 
We  have  made  acquaintance  with  many 
fenfible  and  agreeable  people.  The  Sici¬ 
lians  appear  frank  and  fincere ;  and  their 
politenefs  does  not  confift  in  lhow  and 
grimace,  like  fome  of  the  polite  nations  of 
the  continent.  The  viceroy  fets  the  pat¬ 
tern  of  hofpitality,  and  he  is  followed  by 
the  reft  of  the  nobles.  He  is  an  amiable, 
agreeable  man,  and  I  believe  is  as  much 
beloved  and  efteemed  as  a  viceroy  to  an 
abfolute  monarch  can  be.  He  was  in 
England  in  his  youth,  and  is  ftill  fond  of 
many  of  our  authors,  with  whom  he  feems 


to 
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to  be  intimately  acquainted  ;  he  fpeaks  the 
language  tolerably  well,  and  encourages  the 
learning  of  it  amongft  his  people* — He 
may  be  confidered  with  regard  to  Naples, 
as  what  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  is 
with  regard  to  England,  with  this  trifling 
difference,  that,  like  his  mafter,  he  is  in¬ 
verted  with  abfolute  authority  j  and  keeps 
his  parliament  (for  he  has  one  too)  in  the 
moft  perfed  fubjedion.  The  patriots  here, 
although  a  very  numerous  body,  have  ne-. 
ver  been  able  to  gain  one  point,  no  nor  a 
place,  nor  even  a  penfion  for  a  needy  friend. 
Had  lord  Townfliend  the  power  of  the  mar¬ 
quis  Fogliano,  I  fuppofe  your  Hibernian 
fquabbles  (of  which  we  hear  fo  much,  even 
at  this  diftant  corner)  would  foon  have  an 
end.— Notwithftanding  this  great  authority, 
he  is  affable  and  familiar,  and  makes  his. 
houfe  agreeable  to  every  body.  We  go 
very  often  to  his  affemblies,  and  have  dined, 
with  him  feveral  times ;  his  table  is  ferved 
with  elegance  and  magnificence,  much  fu- 
G  3  period 
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perior  indeed  to  that  of  the  Sicilian  majefty, 
who  eats  off  a  fervice  of  plate,  at  leaft 
300  years  old,  very  black  and  rufty  in¬ 
deed  :  I  heard  a  gentleman  afk  one  day, 
W'hilft  we  were  ftanding  round  the  table, 
if  it  had  not  been  dug  out  of  Herculaneum. 
That  of  the  viceroy  is  very  elegant,  and 
indeed  the  whole  of  his  entertainments  cor- 
refpond  with  it ;  though  we  have  as  yet 
feen  nothing  here,  to  be  compared  to  the 
luxury  of  our  feaft  in  the  granary  at  Agri- 
gentum. 

The  Sicilian  cookery  is  a  mixture  of  the 
French  and  Spanifh  ;  and  the  Olio  Hill 
preferves  its  rank  and  dignity  in  the  center 
of  the  table,  furrounded  by  a  numerous  train 
of  fricaffees,  fricandeaus,  ragouts,  and  pet 
de  loups;  like  a  grave  Spanifh  Don,  amidft 
a  number  of  little  fmart  marquis.-^The 
other  nobility,  whom  we  have  had  occafion 
to  fee,  are  likewife  very  magnificent  in 
their  entertainments  ;  but  rnofl  particularly 

in 
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in  their  deferts  and  ices,  of  which  there  is 
a  greater  variety  than  I  have  feen  in  any 
other  country.  They  are  very  temperate 
with  regard  to  wine;  though,  fince  we 
have  taught  them  our  method  of  toafting 
ladies  they  are  fond  of,  and  of  hob  and 
nobing  with  their  friends,  ringing  the  two 
glaffes  together  :  this  fecial  pradice  has 
animated  them  fo  much,  that  they  have 
been  fometimes  led  to  drink  a  greater  quan¬ 
tity  than  they  are  accuftomed  to  ;  and  they 
often  reproach  us  with  having  made  them 
drunkards.  In  their  ordinary  living  they 
are  very  frugal  and  temperate ;  and  from 
the  fobriety  we  have  feen  here,  we  are  now- 
more  perfuaded  that  the  elevated  fituation 
of  Agrigentum  muft  be  one  great  caufe  of 
its  drunkennefs. 

The  Sicilians  have  always  had  the  cha- 
rader  of  being  very  amorous,  and  furely 
not  without  reafon.  The  whole  nation  are 
poets,  even  the  peafants ;  and  a  man  Hands 
G  4  a  poor 
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a  poor  chance  for  a  miftrefs,  that  is  not 
capable  of  celebrating  her  praifes.  I  believe 
it  is  generally  allowed  that  the  paftoral 
poetry  had  its  origin  in  this  ifland  ;  and 
Theocritus,  after  whom  they  ff ill  copy, 
will  ever  be  looked  upon  as  the  prince  of 
paftoral  poets.  And  indeed  in  mufick  too, 
as  well  as  poetry,  the  foft,  amorous  pieces 
are  generally  ftyled  Siciliani ;  thefe  they 
ufed  to  play  all  night  under  their  miftrefles  • 
windows,  to  exprefs  the  delicacy  of  their 
paflion  ;  but  ferenading  is  not  now  fo  much 
in  faftiion,  as  it  was  during  the  time  of 
their  more  intimate  connexion  with  Spain, 
when  it  was  faid  by  one  of  their  authors, 
that  no  perfon  could  pafs  for  a  man  of  gal-? 
lantiy  that  had  not  got  a  cold  ;  and  was 
fure  never  to  fucceed  in  making  love,  un- 
lefs  he  made  it  in  a  hoarfe  voice.  The  la¬ 
dies  are  not  now  fo  rigid,  and  will  fome- 
tiines  condefcend  to  hear  a  man,  even  al¬ 
though  he  fhould  fpeak  in  a  clear  tone. — 
Neither  do  they  any  longer  require  the 

prodigious 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  89 

prodigious  martial  feats,  that  were  then 
neceflary  to  win  them.  The  attacking  of 
a  mad  bull,  or  a  wild  boar,  was  reckoned 
the  handfomeft  compliment  a  lover  could 
pay  to  his  miftrefs  ;  and  the  putting  thefe 
animals  to  death  foftened  her  heart  much 
more  than  all  the  fighing  love  lick  tales 
that  could  be  invented.  T his  has  been  hu- 
moroufly  ridiculed  by  one  of  their  poets. 
He  fays  that  Cupid’s  little  golden  dart  was 
now  changed  into  a  mafly  fpear,  which  an- 
fwered  a  double  purpofe ;  for  at  the  fame 
time  that  it  pierced  the  tough  bull’s  hide, 
it  likewife  pierced  the  tender  lady’s  heart. — 
But  thefe  Gothic  cuftoms  are  now  confined 
to  Spain,  and  the  gentle  Sicilians  have  re- 
affumed  their  foftnefs.  To  tell  you  the 
truth,  gallantry  is  pretty  much  upon  the  fame 
footing  here  as  in  Italy,  the  eftablilhment 
of  Ciccilbees  is  pretty  general,  though  not 
quite  fo  univerfal  as  on  the  continent.  How¬ 
ever,  a  breach  of  the  marriage  vow  is  no 
longer  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  deadly  fi  ns ; 

and 
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and  the  confeftors  fall  upon  ea fy  and  plea-* 
fant  enough  methods  of  making  them  atone 
for  it.  The  hufbands  are  content ;  and 
like  able  generals,  make  up  for  the  lofs  of 
one  fortrefs,  by  the  taking  of  another.  How¬ 
ever,  female  l’icentioufnefs  has  by  no  means 
come  to  fuch  a  height  as  in  Italy.  We 
have  feen  a  great  deal  of  domeftic  hap- 
pinefs ;  hufbands  and  wives  that  truly  love 
one  another,  and  whofe  mutual  care  and 
pleafure  is  the  education  of  their  children. 

I  could  name  a  number the  Duke  of 
Verdura,  the  Prince  Partana,  the  Count 
Bufcemi,  and  many  others  who  live  in  the 
moft  facred  union.  Such  fights  are  very 
rare  on  the  continent.  But  indeed  the  ftyle 
that  young  people  are  brought  up  in  here, 
feems  to  lay  a  much  more  folid  foundation 
for  matrimonial  happinefs,  than  either 
in  France  or  Italy.  The  young  ladies  are 
not  fhut  up  in  convents  till  the  day  of 
their  marriage,  but  for  the  moft  part  live 
in  the  houfe  with  their  parents,  where 

they 
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they  receive  their  education,  and  are  every 
day  in  company  with  their  friends  and 
relations.  From  what  I  can  obferve,  I 
think  they  are  allowed  almoft  as  much 
liberty  as  with  us.  In  their  great  affemblies 
we  often  fee  a  club  of  young  people  (of 
both  fexes)  get  together  in  a  corner,  and 
amufe  themfelves  for  hours,  at  crofs  pur- 
pofes  or  fuch  like  games,  without  the  mo¬ 
thers  being  under  the  lead;  anxiety  ;  indeed, 
we  fometimes  join  in  thefe  little  parties, 
and  find  them  extremely  entertaining.  In 
general,  they  are  quick  and  lively,  and 
have  a  number  of  thof bjeux  d'efprit,  which 
I  think  muft  ever  be  a  proof,  in  all  coun¬ 
tries,  of  the  familiar  intercourfe  betwixt 
the  young  people  of  the  two  fexes ;  for  all 
thefe  games  are  infipid,  if  they  are  not 
feafoned  by  fomething  of  that  invifible  and 
fubtile  agency,  which  renders  eveiy  thing 
more  interefting  in  thefe  mixed  focieties, 
than  in  the  lifelefs  ones,  compofed  of  only 
one  part  of  the  fpecies.  Thus,  in  Italy, 
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Spain,  and  Portugal,  I  have  never  feen 
any  of  thefe  games;  in  France  feldom,  but 
in  Switzerland,  (where  the  greateft  liberty 
and  familiarity  are  enjoyed  amongft  the 

young  people)  they  are  numberlefs _ 

But  the  convention  hour  is  arrived,  and 
our  carriage  is  waiting. 


Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXIV. 


Palermo,  June  28th. 


HERE  are  two  fmall  countries,  one 


to  the  eaft,  the  other  to  the  weft  of 
this  city,  where  the  principal  nobility  have 
their  country  palaces.  Both  thefe  we  have 
vifited  ;  there  are  many  noble  houfes  in 
each  of  them.  That  to  the  eaft  is  called  La 
Bagaria,  that  to  the  weft  II  Colle. — We  are 
this  inftant  returned  from  La  Bagaria,  and 
I  haften  to  give  you  an  account  of  the  ridi¬ 
culous  things  we  have  feen,  though  perhaps 
you  will  not  thank  me  for  it. 

The  palace  of  the  Prince  of  Valguarnera 
is,  I  think,  by  much  the  fineft  and  moft  beau^ 
tiful  of  all  the  houfes  of  the  Bagaria  ;  but 
it  is  far  from  being  the  moft  extraordinary  : 
were  I  to  defcribe  it,  I  ihould  only  tell  you 
of  things  you  have  often  feen  and  heard  of 


in 
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in  other  countries,  fo  I  fhall  only  fpeak  of 
one,  which,  for  its  Angularity,  certainly 
is  not  to  be  paralleled  on  the  face  of  the 

earth  ;  it  belongs  to  the  prince  of  P _ — 

a  man  of  immenfe  fortune,  who  has  de¬ 
voted  his  whole  life  to  the  Rudy  of  mon¬ 
gers  and  chimeras,  greater  and  more  ridi¬ 
culous  than  ever  entered  into  the  imagi¬ 
nation  of  the  wildeft  writers  of  romance 
or  knight-errantry. 

The  amazing  crowd  of  ftatues  that  fur- 
round  his  ho ufe,  appear  at  a  diftance  like 
a  little  army  drawn  up  for  its  defence ; 
but  when  you  get  amongft  them,  and  every 
one  affumes  his  true  likenefs,  you  imagine 
you  have  got  into  the  regions  of  delufion 
and  enchantment  j  for  of  all  that  immenfe 
gioup,  there  is  not  one  made  to  reprefen t 
any  object  in  nature;  nor  is  the  abfur- 
dity  of  the  wretched  imagination  that  cre¬ 
ated  them  lefs  aftonifhing  than  its  wonder¬ 
ful  fertility.  It  would  require  a  volume 
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to  defcribe  the  whole,  and  a  fad  volume 
indeed  it  would  make.  He  has  put  the 
heads  of  men  to  the  bodies  of  every  fort  of 
animal,  and  the  heads  of  every  other  ani¬ 
mal  to  the  bodies  of  men.  Sometimes  he 
makes  a  compound  of  five  or  fix  animals 
that  have  no  fort  of  refemblance  in  nature. 
He  puts  the  head  of  a  lion  to  the  neck  of 
a  goofe,  the  body  of  a  lizard,  the  legs  of  a 
goat,  the  tail  of  a  fox.  On  the  back  of  this 
monfter,  he  puts  another,  if  poffible  flill 
more  hideous,  with  five  or  fix  heads,  and 
a  bufh  of  horns,  that  beats  the  beaft  in 
the  Revelations  all  to  nothing.  There  is 
no  kind  of  horn  in  the  world  that  he  has 
not  collected;  and  his  pleafure  is,  to  fee 
them  all  flourifhing  upon  the  fame  head. 
This  is  a  flrange  fpecies  of  madnefs ;  and 
it  is  truly  unaccountable  that  he  has  not 
been  fhut  up  many  years  ago  ;  but  he  is 
perfectly  innocent,  and  troubles  nobody  by 
the  indulgence  of  his  phrenzy ;  on  the 

contrary. 
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contrary,  he  gives  bread  to  a  number  of  fta* 
tuaries  and  other  workmen,  whom  he  re¬ 
wards  in  proportion  as  they  can  bring  their 
imaginations  to  coincide  with  his  own  ;  or, 
in  other  words,  according  to  the  hideouf- 
nefs  of  the  monfters  they  produce.  It 
would  be  idle  and  tirefome  to  be  particular 
in  an  account  of  thefe  abfurdities.  The 
ftatues  that  adorn,  or  rather  deform  the 
great  avenue,  and  furround  the  court  of  the 
palace,  amount  already  to  6co,  notwith- 
flanding  which,  it  may  be  truly  faid,  that 
he  has  not  broke  the  fecond  commandment; 
ioi  of  all  that  number,  there  is  not  the 
likenefs  of  any  thing  in  heaven  above,  in 
the  eaith  beneath,  or  in  the  waters  under 
tne  earth.  The  old  ornaments  which  were 
put  up  by  his  father  who  was  a  fenfible 
man,  appear  to  have  been  in  a  good  tafte. 
They  have  all  been  knocked  to  pieces,  and 
laici  together  in  a  heap,  to  make  room  for 
this  new  creation. 


The 
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The  infide  of  this  inchanted  caflle  corre- 
fponds  exactly  with  the  outj  it  is  in  every 
refpedt  as  whimfical  and  fantaflical,  and 
you  cannot  turn  yourfelf  to  any  fide,  where 
you  are  not  flared  in  the  face  by  fome  hide¬ 
ous  figure  or  other.  Some  of  the  apart¬ 
ments  are  fpacious  and  magnificent,  with 
high  arched  roofs  ;  which  inflead  of  plaifler 
or  flucco,  are  compofed  entirely  of  large 
mirrors,  nicely  joined  together.  The  ef¬ 
fect  that  thefe  produce  (as  each  of  them 
make  a  fmall  angle  with  the  other,)  is  ex¬ 
actly  that  of  a  multiplying  glafs;  fo  that 
when  three  or  four  people  are  walking  be¬ 
low,  there  is  always  the  appearance  of 
three  or  four  hundred  walking  above.  The 
whole  of  the  doors  are  likewife  covered 
over  with  fmall  pieces  of  mirror,  cut  into 
the  mofl  ridiculous  fliapes,  and  intermixed 
with  a  great  variety  of  cryflal  and  glafs 
of  different  colours.  All  the  chimney- 
pieces,  windows,  and  fide-boards  are  crowd¬ 
ed  wfith  pyramids  and  pillars  of  tea-pots, 
Vol.  II.  H  caudle- 
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caudle-cups,  bowls,  cups,  faucers,  &c.- 
ftrongly  cemented  together ;  fome  of  thefe 
Golumns  are  not  without  their  beauty:  one 
of  them  has  a  large  china  chamber-pot 
for  its  bafe,  and  a  circle  of  pretty  little 
flower-pots  for  its  capital;  the  fhaft  of 
the  column,  upwards  of  four  feet  long,  is 
compofed  entirely  of  tea-pots  of  different 
fizes,  diminifhed  gradually  from  the  bafe 
to  the  capital.  The  profufion  of  china 
that  has  been  employed  in  forming  thefe 
columns  is  incredible;  I  dare  fay  there  is 
not  lefs  than  forty  pillars  and  pyramids 
formed  in  this  ftrange  fantaftic  manner. 

Mofi  of  the  rooms  are  paved  with  fine 
marble  tables  of  different  colours,  that  look 
like  fo  many  tomb-ftones.  Some  of  thefe 
are  richly  wrought  with  lapis  lazuli,  por¬ 
phyry,  and  other  valuable  hones;  their 
fine  polifh  is  now  gone,  and  they  only 
appear  like  common  marble ;  the  place  of 
thefe  beautiful  tables  he  has  fupplied  by  a 
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new  fet  of  his  own  invention,  fome  of 
which  are  not  without  their  merit.  Thefe 
are  made  of  the  fineft  tortoife-Ihell  mixed 
with  mother  of  pearl,  ivory,  and  a  variety 
of  metals ;  and  are  mounted  on  fine  ftands 
of  folid  brafs. 

The  windows  of  this  inchanted  caftle 
are  compofed  of  a  variety  of  glafs  of  every 
different  colour,  mixed  without  any  fort  of 
order  or  regularity.  Blue,  red,  green, 
yellow,  purple,  violet.- — So  that  at  each 
window,  you  may  have  the  heavens  and 
earth  of  whatever  colour  you  chufe,  only 
by  looking  through  the  pane  that  pleafes 
you. 

The  houfe  clock  is  cafed  in  the  body  of 
a  ftatue ;  the  eyes  of  the  figure  move  with 
the  pendulum,  turning  up  their  white  and 
black  alternately,  and  make  a  hideous  ap¬ 
pearance. 

H  2 
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His  bed-chamber  and  dreffing-room  are 
like  two  apartments  in  Noah’s  ark  ;  there 
is  icarce  a  beaft,  however  vile,  that  he  has 
not  placed  there;  toads,  frogs,  ferpents, 
lizards,  feorpions,  all  cut  out  in  marble, 
of  their  refpe&ive  colours.  There  are  a 
good  many  bufts  too,  that  are  not  lefs  An¬ 
gularly  imagined. — Some  of  thefe  make  a 
Very  handfome  profile  on  one  fide;  turn  to 
the  other,  and  you  have  a  fkeleton;  here 
you  fee  a  nurfe  with  a  child  in  her  arms  ; 
its  back  is  exactly  that  of  an  infant;  its 
face  is  that  of  a  wrinkled  old  woman  of 
ninety. 

For  fome  minutes  one  can  laugh  at 
thefe  follies,  but  indignation  and  con¬ 
tempt  foon  get  the  better  of  your  mirth, 
and  the  laugh  is  turned  into  a  fneer.  I  own 
I  was  foon  tired  of  them ;  though  fome 
things  are  fo  ftrangely  fancied,  that  it  may 
well  excufe  a  little  mirth,  even  from  the 
moft  rigid  cynic. 


The 
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The  family  ftatues  are  charming;  they 
have  been  done  from  fome  old  pictures, 
and  make  a  moft  venerable  appearance  ;  he 
has  dreffed  them  out  from  head  to  foot,  in 
new  and  elegant  fuits  of  marble ;  and  in¬ 
deed  the  effedt  it  produces  is  more  ridiculous 
than  any  thing  you  can  conceive.  Their 
{hoes  are  all  of  black  marble,  their  flock-* 
ings  generally  of  red;  their  clothes  are  of 
different  colours,  blue,  green,  and  varie¬ 
gated,  with  a  rich  lace  of  gialP  antique . 
The  periwigs  of  the  men  and  head-dreffes 
of  the  ladies  are  of  fine  white  ;  fo  are  their 
-fliirts,  with  long  flowing  ruffles  of  alabafter. 
The  walls  of  the  houfe  are  covered  with 
fome  fine  baffo  relievos  of  white  marble, 
in  a  good  tafte  ;  thefe  he  could  not  well 
take  out,  or  alter,  fo  he  has  only  added 
immenfe  frames  to  them.  Each  frame  is 
compofed  of  four  large  marble  tables. 

The  author  and  owner  of  this  lingular 
collection  is  a  poor  miferaffle  lean  figure, 
H  3  {hivering 
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fhivering  at  a  breeze,  and  Teems  to  bs 
afraid  of  every  body  he  fpeaks  to ;  but 
(what  furprifed  me)  I  have  heard  him  tall? 
fpecioufly  enough  on  feveral  occafions.  He 
is  one  of  the  richefl  fubjeds  in  the  illand, 
and  it  is  thought  he  has  not  laid  out  lefs 
than  20,000  pounds  in  the  creation  of  this 
world  of  monflers  and  chimeras.— He 
certainly  might  have  fallen  upon  fome 
way  to  prove  himfelf  a  fool  at  a  cheaper 
rate.  However  it  gives  bread  to  a  number 
of  poor  people,  to  whom  he  is  an  excellent 
mafter.  His  houfe,  at  Palermo  is  a  good 
deal  in  the  fame  flyle;  his  carriages  arc 
covered  with  plates  of  brafs,  fo  that  1  really 
believe  fome  of  them  are  mu  fleet  proof. 

The  government  have  had  ferious 
thoughts  of  demolifhing  the  regiment  of 
monflers  he  has  placed  round  his  houfe,  but 
as  he  is  humane  and  inoffenfive,  and  as  this 
would  certainly  break  his  heart,  they  have  as 
yet  forborne.  However,  the  feeing  of  them 

by 
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!by  women  with  child  is  faid  to  have  been 
already  attended  with  very  unfortunate  cir- 
cumftances ;  feveral  living  mongers  having 
been  brought  forth  in  the  neighbourhood. 
The  ladies  complain  that  they  dare  no 
longer  take  an  airing  in  the  Bagaria ;  that 
fome  hideous  form  always  haunts  their 
imagination  for  fome  time  after :  their 
hufbands  too,  it  is  faid,  are  as  little  fatisfied 
with  the  great  variety  of  horns.  Adieu. 
I  {hall  write  you  again  by  next  poll:,  as 
matter  multiplies  fad  upon  me  in  this 
metropolis. 

Ever  yours. 


H4 
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letter  xxv. 

Palermo,  June  30th, 

fjp  H  E  account  the  people  here  give  of 
the  Sirocc,  or  South- eall  wind,  is 
truly  wonderful  j  to-day,  at  the  viceroy’s, 
we  were  complaining  of  the  violence  of 

the  heat,  the  thermometer  being  at  79, _ 

They  affured  us,  that  if  we  Raid  till  the 
end  of  next  month,  we  fhould  probably 
look  on  this  as  pleafant  cool  weather  $ 
adding,  that  if  we  had  once  experienced 
the  Sirocc,  all  other  weather  will  appear 
temperate.—  I  afked  to  what  degree  the 
thermometer  commonly  rofe  during  this 
wino ;  but  found  to  my  furprife,  that 
there  was  nofuch  inftrument  in  ufe  amon^ft 
them:  however,  the  violence  of  it,  they 
affure  us,  is  incredible ;  and  that  thofe 
who  had  remained  many  years  in  Spain 

and 
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and  Malta,  had  never  felt  any  heat  in 
thofe  countries  to  compare  to  it. — How  it 
happens  to  be  more  violent  in  Palermo 
than  in  any  other  part  of  Sicily,  is  a 
myftery  that  ftill  remains  to  be  unfolded. 
Several  treadles  have  been  written  on  this 
fubjed,  but  none  that  give  any  tolerable 
degree  of  fatisfadion.  As  we  fhall  flay 
for  fome  time  longer,  it  is  polfible  we  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  giving  you  fome 
account  of  it? 

They  have  begun  fome  weeks  ago  to 
make  preparations  for  the  great  feaft  of 
St.  Rofolia ;  and  our  friends  here  fay  they 
are  determined  that  we  fhall  not  leave 
them  till  after  it  is  over  ;  but  this  I  am 
afraid  will  not  be  in  pur  power.  The 
warm  feafon  advances,  and  the  time  we 
appointed  for  our  return  to  Naples  is 
already  elapfed ;  but  indeed,  return  when 
we  will,  we  fhall  make  but  a  bad  ex¬ 
change  ;  and  were  it  not  for  thofe  of  our 

own 
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own  country  whom  we  have  left  behind 
us,  we  certainly  fhould  have  determined 
on  a  much  longer  flay.  But  although  the 
fociety  here  is  fuperior  to  that  of  Naples, 
yet, — call  it  prejudice — or  call  it  what 
you  will,  there  is  a  —je  ne  fgai  quoi , — a 
certain  confidence  in  the  character,  the 
worth  and  friendfhip  of  our  own  people, 
that  I  have  feldom  felt  any  where  on  the 
continent,  except  in  Switzerland.  This 
fenfation,  which  conftitutes  the  charm  of 
fociety,  and  can  alone  render  it  fup- 
portable  for  any  time,  is  only  infpired 
by  fomething  analogous,  and  fympathetic, 
in  our  feelings  and  fentiments  ;  like  two 
inflruments  that  are  in  unifon,  and  vibrate 
to  each  other’s  touch  :  for  fociety  is  a 
concert,  and  if  the  inftruments  are  not 
in  tune,  there  never  can  be  harmony  • 
and  (to  carry  on  the  metaphor)  this  har¬ 
mony  too  muft  fometimes  be  heightened 
and  fupported  by  the  introdudion  of  a  Clif¬ 
ford  j  but  where  difeords  predominate, 

which 
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which  is  often  the  cafe  between  an  Eng- 
lifh  and  an  Italian  mind,  the  mufick  muft 
be  wretched  indeed. — Had  we  but  a  little 
mixture  of  our  own  fociety,  how  gladly 
fhould  we  fpend  the  winter  in  Sicily  ;  but 
we  often  think  with  regret  on  Mr.  Hamil¬ 
ton’s  and  Mr.  Walter’s  families ;  and  with 
again  to  be  on  the  continent, — Indeed, 
even  the  pleafures  we  enjoy  here,  we  owe 
principally  to  Mr.  Hamilton  :  his  recom¬ 
mendations  we  have  ever  found  to  be  the 
belt  paffport  and  introdu&ion ;  and  the 
£eal  and  cordiality  with  which  thefe  are 
always  received,  proceeds  evidently  not 
from  motives  of  deference  and  refped  to 
the  minifter,  but  of  love  and  affe&ion  to 
the  man. 

This  morning  we  went  to  fee  a  cele¬ 
brated  convent  of  Capuchins,  about  a  mile 
■yvithout  the  city  ;  it  contains  nothing  very 
remarkable  but  the  burial-place,  which 
indeed  is  a  great  curiofity.  This  is  a 

vaffc 
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vaft  fubtei  raneous  apartment,  divided  into 
large  commodious  galleries,  the  walls  on 
each  fide  of  which  are  hollowed  into  a 
Vuiiety  or  niches,  as  if  intended  for  a  great 
collection  of  ftatues ;  thefe  niches,  inftead 
of  ftatues,  are  all  filled  with  dead  bodies, 
fet  upright  upon  their  legs,  and  fixed  by 
the  back  to  the  infide  of  the  nich  :  their 
number  is  about  three  hundred  :  they  are 
all  d refled  in  the  clothes  they  ufually  wore, 
and  form  a  molt  refpe&able  and  venerable 
afiembly.  The  Ikin  and  mufcles,  by  a 
certain  preparation,  become  as  dry  and 
hard  as  a  piece  of  flock- filh  ;  and  although 
many  of  them  have  been  here  upwards 
of  two  hundred  arid  fifty  years,  yet  none 
are  reduced  to  fkeletons  ;  the  mufcles, 
indeed,  in  foroe  appear  to  be  a  good  deal 
more  fhrunk  than  in  others ;  probably 
becaufe  thefe  perlons  had  been  more  ex¬ 
tenuated  at  the  t;me  of  their  death. 


Here 
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Here  the  people  of  Palermo  pay  daily 
vifits  to  their  deceafed  friends,  and  recal 
with  pleafure  and  regret  the  fcenes  of 
their  paft  life:  here  they  familiarize  them- 
felves  with  their  future  Pate,  and  chufe 
the  company  they  would  wifh  to  keep  in 
the  other  world.  It  is  a  common  thing  to 
make  choice  of  their  nicn,  and  to  try  if 
their  body  fits  it,  that  no  alterations  may 
be  necefiary  after  they  are  dead  ;  and  fome- 
times,  by  way  of  a  voluntary  penance, 
they  accuftom  themfelves  to  Hand  for 
hours  in  thefe  niches. 

The  bodies  of  the  princes  and  firft  no¬ 
bility  are  lodged  in  handfome  chefts  or 
trunks,  fome  of  them  richly  adorned  . 
thefe  are  not  in  the  fhape  of  coffins,  but 
all  of  one  width,  and  about  a  foot  and 
a  half,  or  two  feet  deep.  The  keys  are 
kept  by  the  neareft  relations  of  the  family, 

*  who 
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who  fometimes  come  and  drop  a  tear  o-ver 
their  departed  friends. 

I  am  not  fure  if  this  is  not  a  better 
method  of  difpofing  of  the  dead  than 
ours.  Thefe  vifits  muft  prove  admirable 
leflbns  of  humility;  and  I  affure  you, 
they  are  not  fuch  objects  of  horror  as  you 
would  imagine:  they  are  faid,  even  for 
ages  after  death,  to  retain  a  ftrong  like- 
nefs  to  what  they  were  when  alive;  fo 
that,  as  foon  as  you  have  conquered  the 
fiift  feeling  excited  by  thefe  venerable 
figures,  you  only  confider  this  as  a  vaft 
gallery  of  original  portraits,  drawn  after 
the  life,  by  the  jufteft  and  moft  unpre¬ 
judiced  hand.  It  mull;  be  owned  that 
the  colours  are  rather  faded;  and  the 
pencil  does  not  appear  to  have  been  the 
moll  flattering  in  the  world;  but  no  mat¬ 
ter,  it  is  the  pencil  of  truth,  and  not  of  a 
mercenary,  who  only  wants  to  pleafe. 

We 
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We  were  alleging  too,  that  it  might  be 
made  of  very  considerable  utility  to  So¬ 
ciety  ;  and  that  thefe  dumb  orators  could 
give  the  mod:  pathetic  lectures  upon  pride 
and  vanity.  Whenever  a  fellow  began 
to  Strut,  like  Mr.  B.  or  to  affedt  the 
haughty  Supercilious 'air,  he  Should  be  fent 
to  converfe  with  his  friends  in  the  gallery  ; 
and  if  their  arguments  did  not  bring  him 
to  a  proper  way  of  thinking,  I  would  give 
him  up  as  incorrigible. 

At  Bologna  they  Shewed  us  the  Skeleton 
of  a  celebrated  beauty,  who  died  at  a 
period  of  life  when  She  was  Still  the  objedt 
of  univerfal  admiration.  By  way  of  mak¬ 
ing  atonement  for  her  own  vanity,  She 
bequeathed  herfelf  as  a  monument,  to 
curb  the  vanity  of  others.  Recollecting 
cn  her  death-bed  the  great  adulation  that 
had  been  paid  to  her  charms,  and  the  fatal 
change  they  were  foon  to  undergo.  She 
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ordered  that  her  body  fhould  be  difleded* 
and  her  bones  hung  up  for  the  infpedion 
of  all  young  maidens  who  are  inclined  to 
be  vain  of  their  beauty.  However,  if  fhe 
had  been  preferved  in  this  moral  gallery, 
the  leffon  would  have  been  ftronger ;  for 
thofe  very  features  that  had  raifed  her 
vanity  would  Hill  have  remained,  only  di¬ 
verted  of  all  their  power,  and  difarmed  of 
every  charm. 

Some  of  the  'Capuchins  fleep  in  thefe 
galleries  every  night,  and  pretend  to  have 
many  wonderful  vifions  and  revelations ; 
but  the  truth  is,  that  very  few  people 
believe  them. 

No  woman  is  ever  admitted  into  this 
convent  either  dead  or  alive ;  and  this 
interdiction  is  written  in  large  charaders 
over  the  gate.  The  poor  indolent  Capu¬ 
chins,  the  fraileft  of  all  flefh,  have  great 

need 
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need  of  fuch  precautions:  they  have  no 
occupation  from  without,  and  they  have 
no  refources  within  themfelves,  fo  that 
they  muft  be  an  eafy  prey  to  every  tempt¬ 
ation  :  Bocaccio,  and  all  the  books  of 
that  kind,  are  filled  with  fiories  of  their 
frailty. — Yefterday,  dining  at  the  Prince 
of  Sperlinga’s,  and  talking  on  this  fub- 
je&,  the  Abbe  T - gave  us  an  anec¬ 

dote  of  a  friend  of  his,  who  was  formerly 
a  brother  of  this  convent.  He  is  known 
by  the  name  of  Fra  Pafqual,  and  has 
paffed  through  many  fingular  fcenes  of 
life,  which  it  would  be  too  long  to  re¬ 
count.  His  laft  migration,  or,  if  you 
will,  tranfmigration,  was  from  one  of  the 
banditti  of  this  kingdom,  in  which  ca¬ 
pacity,  he  had  been  enrolled  for  fome  time  ; 
but,  tired  of  the  danger  and  fatigue  to 
which  he  was  perpetually  expofed,  he  at 
laft  determined  to  exchange  the  character 
of  the  hero,  for  that  of  the  faint,  and  try 
Vol.  II,  I  if 
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if  it  was  not  both  fafer  and  furer,  to  rely 
on  the  weaknefs  of  others,  than  on  our 
own  ftrength. 

Fra  Pafqual  pretended  a  ftrong  com¬ 
punction  for  the  tranfgreffions  of  his  paft 
life,  and  made  a  promife  to  the  Virgin, 
that  the  remainder  of  it  fhould  be  fpent  in 
mortification  and  penance,  to  atone  for 
them.  To  this  end,  Pafqual,  took  the  vows 
of  poverty  and  of  chaftity,  and  entered 
into  all  the  rigours  of  the  monaftic  life. — 
For  fome  weeks  he  behaved  in  a  moft  ex¬ 
emplary  manner ;  he  went  barefooted, 
wore  a  large  rofary,  and  a  thicker  cord  of 
difcipline  than  any  monk  in  the  convent ; 
and  his  whole  deportment  gave  teftimony 
of  the  moil  unfeigned  repentance;  how¬ 
ever,  the  devil  was  ftill  at  work  in  the 
heart  of  Pafqual,  and  all  thefe  external 
mortifications  only  made  him  work  the 
harder;  in  lhort,  he  found  it  impoffible 
to  drive  him  out ;  Pafqual  was  fenfible  of 

this ; 
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this ;  and  afraid  left  the  enemy  fhould  at 
laft  get  the  better  of  him,  he  thought  it 
advifeable  to  leave  at  Palermo  the  character 
of  fandtity  he  had  acquired,  and  begin 
fomewhere  elfe  upon  a  new  fcore.  He 
embarked  for  Naples,  where  he  was  foon 
admitted  into  a  capuchin  convent. 

As  Pafqual  knew  from  experience  that 
the  dull  uniformity  of  the  monaftic  life 
required  fome  little  amufements  to  ren¬ 
der  it  fupportable,  the  firft  thing  he  fet 
about  was  to  find  a  miftrefs.  He  made 
love  to  a  lady  of  eafy  virtue,  who  loon- 
admitted  his  addreffes,  but  at  the  fame 
time  informed  him  that  he  had  a  for¬ 
midable  rival,  who  was  jealous  as  a  tiger, 
and  would  not  fail  to  put  them  both  to 
death,  Ihould  he  difcover  the  intrigue. 
This  was  no  other  than  a  lifeguard-man, 
a  fellow  of  fix  feet  two  inches,  with  a  vaft 
fpada,  like  that  of  Goliah,  and  a  monftrous 
pair  of  curled  whilkers,  that  would  have 

I  2  call 
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caft  a  damp  on  the  heart  of  any  man  but 
Fra  Pafqual ;  but  the  monaftic  life  had  not 
yet  enervated  him ;  he  was  accuftomed 
to  danger,  and  loved  a  few  difficulties  i 
however,  as  in  his  prefent  character  he 
could  not  be  on  a  footing  with  his  rival, 
he  thought  it  beft  only  to  make  ufe  of 
prudence  and  ftratagem  to  fupplant  him  : 
thefe  are  the  ecclefiaftical  arms,  and  they 
have  generally  been  found  too  hard  for  the 
military. 

The  lady  promifed  him  an  interview  as 
foon  as  the  court  fhould  go  to  Portici, 
where  the  lifeguard-man’s  duty  obliged 
him  to  attend  the  king.  Pafqual  waited 
with  impatience  for  fome  time;  at  laft 
the  wiffied-for  night  arrived ;  the  king  fet 
off,  after  the  opera,  with  all  his  guards. 
Pafqual  flew  like  lightning  to  the  arms 
of  his  miftrefs;  the  preliminaries  were 
foon  fettled,  and  the  happy  lovers  had  juft 
fallen  afleep,  when  they  were  fuddenly 

alarmed 


SICILY  AND  MALTA. 


117 

alarmed  by  a  rap  and  a  well  known  voice 
at  the  door.  The  lady  flatted  up  in  an 
agony  of  defpair,  alluring  Pafqual  that 
they  were  both  undone  ;  that  this  was 
her  lover ;  and  if  fome  expedient  was  not 
fallen  upon,  in  the  firfb  tranfports  of  his 
fury,  he  would  certainly  put  them  both  to 
death.  There  was  no  time  for  refledion  5 
the  lifeguard-man  demanded  entrance  in 
the  moil  peremptory  manner,  and  the  lady 
was  obliged  to  inftant  compliance.  Paf¬ 
qual  had  juft  time  to  gather  his  rags 
together,  and  cram  himfelf  in  below  the 
bed ;  at  that  inftant  the  door  opened,  and 
the  giant  came  in,  rattling  his  arms  and 
forming  at  his  miftrefs,  for  having  made 
him  wait  fo  long ;  however,  fhe  foon 
pacified  him.  He  then  ordered  her  to 
ftrike  a  light,  that  he  might  fee  to  undrefs ; 
■—this  ftruck  Pafqual  to  the  foul,  and  he 
gave  himfelf  up  for  loft;  however,  the 
lady’s  addrefs  faved  him,  when  he  leaft 
espeded  it.  In  bringing  the  tinder,  ihe 
I  3  too^ 
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took  care  to  let  fall  fome  water  into  the 
box ;  and  all  the  beating  (he  and  her 
lover  could  beat,  they  could  not  produce 
one  fpark.  Every  ftroke  of  the  flint  found¬ 
ed  in  Pafqual’s  ears  like  his  death-knell ; 
but  when  he  heard  the  lifeguard-man 
fwearing  at  the  tinder  for  not  kindling,  he 
began  to  conceive  fome  hopes,  and  bleffed 
the  fertile  invention  of  woman. — The  lady 
told  him  he  might  eafily  get  a  light  at 
the  guard,  which  was  at  no  great  diftance. 
— • -Pafqual’s  heart  leaped  with  joy; — but 
when  the  foldier  anfwered  that  he  was 
abfent  without  leave,  and  durft  not  be 
feen,  it  again  began  to  flag ;  but  on  his 
ordering  her  to  go — it  died  within  him, 
and  he  now  found  himfelr  in  greater  dan¬ 
ger  than  ever.  The  lady  herfelf  was  dif- 
concerted;  but  quickly  recovering,  fire 
told  him,  it  would  be  too  long  before  fhe 
could  get  dreffed;  but  advifed  him  to  go 
to  the  corner  of  a  neighbouring  flreet, 
where  there  was  a  lamp  burning  before 

the 
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the  Virgin  Mary,  who  could  have  no 
objection  to  his  lighting  a  candle  at  it. — 
Pafqual  revived ;  but  the  foldier  declared 
he  was  too  much  fatigued  with  his  walk, 
and  would  rather  undrefs  in  the  dark;  he 
at  the  fame  time  began  to  grope  below  the 
bed  for  a  bottle  of  liqueurs,  which  he  knew 
flood  there. — Pafqual  fhook  like  a  quaker, 

• — however,  ftill  he  efcaped. — The  lady 
obferving  what  he  was  about,  made  a 
fpring,  and  got  him  the  bottle,  at  the 
very  inftant  he  was  within  an  inch  of 
feizing  Pafqual’s  head. —  The  lady  then 
went  to  bed,  and  told  her  lover,  as  it  was, 
a  cold  night,  fhe  would  warm  his  place 
for  him.  Pafqual  admired  her  addrefs,. 
and  began  to  conceive  fome  hopes  op 
efcaping. 

Plis  fituation  was  the  moft  irkfome  in 
the  world ;  the  bed  was  fo  low,  that  he 
had  no  room  to  move ;  and  when  the 
great  heavy  lifeguard-man  entered  it,  he 
I  4  found 
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found  himfelf  fqueezed  down  to  the  ground, 
He  lay  trembling  and  IHfling  his  breath 
for  forne  time,  but  found  it  abfolutely  im- 
poffible  to  fupport  his  fituation  till  morn¬ 
ing  ;  and  indeed,  if  it  had,  his  clothesj 
which  were  fcattered  about,  muft  infal¬ 
libly  difcover  him  :  he  therefore  began  to 
think  of  making  his  efcape  ;  but  he  could 
not  move  without  alarming  his  rival, 
who  was  now  lying  above  him.  At  firft 
he  thought  of  rufhing  fuddenly  out,  and 
throwing  himfelf  into  the  ftreet;  but  this 
he  difdained,  and,  on  fecond  thoughts! 
determined  to  feize  the  lifeguard-man’s 
fword,  and  either  put  him  to  death,  or 
make  an  honourable  capitulation  both  for 
himfelf  and  the  lady.  In  the  midft  of 
thefe  reflections,  his  rival  began  to  fnore, 
and  Pafqual  declares  that  no  mufic  was 
ever  fo  grateful  to  his  foul.  He  tried  to  dir 
a  little,  and  finding  that  it  did  not  awake 
the  enemy,  he  by  degrees  worked  himfelf 
out  of  his  [ r  Ton.  He  immediately  laid 
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hold  of  the  great  fpada  ; — when  all  his 
fears  forfook  him,  and  he  felt  as  bold  as 
a  lion.  He  now  relinquifhed  the  daftardly 
fcheme  of  efcaping,  and  only  thought  how 
he  could  beft  retaliate  on  his  rival,  for  all 
that  he  had  made  him  fuffer. 

As  Pafqual  was  Hark  naked,  it  was  no 
more  trouble  to  him  to  put  on  the  foldier’s 
clothes  than  his  own;  and  as  both  his 
cloak  and  his  cappouch  together  were  not 
worth  a  fixpence,  he  thought  it  moft  eli¬ 
gible  to  equip  himfelf  a  la  militaire,  and 
to  leave  his  facerdotal  robes  to  the  foldier. 
In  a  fhort  time  he  was  drefled  cap-a-pie. 
His  greafy  cowl,  his  cloak,  his  fandals, 
his  rofary,  and  his  rope  of  difcipline,  he 
gathered  together,  and  placed  on  a  chair 
before  the  bed  ;  and  girding  himfelf  with 
a  great  buff  belt,  inftead  of  the  cordon 
of  St.  Francis,  and  grafping  his  trufty 
Toledo  inftead  of  the  crucifix,  he  fallied 
forth  into  the  ftreet.  He  pondered  fof 
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fome  time  what  fcheme  to  fall  upon ;  and 
at  firft  thought  of  returning  in  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  another  lifeguard-man,  pretend¬ 
ing  to  have  been  fent  by  the  officer  with  a 
guard  in  queft  of  his  companion,  who  not 
being  found  in  his  quarters,  was  fuppofed 
to  have  deferted :  and  thus,  after  having 
made  him  pay  heartily  for  all  that  he  had 
fuffered  under  the  bed,  to  leave  him  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  pannic,  and  the  elegant 
fuit  of  clothes  he  had  provided  him.  How¬ 
ever,  he  was  not  fatisfied  with  this  re¬ 
venge,  and  determined  on  one  hill  more 
folid.  He  went  to  the  guard,  and  told 
the  officer  that  he  had  met  a  Capuchin 
friar,  with  all  the  enfigns  of  his  fan&ity 
about  him,  fculking  through  the  ftreets, 
in  the  dead  of  night,  when  they  pretend 
to  be  employed  in  prayer  for  the  fins 
of  mankind.  That  prompted  by  curiofity 
to  follow  him,  the  holy  friar  as  he  ex¬ 
pected  went  ftraight  to  the  houfe  of  a 
celebrated  courtezan,  that  he  faw  him 
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admitted,  and  liftened  at  the  window  till 
he  heard  themdgo  to  bed  together :  that  if 
he  did  not  find  this  information  to  be  true, 
he  Ihould  refign  himfelf  his  prifoner,  and 
fubmit  to  whatever  punilhment  he  Ihould 

think  proper. 

The  officer  and  his  guard  delighted 
to  have  fuch  a  hold  of  a  Capuchin,  (who 
pretend  to  be  the  very  models  of  fandity, 
and  who  revile  in  a  particular  manner  the 
licentious  life  of  the  military)  turned  out 
with  the  utmoft  alacrity,  and,  under  the 
condud  of  Pafqual,  furrounded  the  lady’s 
houfe.  Pafqual  began  thundering  at  the 
door  ;  and  demanded  entrance  for  the 
officer  and  his  guard.  The  unhappy  fol- 
dier  waking  with  the  noife,  and  not  doubt¬ 
ing  that  it  was  a  detachment  fent  to  feize 
him,  gave  himfelf  up  to  defpair,  and  in- 
ftantly  took  Ihelter  in  the  very  place  that 
Pafqual  had  fo  lately  occupied;  at  the 
fame  time  laying  hold  of  all  the  things  he 

found 
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found  on  the  chair,  never  doubting  that 
they  were  his  own  clothes.  As  the  lady 
was  fomewhat  dilatory  in  opening  the 
door,  Pafqual  pretended  to  put  his  foot  to 
it,  when  up  it  flew,  and  entering  with  the 
officer  and  his  guard,  demanded  the  body 
of  a  Capuchin  friar,  who  they  were  in¬ 
formed  lodged  with  her  that  night.  The 
lady  had  heard  Pafqual  go  out,  and  having 
no  fufpicion  that  he  would  inform  againft 
himfelf,  fhe  protefted  her  innocence  in  the 
moft  folemn  manner,  taking  all  the  faints 
to  witnefs  that  fhe  knew  no  fuch  perfon  : 
but  Pafqual  fufpedfing  the  retreat  of  the 
lover,  began  groping  below  the  bed,  and 
loon  pulled  out  his  own  greafy  cowl  and 
cloak  “  Here  (faid  he  to  the  officer)— 
here  are  proofs  enough  : — I’ll  anfwer  for 
“  it,  Signor  P adre  himfelf  is  at  no  great 
u  diftance.” — And  putting  his  nofe  below 
the  bed  <s  Fogh  (fay  he)  I  fmell  him; — 

{c  he  Ainks  like  a  fox.  The  fureft  method 
of  finding  a  Capuchin,  is  by  the  nofe; 

“  you 
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“  you  may  wind  him  a  mile  off.” — Then 
lowering  their  lanthorn,  they  beheld  the 
unfortunate  lover  fqueezed  in  betwixt  the 
bed  and  the  ground,  and  almoft  ftifled. — 

««  Ecco  to,  (faid  Pafqual)  here  he  is,  with 
«  all  the  enfigns  of  his  holinefs;”  and 
pulling  them  out  one  by  one, — the  crucifix, 
the  rofary,  and  the  cord  of  difcipline, — 
“  You  may  fee  (faid  he)  that  the  reverend 
“  father  came  here  to  do  penance  and 
taking  up  the  cord,— “  Suppofe  now  we 
“  fhould  affift  him  in  this  meritorious 
tc  work.  Andiamo ,  Signor  Padre^-an- 
“  dianio.  --We  will  fave  you  the  trouble  of 
“  infliddng  it  yourfelf ; — and  whether  you 
“  came  here  to  fin,  or  to  repent,  by  your 
“  own  maxims,  you  know,  a  little  found 
“  difcipline  is  healthful  to  the  foul.5’-— The 
guard  were  lying  round  the  bed,  in  con- 
vulfions  of  laughter;  and  began  breaking 
the  mod  galling  and  moil  infolent  joxes 

upon  the  fuppofed  padre.— The  lifeguard- 

man 
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man  thought  himfelf  enchanted.-— He  at 
laft  ventured  to  fpeak,  and  declared  they 
were  all  in  a  miftake that  he  was  no 
Capuchin  :-—upon  which  the  laugh  re¬ 
doubled,  and  the  coarfeft  jokes  were  re¬ 
peated.  The  lady,  in  the  mean  time, 
with  the  beft  diflembled  marks  of  fear  and 
aftoniffiment,  ran  about  the  room,  ex¬ 
claiming — “  Ohm  Siamo  perduti, — Siamo 
<(  incantati, — Siamo  hiforcelati” — Pafqual 
delighted  to  fee  that  his  plan  had  taken  its 
full  effe<T,  thought  it  now  time  to  make 
his  retreat,  before  the  unfortunate  lover 
could  have  an  opportunity  of  examining 
his  clothes,  and  perhaps  detecting  him  :  he 
therefore  pretended  regimental  bufinefs, 
and  regretting  much  that  he  was  obliged  to 
join  his  corps,  took  leave  of  the  officer  and 
his  guard  ;  at  the  fame  time  recommending 
by  all  means,  to  treat  the  holy  father  with 
all  that  reverence  and  refped  that  was  due 
to  fo  facred  a  perfon. 


The 
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The  lifeguard-man,  when  he  got  out 
from  below  the  bed,  began  to  look  about 
for  his  clothes  ;  but  obferving  nothing  but 
the  greafy  weeds  of  a  Capuchin  friar,  he 
was  now  perfectly  convinced,  that  Heaven 
had  delivered  him  over,  for  his  offences, 
to  the  power  of  fome  dsemon  ;  (for  of  all 
mortals,  the  Neapolitan  foldieis  are  the 
moft  fuperflitious) — The  lady  too,  a&ed 
her  part  fo  well,  that  he  had  no  longer 
any  doubt  of  it. — “  Thus  it  is  (Taid  he  in  a 
“  penitential  voice)  to  offend  heaven!*— I 
“  own  my  fin.— -I  knew  it  was  Friday,  and 
“  yet — O,  flefh,  flefh  !— -Had  it  been  any 
“  other  day,  I  hill  fhould  have  remained 

“  what  I  was. - -O,  St.  Gennaro  !  I  pafs’d 

((  thee  *  too  without  paying  the  due 

“  refpedt : - thy  all-feeing  eye  has  found 

“  me  out.  Gentlemen,  do  with  me  what 
“  you  pleafe;— I  am  not  what  I  feem  to 

*  A  celebrated  ftatue  of  St.  Januarius,  betwixt 
Portici  and  Naples. 


“  be.” 
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“  be.” - “  No,  no,  (faid  the  officer)  we 

“  are  fenfible  of  that. — But,  come,  Signor 
“  Padre,  on  with  your  garments,  and 

“  march  ; — wre  have  no  time  to  trifle. - 

“  Here,  Corporal — (giving  him  the  cordon) 
“  tie  his  hands,  and  let  him  feel  the  weight 
“  of  St.  Francis. — The  faint  owes  him  that, 
“  for  having  fo  impudently  denied  him  for 
“  his  matter.’’ — The  poor  foldier  was  per¬ 
fectly  paflive  ; - they  arrayed  him  in  the 

fandals,  the  cowl,  and  the  cloak  of  Fra 
Pafqual,  and  put  the  great  rofary  about 
his  neck ;  and  a  moft  woeful  figure  he 
made.— -The 'officer  made  him  look  in  the 
glafs,  to  try  if  he  could  recolleCt  himfelf, 
and  afked  if  he  was  a  Capuchin  now  or 
not.- — He  was  fhocked  at  his  own  appear¬ 
ance  ;  but  bore  every  thing  with  meeknefs 
and  refignation.  They  then  conducted 
him  to  the  guard,  belabouring  him  all 
the  way  with  the  cord  of  St.  Francis,  and 
afking  him  every  flroke,  if  he  knew  his 
matter  now  ? 


In 
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In  the  mean  time,  Pafqual  was  fnug 
in  his  convent,  enjoying  the  fweets  of  his 
adventure.  He  had  a  fpare  cloak  and 
cowl,  and  was  foon  equipped  again  like 
one  of  the  holy  fathers ;  he  then  took  the 
clothes  and  accoutrements  of  the  lifeguard- 
man,  and  laid  them  in  a  heap,  near  the 
gate  of  another  convent  of  Capuchins,  but 
at  a  great  diftance  from  his  own,  referving 
only  to  himfelf  a  trifle  of  money  which  he 
found  in  the  breeches  pocket,  juft  to  in¬ 
demnify  him  for  the  lofs  of  his  cloak  and 
his  cowl ;  and  even  this,  he  fays,  he  fhould 
have  held  facred,  but  he  knew  whoever 
fhould  find  the  clothes,  would  make  law¬ 
ful  prize  of  it. 

The  poor  foldier  remained  next  day  a 
fpedhacle  of  ridicule  to  all  the  world  ;  at 
laft  his  companions  heard  of  his  ftrange 
metamorphofis,  and  came  in  troops  to  fee 
him  :  their  jokes  were  perhaps  ftill  more 
galling  than  thofe  of  the  guard,  but  as  he 

Vol.  II.  K  thought 
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thought  himfelf  under  the  finger  of  God* 
or  at  lead  of  St.  Januarius,  he  bore  all 
with  meeknefs  and  patience ;  at  lad  his 
clothes  were  found,  and  he  was  fet  at 
liberty  ;  but  he  believes  to  this  day,  that 
the  whole  was  the  work  of  the  devil,  fent 
to  chaftife  him  for  his  fins ;  and  has  neve? 
fince  feen  his  miftrefs  on  a  Friday,  nor 
pafled  the  datue  of  St.  Januarius  without 
muttering  a  prayer.  Fra  Pafqual  has  told 
the  dory  to  feveral  of  his  moll  intimate 
friends,  whom  he  can  depend  on,  amongd 
whom  is  the  Abbe  T-t-i,  who  has  often 
had  it  from  his  own  mouth. 

I  beg  pardon  for  this  long  ftory  ;  had  I 
fufpe&ed  that  it  would  have  run  out  to 
half  this  length,  I  allure  you,  I  fhould 
not  have  troubled  you  with  it.  Perhaps, 
however,  you  will  think  this  apology  pre- 
cifely  the  mod  unneceflary,  and  mod:  im¬ 
pertinent  part  of  it  all. — This  is  often  the 
fate  of  apologies,  particularly  for  long  let¬ 
ters  5 


/ 
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ters ;  Firft,  becaufe  it  .always  makes  them 
longer Secondly, — Hey-day  !  where  are 
we  going  now  ? — To  return  then  to  our 
fubjeCt.  We  had  no  fooner  left  the  Capu¬ 
chin  convent,  than  our  carriage  broke 
down,  long  before  we  reached  the  city : 
and  as  walking  (at  Palermo  as  well  as 
Naples)  is  of  all  things  the  moll  difgrace- 
ful,  we  riflced  by  this  unfortunate  acci¬ 
dent  to  have  our  characters  blafted  for 
ever.  However,  Philip,  our  Sicilian  fer- 
vant,  took  care  to  make  fuch  a  noife  about 
it,  that  our  dignity  did  not  much  fuffer. 
He  kept  a  little  diftance  before  us,  pelting 
and  blafting  all  the  way  at  their  curfed 
crazy  carriages  ; — and  fwearing  that  there 
never  was  any  thing  in  the  world  fo  in¬ 
famous  :  that  in  a  city  like  Palermo,  the 
capital  of  all  Sicily,  Signori  of  our  rank 
and  dignity  fhould  be  obliged  to  walk 
on  foot;  that  it  mult  be  an  eternal  reflec¬ 
tion  again!!  the  place, — and  bawled  out 
to  every  perfon  he  met,  if  there  was  no 
K  2  coaches 
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coaches  to  be  had  ;  no  carriages  of  any 
kind,  either  for  love  or  money.  In  fhort, 
we  had  not  got  half  through  the  ftreet,  be¬ 
fore  we  had  feveral  offers  from  gentlemen 
of  our  acquaintance,  who  lamented  exceed¬ 
ingly  the  indignity  we  had  buffered,,  and 
wondered  much,  that  we  did  not  rather 
fend  forward  a  fervant  for  another  coach, 
and  wait  (in  the  heat  of  the  fun)  till  it 
arrived. 

This  is  not  the  only  time  that  Philip’s 
wits  have  been  of  fervice  to  us  on  fuch  oc- 
caiions.  A  few  nights  ago,  we  had  a  dif- 
pute  with  our  coachman  ;  turned  him  oft, 
and  had  not  provided  another.  We  were 
unfortunately  engaged  to  go  to  the  great 
converfation.  What  was  to  be  done  ? — No 
fuch  thing  as  walking.— Should  we  be 
caught  in  the  fz.Cc,  we  are  oifgiaced  for 
ever.—  It  would  be  worfe  than  to  be 
caught  in  that  of  adultery.— No  alternative, 
however.  There  was  not  a  coach  to  be 

had, 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  1:3 

had,  and  our  old  coachman  would  not 
ferve  us  for  one  night  only. —  Philip  made 
fad  wry  faces,  and  fwore  the  coachman 
ought  to  be  crucified  ; — but  when  he  faw 
us  bent  on  walking,  he  was  ftill  more  di- 
ftreffed  ;  and  I  really  believe,  if  we  had 
been  difcovered,  that  he  would  not  have 
ferved  us  any  longer.  He  therefore  fet  his 
wits  to  work,  how  he  fhould  preferve  both 
his  mafter’s  honour  and  his  own  place. 
He  at  firfi:  hefitated,  before  he  would  take 
up  the  flambeau  ;  but  he  would  by  no 
means  be  prevailed  on  to  light  it.-—' “  What, 
*4  (faid  Philip)  do  you  think  I  have  no 
<{  more  regard  for  you,  than  to  expofe  you 
to  the  eyes  of  the  whole  world  ?  No,  no, 
<c  Gentlemen  ;  if  you  will  bring  yourfelves 
“  to  difgrace,  you  fliall  not  at  leaft  make 
f(  me  the  agent  of  fhewing  it :  but  remern- 
“  ber,  if  you  are  obferved  walking,  no 
“  mortal  will  believe  you  keep  a  coach  j 
and  do  you  expert  after  that  to  be  re- 
ceived  into  company  ?” — Well,  well, 
K-  3  “  Philip, 
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“  Philip,  do  as  you  pleafe,  but  we  muft  go 
“  to  the  converfation.” — Philip  fhrugged  up 
his  fhoulders. —  “  Diabolo — che  faremo  ! 

Andiamo  dunque  Signori — andiamoP— 
So  faying,  he  led  the  way,  and  we  fol~ 
lowed. 

Philip  had  fludied  the  geography  of  the 
town ;  he  conducted  us  through  lanes  only 
known  to  himfelf,  and  carefully  avoided 
the  great  ftreet ;  till  at  laft  we  arrived  at  a 
little  entry,  which  leads  to  the  converfation 
rooms ;  here  the  carriages  ufually  Hop.  We 
flipped  up  the  entry  in  the  dark  ;  when 
Philip,  darting  into  a  {hop,  lighted  his 
flambeau  in  an  inftant,  and  came  ruftaing 
before  us,  bawling  out, — “  Piazza  fer  gli 
*'■  Signori  forrejiieri — -when  all  the  world 
immediately  made  way  for  us. — After  we 
bad  got  into  the  rooms,  he  called  fo  loud 
after  us,  afking  at  w7hat  time  he  Ihould 
order  the  coach  to  return  ;  that,  overcome 
partly  by  rifibility,  and  partly  by  a  con- 

fcioufnefs 
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fcioufnefs  of  the  deceit,  not  one  of  us  had 
power  to  anfwer  him.  Philip,  however, 
followed  us,  and  repeated  the  queftion  fo 
often,  that  we  were  obliged  to  give  him  a 
reply,  “  a  mezzo  notte .” — At  midnight  he 
came  to  tell  us  that  the  coach  was  ready. — • 
We  were  curious  to  fee  how  he  would  be¬ 
have  on  this  occafion ;  for  it  was  not  half 
fo  difficult  to  get  in  unobferved,  as  to  get 
out :  however,  Philip’s  genius  was  equal 
to  both. — As  foon  as  we  got  into  the  entry, 
he  run  to  the  door,  bawling  out  Antonio, 
as  hard  as  he  could  roar. — No  Antonio  an- 
fwered  ;  and  unfortunately,  there  was  a 
number  of  gentlemen  and  ladies  going 
away  at  the  fame  time.  They  begged  of 
11s,  as  ftrangers,  to  flep  firft  into  our  car¬ 
riage,  and  absolutely  refufed  to  go  out  be¬ 
fore  us.  Philip  was  fadly  puzzled. — He 
firft  ran  up  the  ftreet,  then  he  ran  down, 
and  came  back  all  out  of  breath,  curling 
Antonio.  “  That  rafcal  (faid  he)  is  never 
jn  the  way,  and  you  mull  turn  him  off. — 

K  4  “  He 
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“  He  pretends  that  he  could  not  get  up  his 
“  coach  to  the  door,  for  the  great  crowd  of 
“  carriages ;  and  is  waiting  about  fifty 
“  yards  below. — Voftri  Eccellenzi  had  better 
u  ftep  down  (faid  Philip)  otherwife  you 
<s  will  be  obliged  to  wait  here  at  leaft  half 
“  an  hour.” — We  took  leave  of  the  com¬ 
pany,  and  fet  off.  —  Philip  ran  like  a 
lamp-lighter,  till  he  had  almoft  palled  the 
carriages,  when  dafhing  his  flambeau  on 
the  ground,  as  if  by  accident,  he  extin- 
guilhed  it,  and  getting  into  a  narrow  lane, 
he  waited  till  we  came  up ;  when  he  whif- 
pered  us  to  follow  him, — and  conduced 
us  back,  by  the  fame  labyrinth  we  had 
come  ;  and  thus  faved  us  from  eternal  in¬ 
famy. —  However,  he  allures  us,  that  he 
will  not  venture  it  again  for  his  place. 

Now,  what  do  you  think  of  a  nation 
where  fuch  prejudices  as  thefe  prevail  ? — It 
is  pretty  much  the  cafe  all  over  Italy. — An 
Italian  nobleman  is  afhamed  of  nothing  fo 

much 
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much  as  making  ufe  of  his  legs.  1  hey 
think  their  dignity  augments  by  the  repofe 
of  their  members ;  and  that  no  man  can  be 
truly  refpedable,  that  does  not  loll  away 
one  half  of  his  time  on  a  fofa,  or  in  a  car¬ 
riage. —In  fhort,  a  man  is  obliged  to  be 
indolent  and  effeminate,  not  to  be  defpifed 
and  ridiculous.— What  can  we  expedt  of 
fuch  a  people  ?— Can  they  be  capable  of 
any  thing  great  or  manly,  who  feem  alrnoft 
afhamed  to  appear  men ! — I  own,  it  furpaffes 
my  comprehenfion ;  and  I  blefs  my  ftars 
every  time  that  I  think  of  honelt  John  Bull, 
even  wuth  all  his  faults. — Will  you  believe 
me,  that,  of  all  that  I  have  known  in  Italy, 
there  are  fcarce  half  a  dozen  that  have  had 
fortitude  enough  to  fubdue  this  moft  con¬ 
temptible  of  all  human  prejudices  ?— The 
Prince  of  Campo  Franco  too  in  this  place, 
is  above  it.  He  is  a  noble  fellow,  and  both 
in  his  perfon  and  character,  greatly  re- 
fembles  our  late  worthy  friend,  General 
Craufurd.  He  is  a  major-general  too,  and 

always 
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always  dreffes  in  his  uniform,  which  ftili 
increafes  the  refemblance.  Every  time  I 
fee  him,  he  fays  or  does  fomething  that  re¬ 
calls  ftrongly  to  my  mind  the  idea  of  our 
noble  general.— He  laughs  at  the  follies  of 
his  country,  and  holds  thefe  wretched  pre¬ 
judices  in  that  contempt  they  deferve.— 
“  What  would  the  old  hardy  Romans  think 
(faid  he,  talking  on  this  fubjeft)  were 
“  they  permitted  to  take  a  view  of  the  oc- 
“  cupations  of  their  progeny  ?— I  fhould 
like  to  fee  a  Brutus  or  a  Caffius  amongd: 
“  us  for  a  little;— how  the  clumfy  vulgar 
“  fellows  would  be  hooted.— I  dare  fay 

“  they  would  foon  be  glad  to  return  to  the 
*{  fhades  again.’’ 

Adieu ;— for  fome  nights  part  we  have 
been  obferving  the  courfe  of  a  comet ;  and 
as  we  were  the  firft  people  here  that  took 
notice  of  ii,  I  allure  you,  we  are  looked 
upon  as  very  profound  aftronomers.  I  fliali 
lay  more  of  it  next  letter.— We  have  now 

got 
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got  out  of  our  abominable  inn,  and  have 
taken  a  final  leave  of  our  French  landlady. 
The  count  Bufhemi,  a  very  amiable  young 
man,  has  been  kind  enough  to  provide  us 
a  lodging  on  the  fea  fhore ;  one  of  the 
cooleft  and  moft  agreeable  in  Palermo. 

Ever  yours,  &c. 
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Palermo,  July  2d. 

U  R  comet  is  now  gone ;  we  firft  ob¬ 
served  it  on  the  24th.  It  had  no  tail, 
but  was  furrounded  with  a  faintifh  ill  de¬ 
fined  light,  that  made  it  look  like  a  bright 
Ear  fhining  through  a  thin  cloud.  This,  in 
all  probability,  is  owing  to  an  atmofphere, 
around  the  body  of  the  comet,  that  caufes 
a  refradion  of  the  rays,  and  prevents  them 
from  reaching  us  with  that  diftindnefs  we 
obferve  in  bodies  that  have  no  atmofphere. 
—We  were  ftill  the  more  perfuaded  of  this 
two  nights  ago,  when  we  had  the  good  for¬ 
tune  to  catch  the  comet  juftpaffing  clofe  by 
a  fmall  fixed  ftar,  whofe  light  was  not 
only  confiderably  dimrn’d,  but  we  thought 
we  obferved  a  fenfible  change  of  place  in 
the  ftar,  as  foon  as  its  rays  fell  into  the 

atmo- 
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atmofphere  of  the  comet ;  owing  no  doubt 
to  the  refraction  in  paffing  through  that 
atmofphere.— We  attempted  to  trace  the 
line  of  the  comet’s  courfe,  but  as  we  could 
find  no  globe,  it  was  not  poffible  to  do  it 
with  any  degree  of  precifion. — Its  direction 
was  almoft  due  north,  and  its  velocity  alto¬ 
gether  amazing. — We  did  not  obferve  it  fo 
minutely  the  two  or  three  firft  nights  of  its 
appearance,  but  on  the  30th  it  was  at  our 
zenith  here,  (latitude  38°  io';  longitude 
from  Lond.  130)  about  five  minutes  after 
midnight,  and  laft  night,  the  firfl:  of  July, 
it  palled  four  degrees  to  the  eaft  of  the 
polar  liar,  nearly  at  40  minutes  after  eight. 
So  that,  in  lefs  than  24  hours,  it  has  de¬ 
ferred  a  great  arch  in  the  heavens,  up¬ 
wards  of  50  degrees  ;  which  gives  an  idea 
of  the  moll  amazing  velocity.  Suppofing 
it  at  the  dillance  of  the  fun,  at  this  rate  of 
travelling,  it  would  go  round  the  earth’s 
orbit  in  lefs  than  a  week.  Which  makes, 
I  think,  confiderably  more  than  fixty  mil¬ 
lions 
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lions  of  miles  in  a  day;  a  motion  that 
vaftly  furpafles  all  human  comprehenfion,. 
And  as  this  motion  continues  to  be  greatly 
accelerated,  what  muft  it  be,  when  the 
comet  approaches  ftill  nearer  to  the  body 
of  the  lun !  Laft  night  a  change  of  place 
was  obfervable  in  the  fpace  of  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes,  particularly  when  it  pafled  near  any 
of  the  fixed  ftars.  We  attempted  to  find 
if  it  had  any  obfervable  parallax,  but  the 
vaft  rapidity  of  its  motion  always  prevented 
us ;  for  whatever  fixed  ftars  it  was  near 
in  the  horizon,  it  had  got  fo  far  to  the  north 
of  them,  long  before  it  reached  the  meri¬ 
dian,  that  the  parallax,  if  there  was  any, 
entirely  efcaped  us. 

I  fhall  long  much  to  fee  the  obfervations 
that  have  been  made  with  you,  and  in  other 
diftant  countries,  on  this  comet ;  as  from 
thefe,  we  fhall  probably  be  enabled  to  form 
fome  judgment  of  its  diftance  from  the 
earth  :  which,  although  we  could  obferve 


no 
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no  parallax,  I  am  apt  to  believe  was  not 
very  great,  as  its  motion  was  fo  very  per¬ 
ceptible. — We  could  procure  no  inftruments 
to  meafure  its  apparent  diflance  from  any 
of  the  fixed  ftars,  fo  that  the  only  two  ob- 
fervations  any  thing  can  be  made  of,  are, 
the  time  of  its  palling  the  polar  liar  laft 
night,  its  diftance  from  it,  and  the  time  of 
its  arrival  at  our  zenith  on  the  30th  ;  this 
we  found  by  applying  the  eye  to  a  llraight 
rod,  hung  perpendicularly  from  a  fmall 
thread.  The  comet  was  not  in  the  exadt 
point  of  the  zenith,  but  to  the  bell  of  our 
obfervation,  about  fix  or  feven  minutes  to 
the  north  of  it.  Laft  night  it  was  vifible 
almoft  immediately  after  fun-fet ;  long  be¬ 
fore  any  of  the  fixed  ftars  appeared.  It  is 
now  immerfed  in  the  rays  of  the  fun,  and 
has  certainly  got  very  near  his  body.  If 
it  returns  again  to  the  regions  of  fpace,  it 
will  probably  be  vifible  in  a  few  days,  but 
I  own  I  Ihould  much  doubt  of  any  fuch 
return,  if  it  is  really  by  the  attractive  force 

of 
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of  the  fun,  that  it  is  at  prefent  carried  with 
fuch  amazing  celerity  towards  him.  This 
is  the  third  comet  of  this  kind,  whofe  re¬ 
turn  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  watch¬ 
ing ;  but  never  was  fortunate  enough  to 
find  any  of  them  after  they  had  paffed  the 
fun  ;  though  thofe  that  do  really  return, 
appear  at  that  time  much  more  luminous 
than  before  they  approached  him. 

The  aftronomy  of  comets,  from  what  I 
can  remember  of  it,  appears  to  be  clogged 
with  very  great  difficulties,  and  even  fome 
feeming  abfurdities.  It  is  difficult  to  con¬ 
ceive,  that  thefe  immenfe  bodies,  after  be¬ 
ing  drawn  to  the  fun  with  the  velocity  of 
a  million  of  miles  in  an  hour  ;  when  they 
have  at  laft  come  almoft  to  touch  him, 
ffiould  then  fly  off  from  his  body,  with 
the  fame  velocity  they  approach  it ;  and 
that  too,  by  the  power  of  this  very  motion 
that  his  attraction  has  occafioned. —  The 
demonftration  of  this  I  remember  is  very 


curious 
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fcurious  and  ingenious ;  but  I  with  it  may 
be  entirely  free  from  fophiftry.  No  doubt, 
in  bodies  moving  in  curves  round  a  fixed 
center,  as  the  centripetal  motion  inereafes, 

the  centrifugal  one  increafes  like  wife; - 

but  how  this  motion,  which  is  only  gene¬ 
rated  by  the  former,  ffiould  at  laft  get  the 
better  of  the  power  that  produces  it ;  and 
that  too,  at  the  very  time  this  power  has 
acquired  its  utmoft  force  and  energy; 
feems  fomewhat  difficult  to  conceive.  It  is 
the  only  inftance  I  know,  wherein  the  effect 
increafing  regularly  with  the  caufe ;  at  laft 
whilft  the  caufe  is  ftill  adding  with  full 
vigour ;  the  effect  entirely  gets  the  bet¬ 
ter  of  the  caufe,  and  leaves  it  in  the  lurch. 
For,  the  body  attracted,  is  at  laft  carried 
away  with  infinite  velocity  from  the  attract¬ 
ing  body.— By  what  power  is  it  carried 
away  ? — Why,  fay  our  philofophers,  by  the 
very  power  of  this  attraction,  which  has 
now  produced  a  new  power  fuperior  to 
itfelf,  to  wit,  the  centrifugal  force.  Howr- 
Vol,  II.  L  ever. 
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ever,  perhaps  all  this  may  be  reconcilable 
to  reafon ;  far  be  it  from  me  to  prefume 
attacking  fo  glorious  a  fyftem  as  that  of 
attra&ion.  The  law  that  the  heavenly 
bodies  are  faid  to  obferve,  in  defcribing 
equal  areas  in  equal  times,  is  fuppofed  to 
be  demonftrated,  and  by  this  it  would  ap¬ 
pear,  that  the  centripetal  and  centrifugal 
forces  alternately  get  the  maftery  of  one 
another. 

However,  I  cannot  help  thinking  it 
fomewhat  hard  to  conceive,  that  gravity 
fhould  always  get  the  better  of  the  centri¬ 
fugal  force,  at  the  very  time  that  its  adtion 
is  the  fmalleft,  when  the  comet  is  at  its 
greateft  diftance  from  the  fun;  and  that 
the  centrifugal  force  fhould  get  the  better 
of  gravity,  at  the  very  time  that  its  adtion 
is  the  greateft,  when  the  comet  is  at  its 
neareft  point  to  the  fun. 

To  a  common  obferver  ic  would  rather 
appear,  that  the  fun,  like  an  eledtric 

body, 
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body,  after  it  had  once  charged  the  objects 
that  it  attracted  with  its  own  effluvia  or 
atmofphere,  by  degrees  lofes  its  attraction, 
and  at  laft  even  repels  them  ;  and,  that  the 
attracting  power,  like  what  we  likewife  ob- 
ferve  in  electricity,  does  not  return  again 
till  the  effluvia  imbibed  from  the  attracting 
body  is  difpelled  or  diffipated ;  when  it  is 
again  attracted,  and  fo  on  alternately.  For 
it  appears  (at  leaft  to  an  unphilofophical 
obferver)  fomewhat  repugnant  to  reafon 
to  fay  that  a  body  flying  off  from  another 
body  fome  thoufands  of  miles  in  a  minute, 
'fhould  all  the  time  be  violently  attracted  by 
that  body,  and  that  it  is  even  by  virtue  of 
this  very  attraction  that  it  is  flying  off  from 
it. — He  would  probably  afk,  What  more 
could  it  do,  pray,  were  it  really  to  be  re¬ 
pelled  ? 

Had  the  fyftem  of  eleCtricity,  and  of 
repulfion  as  well  as  attraction,  been  known 
and  eftabliihed  in  the  laft  age,  I  have  little 
L  2  doubt 
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doubt  that  the  profound  genius  of  Newtoii 
would  have  called  it  to  his  aid ;  and  per¬ 
haps  accounted  in  a  more  fatisfaCtory  man¬ 
ner,  for  many  of  the  great  phenomena  of 
the  heavens.  To  the  belt  of  my  remem¬ 
brance,  we  know  of  no  body  that  poflefles^ 
in  any  confiderable  degree,  the  power  of 
attraction,  that  in  certain  circumftances 
does  not  likewife  polfefs  the  power  of  re- 

pulfion. - The  magnet,  the  tourmalin, 

amber,  glafs,  and  every  electrical  fubftance. 
— Now,  from  analogy,  as  we  find  the  fun 
fo  powerfully  endowed  with  attraction,  why 
may  we  not  likewife  fuppofe  him  to  be  pof- 
feffed  of  repulfion  ?  Indeed,  this  very  power 
feems  to  be  confefled  by  the  Newtonians 
to  refide  in  the  fun  in  a  molt  wonderful 
degree;  for  they  afiure  us  he  repels  the 
rays  of  light  with  fuch  amazing  force,  that 
they  fly  upwards  of  80  millions  of  miles 
in  feven  minutes.  Now  why  fhould  we 
confine  this  repulfion  to  the  rays  of  light 
only? — As  they  are  material,  may  not 

other 
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other  matter  brought  near  his  body,  be 
alfteded  in  the  fame  manner  ?  Indeed  one 
would  imagine,  that  their  motion  alone 
would  create  the  moll  violent  repulfion; 
and  that  the  force  with  which  they  are 
perpetually  flowing  from  the  fun,  would 
moll  effectually  prevent  every  other  body 
from  approaching  him;  for  this  we  find 
is  the  conftant  effed  of  a  rapid  flream  of 
any  other  matter. — But  let  us  examine  a  little 
more  his  effeds  on  comets.  The  tails  of 
thefe  bodies,  are  probably  their  atmofpheres 
rendered  highly  eledrical,  either  from  the 
violence  of  their  motion,  or  from  their 
proximity  to  the  fun.~Of  all  the  bodies 
we  know,  there  is  none  in  fo  conftant  and 
fo  violent  an  eledrical  ftate,  as  the  higher 
regions  of  our  own  atmofphere.  Of  this 
I  have  long  been  convinced ;  for,  fend  up 
a  kite  with  a  fmall  wire  about  its  firing* 
only  to  the  height  of  12  or  1300  feet,  and 
Ut  all  times  it  will  produce  fire,  as  I  have 
found  by  frequent  experience;  fometimes 
L  3  when. 
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when  the  air  was  perfectly  clear,  without 
a  cloud  in  the  hemifphere;  at  other  times, 
when  it  was  thick  and  hazy,  and  totally^ 
unfit  for  electrical  operations  below.  Now, 
as  this  is  the  cafe  at  fo  fmall  a  height,  and 
as  we  find  the  effect  {fill  grows  ftronger, 
in  proportion  as  the  kite  advances,  (for  I 
have  fometimes  obferved,  that  a  little  blaft 
of  wind,  fuddenly  railing  the  kite  about  a 
hundred  feet,  has  more  than  doubled  the 
effect)  what  muff  it  be  in  very  great  ele¬ 
vations  ? — Indeed  we  may  often  judge  of 
it  from  the  violence  with  which  the  clouds 
are  agitated,  from  the  meteors  formed 
above  the  region  of  the  clouds,  and  partis 
cularly  from  the  aurora  borealis,  which  has 
been  obferved  to  have  much  the  fame  co¬ 
lour  and  appearance  as  the  matter  that 
forms  the  tails  of  comets, 

Now  what  muff  be  the  effeCt  of  fo  vafl 
a  body  as  our  atmofphere,  made  ftrongly 
electrical,  when  it  happens  to  approach  any 

other 
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other  body  ?— It  muft  always  be  either  vio¬ 
lently  attracted  or  repelled,  according  to 
the  pofitive  or  negative  quality  (in  the 
language  of  electricians)  of  the  body  that 
it  approaches. 

It  has  ever  been  obferved  that  the  tails 
of  comets  (juft  as  we  fhould  expeCt,  from 
a  very  light  fluid  body,  attached  to  a  folid, 
heavy  one)  are  drawn  after  the  comets,  as 
long  as  they  are  at  a  diftance  from  the  fun  ; 
but  as  foon  as  the  comet  gets  near  his  body 
the  tail  veers  about  to  that  fide  of  the 
comet  that  is  in  the  oppofite  direction  from 
the  fun,  and  no  longer  follows  the  comets 
but  continues  its  motion  fideways,  oppo- 
fing  its  whole  length  to  the  medium  through 
which  it  pafles,  rather  than  allow  it  in  any 
degree  to  approach  the  fun.  Indeed,  its 
tendency  to  follow  the  body  of  the  comet 
is  ftill  obfervable,  were  it  not  prevented  by 
fome  force  fuperior  to  that  tendency ;  for 
the  tail  is  always  obferved  to  bend  a  little 

L4  m 
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to  that  fide  from  whence  the  comet  is  fly-, 
ing.  This  perhaps  is  fome  proof  too,  that 
it  does  not  move  in  an  abfolute  vacuum. 


When  the  comet  reaches  its  perihelion, 
the  tail  is  generally  very  much  lengthened, 
perhaps  by  the  rarefaction  from  the  heat ; 
—perhaps  by  the  increafe  of  the  fun’s 
repulfion,  or  that  of  his  atmofphere.  It 
ftill  continues  projeded,  exadly  in  the  op- 
pofite  diredion  from  the  fun  ;  and  when 
the  comet  moves  off  again  to  the  regions  of 
fpace,  the  tail,  inftead  of  following  it,  as 
it  did  on  its  approach,  is  projeded  a  vaft 
way  before  it,  and  ftill  keeps  the  body  of 
the  comet  exadly  oppofed  betwixt  it  and 
the  fun ;  till  by  degrees,  as  the  diftance 
increafes,  the  length  of  the  tail  is  dimi-» 
nifhed ;  the  repulfion  probably  becoming 
weaker  and  weaker, 

It  has  likewife  been  obferved,  that  the 
Jgngth  of  thefe  tails  are  commonly  in  pro-s 

portion 
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portion  to  the  proximity  of  the  comet  to 
the  fun.  That  of  1680  threw  out  a  train 
that  would  almoft  have  reached  from  the 
fun  to  the  earth.  If  this  had  been  attracted 
by  the  fun,  would  it  not  have  fallen  upon 
his  body  ?  when  the  comet  at  that  time 
was  not  one  fourth  of  his  diameter  diflant 
from  him ;  but  inftead  of  this,  it  was 
darted  away  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
heavens,  even  with  a  greater  velocity  than 
that  of  the  comet  itfelf — Now  what  can 
this  be  owing  to,  if  not  to  a  repulfive 
power  in  the  fun,  or  his  atmofphere  ? 

And,  indeed,  it  would  at  firft  appear 
but  little  lefs  abfurd,  to  fay  that  the  tail 
of  the  comet  is  all  this  time  violently  at¬ 
tracted  by  the  fun,  although  it  be  driven 
away  in  an  oppofite  direction  from  him, 
as  to  fay  the  fame  of  the  comet  itfelf.  It 
is  true,  this  repul fion  feems  to  begin  much 
fooner  to  affeCt  the  tail,  than  the  body  of 
jthe  comet;  which  is  fuppofed  always  to 
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pafs  the  fun  before  it  begins  to  fly  away 
from  him,  which  is  by  no  means  the  cafe 
with  the  tail.  The  repulfive  force,  there¬ 
fore,  (if  there  is  any  fuch)  is  in  a  much 
lefs  proportion  than  the  attradive  one, 
and  probably  juft  only  enough  to  counter¬ 
balance  the  latter,  when  thefe  bodies  are 
in  their  perihelions,  and  to  turn  them  fo 
much  aflde,  as  to  prevent  their  falling  into 
the  body  of  the  fun.  The  projedile  force 
they  have  acquired  will  then  carry  them 
out  to  the  heavens,  and  repulfion  probably 
diminifhing  as  they  recede  from  the  fun’s 
atmofphere,  his  attradion  will  again  take 
place  and  retard  their  motion  regularly, 
till  they  arrive  at  their  aphelia,  when  they 
once  more  begin  to  return  to  him, 

I  don’t  know  how  you  will  like  all  this  : 
—Our  comet  has  led  me  a  dance  I  very 
little  thought  of;  and  I  believe  I  fhould 
have  done  better  to  fend  it  at  once  into  thq 
fun,  and  had  done  with  it:  and  that, 

indeed* 
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indeed,  I  am  apt  to  believe,  will  be  its 
fate.  For  as  this  comet  has  no  tail,  there 
is,  of  confequence,  no  apparent  repulfion. 
If  it  was  repelled,  its  atmofphere  like  the 
others,  would  be  driven  away  in  the  oppo- 
fite  direction  from  the  fun ;  I  therefore 
do  not  fee  any  poffible  method  it  has  of 
efcaping. 

Thefe  comets  are  certainly  bodies  of  a 
very  different  nature  from  thofe  with  tails, 
to  which  indeed  they  appear  even  to  bear  a 
much  lefs  refemblance  than  they  do  to  pla¬ 
nets  :  and  it  is  no  fmall  proof  of  the  little 
progrefs  we  have  made  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  univerfe,  that  they  have  not  as  yet 
been  diftinguifhed  by  a  different  name. 

This  is  the  third  kind  of  body  that  has 
been  difcovered  in  our  fyftem,  that  all 
appear  effentially  different  from  each  other, 
that  are  probably  regulated  by  different 
laws,  and  intended  for  very  different  pur- 

pofes. 
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pofes. — How  much  will  pofterity  be  afto- 
nifhed  at  our  ignorance,  and  wonder  that 
this  fyftem  fhould  have  exifted  for  fo  many 
thoufand  years,  before  we  were  in  the  leaft 
acquainted  with  one  half  of  it,  or  had 
even  invented  names  to  diftinguilh  its  dif¬ 
ferent  members  ! 

I  have  no  doubt,  that  in  future  ages, 
the  number  of  the  comets,  the  form  of 
their  orbits,  and  time  of  their  revolutions, 
will  be  as  clearly  demonftrated  as  that 
of  the  planets.  It  is  our  countryman, 
Dr.  Halley,  who  has  begun  this  great 
work,  which  may  be  confidered  juft  now 
as  in  its  earlieft  infancy. —  Thefe  bodies, 
too,  with  thick  atmofpheres,  but  without 
tails,  will  likewife  have  their  proper  places 
afcertained,  and  will  no  longer  be  con¬ 
founded  with  bodies  to  which  they  beat 
no  refemblance  or  connexion. 
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Comets  with  tails  have  feldom  been  vi- 
fible,  but  on  their  recefs  from  the  fun.  It 
is  he  that  kindles  them  up,  and  gives  them 
that  alarming  appearance  in  the  heavens. 
— On  the  contrary,  thofe  without  tails  have 
feldom,  perhaps  never,  been  obferved,  but 
on  their  approach  to  him.  I  don’t  recoi¬ 
led  any  whofe  return  has  been  tolerably 
well  afcertained.  I  remember,  indeed,  a 
few  years  ago,  a  fmall  one,  that  was  faid 
to  have  been  difcovered  by  a  telefcope, 
after  it  had  paffed  the  fun,  but  never  more 
became  vifible  to  the  naked  eye.  This 
affertion  is  eafily  made,  and  nobody  can 
contradid  it ;  but  it  does  not  at  all  appear 
probable,  that  it  fhould  have  been  fo  much 
lefs  luminous  after  it  had  paffed  the  fun, 
than  before  it  approached  him ;  and  I  will 
own  to  you,  when  I  have  heard  that  the 
return  of  thefe  comets  had  efcaped  the  eyes 
of  the  moft  acute  aftronomers,  I  have  been 
tempted  to  think,  that  they  did  not  return 
at  all,  but  were  abforbed  in  the  body  of 

the 
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the  fun,  which  their  violent  motion  to¬ 
wards  him  feemed  to  indicate. — Indeed,  I 
have  often  wifhed  that  this  difcovery  might 
be  made,  as  it  would  in  fome  meafure 
account  for  what  has  as  yet  been  looked 
upon  as  unaccountable  :  that  the  fun,  not- 
withftanding  his  daily  wafte,  from  enlight¬ 
ening  the  univerfe,  never  appears  dimi- 
niftied  either  in  fize  or  light. — Surely  this 
wafte  muft  be  immenfe,  and  were  there 
not  in  nature  fome  hidden  provifion  for 
fupplying  it,  in  the  fpace  of  fix  thoufand 
years,  fuppofing  the  world  to  be  no  older, 
the  planets  muft  have  got  to  a  much 
greater  diftance  from  his  body,  by  the  vaft 
diminution  of  his  attraction ;  they  muft 
likewife  have  moved  much  flower,  and 
confequently  the  length  of  our  year  muft 
have  been  greatly  increafed. — Nothing  of 
all  this  feems  to  be  the  cafe :  the  diameter 
of  the  fun  is  the  fame  that  ever  it  was :  he 
neither  appears  diminiftied,  nor  our  di¬ 
ftance  from  him  increafed :  his  light, 

S  heat, 
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heat,  and  attraction  feem  to  be  the  fame 
as  ever;  and  the  motion  of  the  planets 
round  him  is  performed  in  the  fame  time ; 
of  confequence,  his  quantity  of  matter  hill 
continues  the  fame.— How  then  is  this  vaft 
wafte  fupplied  ? — May  there  not  be  mil¬ 
lions  of  bodies  attracted  by  him,  from  the 
boundlefs  regions  of  fpace,  that  are  never 
perceived  by  us  ?  Comets,  on  their  road 
to  him,  have  feveral  times  been  accidentally 
difcovered  by  telefcopes,  that  were  never 
feen  by  the  naked  eye. — Indeed,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  black  fpots  on  the  fun  feem  to  in¬ 
dicate  that  there  is  always  a  quantity  of 
matter  there,  only  in  a  preparation  to 
give  light,  but  not  yet  refined  and  pure 
enough  to  throw  off  rays  like  the  reft  of 
his  body.  For  I  think  we  can  hardly  con¬ 
ceive,  that  any  matter  can  remain  long  on 
the  body  of  the  fun  without  becoming 
luminous;  and  fo  we  find  tbefe  fpots 
often  difappear,  that  is  to  fay,  the  matter 
of  which  they  are  compofed  is  then  per¬ 
fectly 
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fe£tly  melted,  and  has  acquired  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  and  light  as  the  reft  of  his 
body.- — Even  in  our  glafs-houfes,  and  other 
very  hot  furnaces,  moft  forts  of  matter 
very  foon  acquire  the  fame  colour  and 
appearance  as  the  matter  in  fufion,  and 
emit  rays  of  light  like  it.  But  how  much 
more  mu  ft  this  be  the  cafe  at  the  furface  of 
the  fun  !  when  Newton  computes,  that 
even  at  many  thoufand  miles  diftance  from 
it,  a  body  would  acquire  a  degree  of  heat 
two  thoufand  times  greater  than  that  of 
red  hot  iron.  It  has  generally  been  under- 
ftood,  that  he  faid  the  great  comet  really 
did  acquire  this  degree  of  heat  ;  but  this  is 
certainly  a  miftake:  Sir  Ifaac’s  expreflion, 
to  the  beft  of  my  remembrance,  is,  that 
it  might  have  acquired  it.  And  if  we 
confider  the  very  great  fize  of  that  body, 
and  the  Ihort  time  of  its  perihelion,  the 
thing  will  appear  impoftible :  nor  indeed 
do  I  think  we  can  conceive,  that  a  body 
only  as  large  as  our  Earth,  and  the  fpots 


on 
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on  the  fun  are  often  much  larger,  could 
be  reduced  to  fufion,  even  on  his  furface, 
but  after  a  very  confiderable  fpace  of 
time. 

Now,  as  it  feems  to  be  univerfally  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  rays  of  light  are  really 
particles  of  matter,  proceeding  from  the 
body  of  the  fun,  I  think  it  is  abfolutely 
neceflary  that  we  fhould  fall  upon  fome 
fuch  method  of  fending  him  back  a  fupply 
of  thofe  rays,  otherwife,  let  his  flock  be 
ever  fo  great,  it  muft  at  laft  be  ex- 
haufted. 

I  wifli  aftronomers  would  obferve  whe¬ 
ther  the  fpots  on  the  fun  are  not  increafed 
after  the  appearing  of  thefe  comets ;  and 
whether  thefe  fpots  do  not  difappear  again 
by  degrees,  like  a  body  that  is  gradually 
melted  down  in  a  furnace.  But  there  is 
another  confideration  too,  which  naturally 
occurs  :  pray  what  becomes  of  all  this  vafl: 

Vol.  II.  M  quantity 
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quantity  of  matter  after  it  is  reduced  to 
light?  Is  it  ever  colleded  again  into  folid 
bodies  ;  or  is  it  for  ever  loft  and  diffipated, 
after  it  has  made  its  journey  from  the  fun 
to  the  objed  it  illuminates  ? — It  is  fome- 
what  ftrange,  that  of  all  that  immenfe 
quantity  of  matter  poured  down  on  us 
during  the  day,  that  pervades  and  fills  the 
whole  univerfe ;  the  moment  we  are  de¬ 
prived  of  the  luminous  body,  the  whole  of 
it,  in  an  inftant,  feems  to  be  annihilated  : 
— in  fhort,  there  are  a  number  of  diffi¬ 
culties  attending  the  common  received  doc¬ 
trine  of  light ;  nor  do  I  think  there  is  any 
point  in  natural  philofophy  the  folution  of 
which  is  lefs  fatisfadory.  If  we  fuppofe 
every  ray  to  be  a  ftream  of  particles  of 
matter,  darting  from  the  luminous  body, 
how  can  we  conceive  that  thefe  ftreams 
may  be  interfeded  and  pierced  by  other 
ftreams  of  the  fame  matter  ten  thoufand 
ihoufand  different  ways,  without  caufing 
the  leaft  confufion  either  to  the  one  or  the 

other? 
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other  ?  for  in  a  clear  night  we  fee  diftin&ly 
any  particular  bar  that  we  look  at,  al¬ 
though  the  rays  coming  from  that  liar  to 
our  eye  is  pierced  for  millions  of  miles 
before  it  reaches  us,  by  millions  of  dreams 
of  the  fame  rays,  from  every  other  fun. 
and  bar  in  the  univerfe.  Now  fuppofe,  in 
any  other  matter  that  we  know  of,  and 
one  would  imagine  there  ought  at  lead:  to 
be  fome  fort  of  analogy;  fuppofe,  I  fay, 
we  fhould  only  attempt  to  make  two 
ftreams  pafs  one  another ;  water,  for  in- 
ftance,  or  air,  one  of  the  pureft  and  the 
moll  fluid  fubftances  we  are  acquainted 
with,  we  find  it  totally  impoflible. — The 
two  dreams  will  mutually  interrupt  and 
incommode  one  another,  and  the  drongefl 
will  ever  carry  off  the  weaked  into  its  own 
direction ;  but  if  ,a  dream  of  light  is  hit  by 
ten  thoufand  other  dreams,  moving  at  the 
rate  of  ten  millions  of  miles  in  a  minute, 
it  is  not  even  bent  by  the  impreflion,  nor 
in  the  fmalled  degree  diverted  from  its 
M  2  courfe ; 
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courfe;  but  reaches  us  with  the  fame 
precifion  and  regularity,  as  if  nothing 
had  interfered  with  it.  Befides,  on  the 
fuppofition  that  light  is  real  particles  of 
matter  moving  from  the  fun  to  the  earth, 
in  the  fpace  of  feven  minutes,  how  comes 
it  to  pafs,  that  with  all  this  wonderful 
velocity,  there  feems  to  be  no  momentum ! 
for  it  communicates  motion  to  no  body 
that  obftrudts  its  paflage,  and  no  body 
whatever  is  removed  by  the  percuffion. — 
Suppofing  we  had  never  heard  of  this  dis¬ 
covery,  and  were  at  once  to  be  told  of  a 
current  of  matter  flying  at  the  rate  of  ten 
millions  of  miles  in  a  minute,  and  fo  large 
as  to  cover  one  half  of  our  globe,  would 
we  not  imagine  that  the  earth  muft  in- 
ftantly  be  torn  to  pieces  by  it,  or  carried 
off  with  the  moft  incredible  velocity  ?  It 
will  be  objected,  that  the  extreme  minute- 
nefs  of  the  particles  of  light  prevents  it 
from  having  any  fuch  effedt ; — but  as  thefe 
particles  are  in  fuch  quantity,  and  fo  clofe 
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to  each  other  as  to  cover  the  furface  of 
every  body  that  is  oppofed  to  them,  and 
entirely  to  fill  up  that  vaft  fpace  betwixt 
the  earth  and  the  fun,  this  objection  I 
ihould  think  in  a  great  meafure  falls  to  the 
ground.  The  particles  of  air  and  of  water 
are  likewife  extremely  minute,  and  a  fmall 
quantity  of  thefe  will  produce  little  or  no 
effed,  but  increafe  their  number,  and  only 
give  them  the  millionth  part  of  the  ve¬ 
locity  that  is  afcribed  to  a  ray  of  light, 
and  no  force  whatever  could  be  able  to 
withftand  them* 

Adieu. — I  have  unwarily  run  myfelf  into 
the  very  deeps  of  philofophy;  and  find  it 
rather  difficult  to  ftruggle  out  again. — I 
afk  your  pardon,  and  promife,  if  poffible, 
for  the  future,  to  fleer  quite  clear  of  them. 
— I  am  fure,  whatever  this  comet  may  be 
to  the  univerfe,  it  has  been  an  ignis  fatuus 
to  me;  for  it  has  led  me  ftrangely  out  of 
my  road,  and  bewildered  me  amongft 

M  3  recks 
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rocks  and  quickfands,  where  I  was  like  to 
flick  fifty  times, 

I  have  forgot  whether  or  not  you  are  a 
rigid  Newtonian  ;  if  you  are,  I  believe  I 
had  better  recant  in  time,  for  fear  of  acci¬ 
dents.  I  know  this  is  a  very  tender  point ; 
and  have  feen  many  of  thofe  gentlemen, 
who  are  good  Chriftians  too,  that  can  bear 
with  much  more  temper  to  hear  the  divinity 
of  our  Saviour  called  in  queftion,  than  that 
of  Sir  Ifaac  ;  and  look  on  a  Cartefian  or  a 
Ptolomean,  as  a  worfe  fpecies  of  infidel 
than  an  atheifi. 

I  remember,  when  I  was  at  college,  to 
have  feen  a  heretic  to  their  doctrine  of 
gravity,  very  fuddenly  converted  by  being 
toffed  in  a  blanket ;  and  another,  who  de¬ 
nied  the  law  of  centripetal  and  centrifugal 
fbrces,  foon  brought  to  aflent,  from  having 
the  demonftration  made  upon  his  fhoulders, 
by  a  ftone  whirled  at  the  end  of  a  firing. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  powerful  arguments,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  withftand  them. — 1  cry  you 
mercy. — I  am  without  reach  of  you  at  pre- 
fent,  and  you  are  heartily  welcome  to  wreck 
your  vengeance  on  my  letter. 


M4 
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LETTER  XXVII. 

Palermo,  July  6th. 

T^/TANY  of  the  churches  here  are  ex- 
XTX  treme]y  rich,  and  magnificent.  The 
cathedral  (or,  as  they  call  it,  Mcidre  Chief  a ) 
is  a  venerable  Gothic  building,  and  of  a 
large  fize ;  it  is  fupported  within  by  eighty 
columns  of  Oriental  granite,  and  divided 
into  a  great  number  of  chapels,  fome  of 
which  are  extremely  rich,  particularly  that 
of  St.  Rofolia,  the  patronefs  of  Palermo,  who 
is  held  in  greater  veneration  here,  than  all 
the  perfons  of  the  Trinity  ;  and,  which  is 
fiill  much  more,  than  even  the  Virgin  Mary 
herfelf.  The  relics  of  the  faint  are  preferved 
ln  a  large  box  of  filver,  curioufly  wrought 
and  enriched  with  precious  ftones.  They 
perform  many  miracles,  and  are  looked 
upon  as  the  greatefi:  treafure  of  the  city. 

They 
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They  are  efteemed  a  moft  efFedual  remedy 
againft  the  plague,  and  have  often  pre- 
ferved  them  from  that  fatal  diftemper. 
The  faint  gained  fo  much  credit,  in  faving 
them  from  the  laft  plague  of  Meffina, 
although  it  was  at  two  hundred  miles 
diftance,  that  they  have,  out  of  gratitude, 
ere&ed  a  noble  monument  to  her. — St. 
Agatha  did  as  much  for  Catania,  but  that 
city  has  not  been  fo  generous  to  her. — 
The  other  riches  of  this  church  confift 
principally  in  fome  bones  of  St.  Peter,  and 
a  whole  arm  of  St.  John  the  Baptift. — 
There  is  likewife  a  jaw-bone  of  prodi¬ 
gious  efficacy;  and  fome  other  bones  of 
leffer  note. — It  contains  fome  things  of 
fmaller  confequence,  which,  however,  are 
not  altogether  without  their  merit.  The 
monuments  of  their  Norman  kings,  feveral 
of  whom  lie  buried  here,  are  or  the  fined 
porphiry,  fome  of  them  near  feven  hundred 
years  old,  and  yet  of  very  tolerable  worlc- 
manffiip.  Oppofite  to  thefe,  there  is  a 

taber- 
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tabernacle  of  lapis  lazuli.  It  is  about  fif¬ 
teen  feet  high,  and  finely  ornamented. 
Some  of  the  prefents  made  to  St.  Rofolia, 
are  by  no  means  contemptible.  A  crofs 
of  very  large  brilliants,  from  the  king 

of  Spain,  is,  I  think,  the  moft  confider- 
able. 

The  Sachriftie  too  is  very  rich  :  There 
are  lome  robes  embroidered  with  Oriental 
pearl,  that  are  near  four  hundred  years 

old,  and  yet  look  as  frelh  as  if  done  yefter- 
day. 

The  Jefuits  church  is  equal  in  magni¬ 
ficence  to  any  thing  I  have  feen  in  Italy.— 
The  genius  of  thofe  fathers  appears  ftrong 
in  all  tneir  works ;  one  is  never  at  a 
lofs  to  find  them  out.  They  have  been 
giofsly  calumniated ;  for  they  certainly 
had  lefs  hypocrify  than  any  other  order  of 
monks. 


The 
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The  Chiefa  del  Pallazzo  is  entirely  en- 
crufted  over  with  ancient  mofaic ;  and  the 
vaulted  roof  too  is  all  of  the  fame. — But  it 
is  endlefs  to  talk  of  churches.  Here  are 
upwards  of  three  hundred. — That  of  Mon¬ 
reale,  about  five  miles  diftant  from  this 
city,  is  the  next  in  dignity  in  the  ifland, 
after  the  cathedral  of  Palermo.  It  is  nearly 
of  the  fame  fize,  and  the  whole  is  encrufted 
with  mofaic,  at  an  incredible  expence. 
Here  are  likewife  feveral  porphiry  and 
marble  monuments  of  the  firft  kings  of 
Sicily.  This  cathedral  was  built  by  King 
William  the  Good,  whofe  memory  is  ftill 
held  in  great  veneration  amongft  the  Sici¬ 
lians. 

The  archbifhop  of  Monreale,  is  already 
looked  upon  as  a  faint,  and  indeed  he 
deferves  beatification  better,  I  believe, 
than  moll  of  thofe  in  the  calendar.  His 
income  is  very  great,  of  which  he  referves 
£0  himfelf  juft  as  much  as  procures  him 

clothes, 
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clothes,  and  the  fimpleft  kind  of  food  ;  aH 
he  reft  he  devotes  to  charitable,  pious, 
nd  public  ufes.  He  even  feems  to  carry 
this  too  far,  and  denies  himfelf  the  moft 
common  gratifications  of  life.  Such  as 
fleeping  on  a  bed  j  a  piece  of  luxury  he  is 
faid  never  to  indulge  himfelf  in,  but  lies 
very  night  on  ftraw.— He  is,  as  you  may 
believe,  adored  by  the  people,  who  crowd 
in  his  way  as  he  pafles,  to  receive  his  bene¬ 
diction  ;  which  they  allege  is  even  of 
more  fovereign  efficacy  than  that  of  the 
pope.  And  indeed  fo  it  is,  for  he  never 
fees  an  obj eft  in  diftrefs,  but  he  is  fure  to 
relieve  him  ;  not  trufting  alone  to  the  fpi, 
ritual  efficacy  of  the  bleffing,  but  always 
accompanying  it  with  fomething  folid  and 
temporal:  and  perhaps  this  accompaniment 
is  not  efteemed  the  worft  part  of  it.  The 
town  and  country  round  Monreale  are 
greatly  indebted  to  his  liberality ;  and  in 
every  corner  exhibit  marks  of  his  munifi¬ 
cence.  He  has  juft  now  made  a  prefent  to 

the 
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the  cathedral  of  a  magnificent  altar ;  only 
about  one  half  of  which  is  finiflied.  It 
is  of  maffive  filver,  exquifitely  wrought, 
reprefenting  in  high  relief,  fome  of  the 
principal  ftories  in  the  Bible,  and,  I  think, 
will  be  one  of  the  fineft  in  the  world— But 
what  is  of  much  greater  utility,  he  has  at  his 
own  expence  made  a  noble  walk  the  whole 
way  from  this  city  to  Monreale,  which 
was  formerly  of  very  difficult  accefs,  as  it 
Hands  near  the  top  of  a  pretty  high  moun¬ 
tain.  The  walk  is  cut  with  a  great  deal 
of  judgment  on  the  fide  of  this  mountain, 
and  winds  by  eafy  zig-zags  to  the  top  of 
it.  It  is  adorned  with  feveral  elegant  foun¬ 
tains  of  water,  and  is  bordered  on  eacli 
fide  with  a  variety  of  flowering  fhrubs. — 
The  valley  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain  is 
rich  and  beautiful.  It  appears  one  con¬ 
tinued  orange  garden  for  many  miles,  and 
exhibits  an  elegant  piece  of  fcenery  ;  per¬ 
fuming  the  air  at  the  fame  time  with  the 
moft  delicious  odours. — We  were  fo  pleafcd 

with 
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with  this  little  expedition,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  the  heat  of  the  feafon,  we  could 
not  keep  in  our  carriage,  but  walked  almoft 
the  wrhole  of  it. 

The  city  of  Palermo  for  thefe  ten  days 
paft  has  been  wholly  occupied  in  preparing 
forjthe  great  feaft  of  St.-  Rofolia.  And  if 
the  fhew  is  in  any  degree  adequate  to  the 
expence  and  trouble  it  cofts  them,  it  mull 
indeed  be  a  very  noble  one.  They  are 
ere&ing  an  incredible  number  of  arches 
and  pyramids  for  the  illuminations.  They 
are  of  wood  ;  painted,  and  adorned  with 
artificial  flowers.  Thefe,  they  tell  us,  are 
to  be  entirely  covered  over  with  fmall 
lamps  ;  fo  that  when  feen  at  a  little  di¬ 
fiance,  they  appear  like  fo  many  pyramids 
and  arches  of  flame.  The  whole  Marino, 
and  the  two  great  ftreets  that  divide  the 
city,  are  to  be  illuminated  in  this  magni¬ 
ficent  manner.  The  number  of  pyramids 
and  arches  prepared  for  thefe  illuminations, 


we 
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we  are  told,  exceeds  two  thoufand.  They 
are  eredted  on  each  Tide  of  the  ftreet,  be¬ 
twixt  the  foot  path  and  the  pavement,  and 
run  in  two  right  lines  exadtly  parallel  from 
end  to  end.  Each  of  thefe  lines  is  a  mile 
in  length,  which  makes  four  miles  for  the 
whole.  The  four  gates  are  the  villas  to 
thefe  four  ftreets,  and  are  to  be  highly 
decorated  and  illuminated.  From  the  fquare 
in  the  center  of  the  city,  the  whole  of  this 
vaft  illumination  can  be  feen  at  once  ;  and 
they  allure  us  the  grandeur  of  it  exceeds 
all  belief. — The  whole  of  the  Marino  is  to 
be  drelfed  out  in  the  fame  manner  ;  and  for 
thefe  three  weeks  pa  ft,  they  have  been  em¬ 
ployed  in  ere&ing  two  great  theatres  for 
fireworks.  One  of  thefe  fronts  the  vice¬ 
roy’s  palace,  and  is  almoft  equal  to  it 
in  fize.  The  other  is  laid  on  piles  driven 
in  the  fea,  exadtly  oppofite  to  the  great 

orcheftra  in  the  center  of  the  Marino. - - 

Eefides  thefe,  they  are  building  an  enor¬ 
mous  engine,  which  they  call  St.  Rofolia’s 

triumphal 
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triumphal  car.  From  the  fize  of  it,  one 
would  imagine  it  were  for  ever  to  remain 
in  the  fpot  where  it  is  ere&ed  ;  but  they 
allure  us,  it  is  to  be  drawn  in  triumph 
through  the  city.  It  is  indeed  mounted 
upon  wheels,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
any  force  whatever  can  be  able  to  turn 
them. 

I  own  my  curiolity  increafes  every  day 
to  fee  the  lingular  exhibition.  The  car  is 
already  higher  than  molt  houfes  in  Pa¬ 
lermo,  and  they  are  dill  adding  to  its 
height.  But  the  part  of  the  Ihow  they 
value  themfelves  the  moll;  on,  is  the  illu¬ 
mination  of  the  great  church  ;  this  they 
affirm  is  fuperior  to  any  thing  in  the 
world  ;  the  illumination  of  St.  Peter’s  itfelf 
not  excepted.  The  preparations  for  it, 
are  indeed  amazing.  Thefe  were  begun 
about  a  month  ago,  and  will  not  be  finilhed 
till  towards  the  laft  days  of  the  feaft. 
The  whole  of  the  cathedral,  both  roof  and 
8  walls, 
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walls,  is  entirely  covered  over  with  mir- 
rour,  intermixed  with  gold  and  filver 
paper,  and  an  infinite  variety  of  artificial 
flowers.  All  thefe  are  arranged  and  dif- 
pofed,  in  my  opinion,  with  great  tafte  and 
elegance ;  none  of  them  predominate,  but 
they  are  intermingled  every  where  in  a  juft 
proportion. 

Every  altar,  chapel,  and  column  are 
finifhed  in  the  fame  manner,  which  takes 
off  from  the  littlenefs  of  the  particular  or¬ 
naments,  and  gives  an  air  of  grandeur  and 
uniformity  to  the  whole.  The  roof  is 
hung  with  innumerable  luftres  filled  with 
wax  candles,  and,  I  am  perfuaded,  when 
the  whole  is  lighted  up,  it  mull  be  equal  to 
any  palace  either  in  the  Fairy  Tales  or  the 
Arabian  Nights  Entertainment.  Indeed  it 
feems  pretty  much  in  the  fame  ftyle  too, 
for  all  is  gold,  filver,  and  precious  ftones. 
The  faints  are  dreffed  out  in  all  their 
glory,  and  the  fairy  queen  herfelf  was 

Vol.  II.  N 
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never  finer  than  is  St.  Rofolia. — The  peo¬ 
ple  are  lying  yonder  in  crowds  before  her, 
praying  with  all  their  might. — I  dare  fay, 
for  one  petition  offered  to  God  Almighty, 
flie  has  at  leaf!  an  hundred. 

We  were  juft  now  remarking,  with  how 
little  refpeft  they  pafs  the  chapels  dedicated 
to  God  ;  they  hardly  deign  to  give  a  little 
inclination  of  the  head  ;  but  when  they 
come  near  thofe  of  their  favourite  faints, 
they  bow  down  to  the  very  ground :  Ig¬ 
norance  and  fuperftition  have  ever  been 
infeparable  : — I  believe  in  their  hearts  they 
think  he  has  already  reigned  long  enough ; 
and  would  be  glad  to  have  a  change  in  the 
government and  every  one  of  them  (like 
the  poor  Welchman  who  thought  he  fhould 
be  fucceeded  by  Sir  Watkin  Williams)  is 
fully  perfuaded,  that  his  own  favourite 
faint  is  the  true  heir  apparent.  Indeed 
they  already  give  them  the  precedency  on 
moft  occafions ;  not  in  proceffions  and 

affairs 
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affairs  of  etiquette  ;  there  they  think  it 
would  not  be  decent;  but  in  their  more 
private  affairs,  they  generally  pay  the  com¬ 
pliment  to  the  faint  : — Yet  in  their  infcrip- 
tions  on  churches  and  chapels,  (which  one 
would  think  are  public  enough)  when  they 
are  dedicated  to  God  and  any  particular 
faint,  they  have  often  ventured  to  put  the 
name  of  the  faint  firft. — Sando  Januario, 
et  Deo  Opt.  Max.  taking  every  opportu¬ 
nity  of  raifing  their  dignity,  though  at  the 
expence  of  that  of  God  himfelf. 


N  2 
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LETTER  XXVIII. 

Palermo,  July  7th. 

J  HAVE  been  inquiring  who  this  fame 
St.  Rofolia  may  be,  who  has  become  fo 
very  capital  a  perfonage  in  this  part  of  the 
world  ;  but,  notwithftanding  their  adoring 
her  with  fuch  fervency,  I  have  found  none 
that  can  give  any  tolerable  account  of  her 
faintfhip.  They  refer  you  to  the  moft  fa¬ 
bulous  legends,  that  even  differ  widely  in 
their  accounts  of  her.  And,  after  all  the 
offerings  they  have  made,  the  churches 
they  have  built,  and  monuments  they  have 
railed  to  her  memory,  I  think  it  is  far  from 
being  improbable,  that  there  really  never 
did  exift  fuch  a  perfon.  I  went  through 
all  the  bookfellers’  fhops,  but  could  find 
nothing  relative  to  her,  except  an  epic 
poem,  of  which  (lie  is  the  heroine.  It  is 


in 
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in  the  Sicilian  language  ;  and  is  indeed  one 
of  the  greateft  curiofities  I  have  met  with. 
The  poet  fets  her  at  once  above  all  other 
faints  except  the  Virgin,  and  it  feems  to  be 
with  the  greateft  reludance,  that  he  can 
prevail  upon  himfelf  to  yield  the  pas  even 
to  her.  I  find,  from  this  curious  compo- 
fition,  and  the  notes  upon  it,  that  St.  Ro- 
folia  wras  niece  to  King  William  the  Good. 
That  Ihe  began  very  early  to  difplay  fymp- 
toms  of  her  fandity.  That  at  fifteen  fhe 
deferted  the  world  and  difclaimed  all  hu¬ 
man  fociety.  She  retired  to  the  mountains 
on  the  weft  of  this  city  ;  and  was  never 
more  heard  of  for  about  five  hundred 
years.  She  difappeared  in  the  year  1159. 
The  people  thought  fhe  had  been  taken  up 
to  heaven  ;  till  in  the  year  1624,  during 
the  time  of  a  dreadful  plague,  a  holy  man 
had  a  vifion,  that  the  faint’s  bones  were 
lying  in  a  cave  near  the  top  of  the  Monte 
Pelegrino.  That  if  they  were  taken  up 
with  due  reverence,  and  carried  in  procef- 
N  3  Iron, 
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fion  thrice  round  the  walls  of  the  city, 
they  fhould  immediately  be  delivered  from 
the  plague.  At  firft  little  attention  was 
paid  to  the  holy  man,  and  he  was  looked 
upon  as  little  better  than  a  dreamer ;  how¬ 
ever,  he  perfifted  in  his  ftory,  grew  noify, 
and  got  adherents.  The  magiftrates,  to 
pacify  them,  fent  to  the  Monte  Pelegrino  j 
when  Io  the  mighty  difcovery  was  made  ! 
--the  facred  bones  were  found, — the  city 
was  freed  from  the  plague, — and  St.  Ro- 
folia  became  the  greateft  faint  in  the  ca¬ 
lendar. — Churches  were  reared,  altars  were 
dedicated,  and  minifters  appointed  to  this 
new  divinity,  whofe  dignity  and  confe- 
quence  have  ever  fmce  been  fupported  at 
an  incredible  expence.  Now  I  think  it  is 
more  than  probable  that  thefe  bones,  that 
are  now  fo  much  reverenced,  and  about 
which  this  great  city  is  at  prefent  in  fuch  a 
buflle,  belong  to  fome  poor  wretch  that 
perhaps  was  murdered,  or  died  for  wrant  in 
the  mountains.  The  holy  man  probably 

could 
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could  have  given  a  very  good  account  ot 
them. 

It  is  really  aftonilhing  to  think,  what 
animals  fuperftition  makes  of  mankind. 

I  dare  fay,  the  bones  of  St.  Rofolia  are  juft 
as  little  entitled  to  the  honours  they  receive, 
as  thofe  of  poor  St.  Viar,  which  were  found 
fomewhere  in  Spain  under  a  broken  tomb- 
ftone,  where  thefe  were  the  only  legible 
letters.  The  ftory  I  think,  is  told  by  Dr, 
Middleton.  The  priefts  found  that  the  bones 
had  an  excellent  knack  at  working  miracles, 
and  were  of  opinion  that  this,  together  with 
the  S.  Viar  on  the  ftone,  was  proof  fufficient 
of  his  faniftity.  He  continued  long  in  high 
eftimation,  and  they  drew  no  inconfider- 
able  revenue  from  his  abilities ;  till  unfor¬ 
tunately  they  petitioned  the  pope  to  grant 
him  fome  immunities.  The  pope  (Leo  the 
Tenth,  I  think,}  not  entirely  fatisfied  with 
regard  to  his  faintfhip,  defired  to  be  in¬ 
formed  of  his  pretenftons. — A  lift  of  his 
N  4  miracles 
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miracles  was  fent  over,  accompanied  by  the 
ftone  with  S.  V xar  upon  it.  The  firft  part 
of  the  proof  was  fuftained ;  but  the  anti¬ 
quaries  difcovered  the  fragment  to  be  part 
of  tae  tomb-ftone  of  a  (Roman)  prafe&lus 
‘ viarum ,  or  overfeer  of  the  high  roads ;  to 
whofe  bones  they  had  been  fo  much  in¬ 
debted  ;  and  poor  St.  Viar,  though  probably 
an  honefter  man  than  moft  of  them,  was 
ordered  to  be  ftruck  out  of  the  calendar. 

The  people  of  fafhion  here  hold  the  fii- 
perftition  of  the  vulgar  in  great  contempt ; 
and  perhaps  that  very  fuperftition  is  one 
principal  caufe  of  their  infidelity.  Indeed  I 
have  ever  found,  that  deifin  is  moft  preva¬ 
lent  in  thofe  countries  where  the  people  are 
the  wildeft  and  moft  bigotted. — A  refined 
and  cultivated  underftanding,  fhocked  at 
their  folly,  thinks  it  cannot  poflibly  recede 
too  far  from  it,  and  is  often  tempted  to  fly 
to  the  very  oppofite  extreme. — When  reafon 
is  much  offended  by  any  particular  dogma  of 

faith 
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faith  or  adt  of  worfhip,  fhe  is  but  too  apt,  in 
the  midft  of  her  difgud,  to  reject  the  whole. 
The  great  misfortune  is,  that,  in  thefe  coun¬ 
tries,  the  mod  violent  champions  for  religion 
are  commonly  the  mod  weak  and  ignorant: 

_ And  certainly,  one  weak  advocate  in 

any  caufe,  but  more  particularly  in  a  myf- 
terious  one,  that  requires  to  be  handled 
with  delicacy  and  addrefs,  is  capable  of 
hurting  it  more,  than  fifty  of  its  warmed 
opponents. — Silly  books,  that  have  been 
written  by  weak  well-meaning  men,  in 
defence  of  religion,  I  am  confident  have 
made  more  infidels  than  all  the  works  of 
Eolingbroke,  Shaftelhury,  or  even  Voltaire 
himfelf :  they  only  want  to  make  people 
believe  that  there  are  fome  ludicrous  things 
to  be  faid  againd  it ;  but  thefe  grave  plod¬ 
ding  blockheads  do  all  they  can  to  perfuade 
us  that  there  is  little  thing  to  be  faid  tor  it. 
—The  univerfal  error  of  thefe  gentry,  is 
that  they  ever  attempt  to  explain,  and  re¬ 
concile  to  fenfe  and  reafon,  thofe  very  myf- 

teries 
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teries  that  the  firft  principles  of  our  religion 
teach  us  are  incomprehenfible ;  and  of 
confequence  neither  obje&s  of  fenfe  nor 
reafon. — I  once  heard  an  ignorant  prieft 
declare,  that  he  did  not  find  the  leaft  diffi¬ 
culty,  in  conceiving  the  myftery  of  the  Tri¬ 
nity,  or  that  of  incarnation ;  and  that  he 
would  undertake  to  make  them  plain  to  the 
meaneft  capacities.  A  gentleman  prefent 
told  him,  he  had  no  doubt  he  could,  to 
all  fuch  capacities  as  his  own.  The  prieft 
took  it  as  a  compliment,  and  made  him  a 
bow— Now  don’t  you  think,  that  a  few 
fuch  teachers  as  this,  muft  hurt  religion 
more  by  their  zeal,  than  all  its  opponents 
can  by  their  wit  ?  Had  thefe  heroes  ftill 
kept  behind  the  bulwarks  of  faith  and  of 
myftery,  their  adverfaries  never  could  have 
touched  them ;  but  they  have  been  fooliffi 
enough  to  abandon  thefe  ftrong-holds,  and 
dared  them  forth  to  combat  on  the  plain 
fields  of  reafon  and  of  fenfe.— -A  fad  piece 
of  generalfnip  indeed  :  fuch  defenders  muft 
ever  ruin  the  beft  caufe. 


But 
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But  although  the  people  of  education 
here  defpife  the  wild  fuperftition  of  the 
vulgar,  yet  they  go  regularly  to  mafs,  and 
attend  the  ordinances  with  great  refped  and 
decency ;  and  they  are  much  pleafed  with 
us  for  our  conformity  to  their  cufcoms,  and 
for  not  appearing  openly  to  defpife  their 
rites  and  ceremonies.  I  own,  this  atten¬ 
tion  of  theirs,  not  to  offend  weak  minds, 
tends  much  to  give  us  a  favourable  opinion 
both  of  their  hearts  and  underftandings. 
They  don’t  make  any  boaft  of  their  infi¬ 
delity  *,  neither  do  they  pefler  you  with  it 
as  in  France,  where  it  is  perpetually  buzz’d 
in  your  ears ;  and  where,  although  they 
pretend  to  believe  lefs,  they  do  in  fad  be¬ 
lieve  more  than  any  nation  on  the  conti¬ 
nent, 

I  know  of  nothing  that  gives  one  a  worfe 
opinion  of  a  man,  than  to  fee  him  make  a 
fhow  and  parade  of  his  contempt  tor  things 
held  facred :  it  is  an  open  infult  to  the 

judgment 
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judgment  of  the  public.  A  countryman 
of  ours,  about  two  years  ago,  offended 
egregioufly  in  this  article,  and  the  people 
ftill  fpeak  of  him  both  with  contempt  and 
deteftation.  It  happened  one  day,  in  the 
great  church,  during  the  elevation  of  the 
hofl,  when  every  body  elfe  were  on  their 
knees,  that  he  ftill  kept  ftanding,  without 
any  appearance  of  refpeffc  to  the  ceremony. 
A  young  nobleman  that  was  near  him  ex- 
prefled  his  furprife  at  this.  “  It  is  ftrange, 
“  Sir,  (faid  he)  that  you,  who  have  had 
“  the  education  of  a  gentleman,  and  ought 
“  to  have  the  fendments  of  one,  fliould 
“  chufe  thus  to  give  fo  very  public  offence.” 
“  Why,  Sir,  (faid  the  Englifhman)  I  don’t 

tc  believe  in  tranfubftantiation.” _ “  Neither 

“  do  h  Sir,  (replied  the  other)  and  yet  you 
“  fee  I  kneel.” 

Adieu.  I  am  called  away  to  fee  the  pre¬ 
parations  for  the  feaft.  In  my  next  I  fhall 
probably  give  you  fome  account  of  it. 
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P.  S.  I  have  been  watching  with  great 
care  the  return  of  our  comet,  but  as  yet  I 
have  difcovered  nothing  of  it:  I  obferve 
too,  with  a  very  indifferent  glafs,  feveral 
large  round  fpots  on  the  fun’s  difk,  and  am 
far  from  being  certain  that  it  is  not  one  of 
them  :  but  I  ihall  not  alarm  you  any  more 
with  this  fubjedt. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

Palermo,  July  noth. 
QN  Sunday,  the  8th,  we  had  the  long 
expected  Sirocc  wind,  which,  although 
our  expedations  had  been  raifed  pretty 
high,  yet  I  own  it  greatly  exceeded  them. 
Ever  fince  we  came  to  our  new  lodging, 
the  thermometer  has  flood  betwixt  72  and 
74  ;  at  our  old  one,  it  was  often  at  79  and 
80  ;  fo  great  is  the  difference  betwixt  the 
heart  of  the  city  and  the  fea-fhore.  At 
prefent,  our  windows  not  only  front  to  the 
North,  but  the  fea  is  immediately  under 
them,  from  whence  we  are  conftantly  re- 
frefhed  by  a  delightful  cooling  breeze.  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday  were  uncommonly  cool, 
the  mercury  never  being  higher  than  724  ; 
and  although  the  Sirocc  is  faid  to  have  fet 
in  early  on  Sunday  morning,  the  air  in  our 


apart- 
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apartments,  which  are  very  large,  with 
high  cielings,  was  not  in  the  leaf!  affedted 
by  it  at  eight  o’clock,  when  I  rofe. — I 
opened  the  door  without  having  any  fufpi- 
cion  of  fuch  a  change  ;  and  indeed  I  never 
was  more  aftonifhed  in  my  life. — The  firft 
blaft  of  it  on  my  face  felt  like  the  burning 
fleam  from  the  mouth  of  an  oven.  I  drew 
back  my  head  and  fhut  the  door,  calling 
out  to  Fullarton,  that  the  whole  atmofphere 
was  in  a  flame.  However,  we  ventured  to 
open  another  door  that  leads  to  a  cool  plat¬ 
form,  where  we  ufually  walk  ;  this  was 
not  expofed  to  the  wind  ;  and  here  I  found 
the  heat  much  more  fupportable  than  I 
could  have  expected  from  the  firft  fpecimen 
I  had  of  it  at  the  other  door.  It  felt  fome- 
what  like  the  fubterraneous  fweating  ftoves 
at  Naples ;  but  ftill  much  hotter. — In  a  few 
minutes  we  found  every  fibre  greatly  re¬ 
laxed,  and  the  pores  opened  to  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree,  that  we  expected  foon  to  be  thrown 
into  a  profufe  fweat.  I  went  to  examine 

the 
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the  thermometer,  and  found  the  air  in  the 
room  as  yet  fo  little  affedted,  that  it  flood 
only  at  73.  The  preceding  night  it  was 
at  72 I  took  it  out  to  the  open  air,  when 
it  immediately  rofe  to  1 10,  and  foon  after 
to  1 12 ;  and  I  am  confident,  that  in  our  old 
lodgings,  or  any  where  within  the  city, 
it  muft  have  rifen  feveral  degrees  higher. 
The  air  was  thick  and  heavy,  but  the  ba¬ 
rometer  was  little  affe&ed  ;  it  had  fallen 
only  about  a  line.  The  fun  did  not  once 
appear  the  whole  day,  otherwife  I  am  per- 
fuaded  the  heat  muft  have  been  infupport- 
able  ;  on  that  fide  of  our  platform  which  is 
expofed  to  the  wind,  it  was  with  difficulty 
we  could  bear  it  for  a  few  minutes.  Here 
I  expofed  a  little  pomatum  which  was 
melted  down,  as  if  I  had  laid  it  before 
the  fire.  I  attempted  to  take  a  walk  in  the 
ftreet,  to  fee  if  any  creature  was  ftirring, 
but  I  found  it  too  much  for  me,  and  was 
glad  to  get  up  flairs  again. 


This 
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This  extraordinary  heat  continued  till 
3  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  wind 
changed  at  once,  almoft  to  the  oppofite 
point  of  the  compafs,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
day  it  blew  ftrong  from  the  fea.  It  is  im- 
poflible  to  conceive  the  different  feeling  of 
the  air.  Indeed,  the  hidden  change  from 
heat  to  cold  is  almoft  as  inconceivable  as 
that  from  cold  to  heat.  The  current  of 
this  hot  air  had  been  flying  for  many  hours 
from  South  to  North  ;  and  I  had  no  doubt, 
that  the  atmofphere,  for  many  miles  round, 
was  entirely  compofed  of  it ;  however,  the 
wind  no  fooner  changed  to  the  North,  than 
it  felt  extremely  cold,  and  we  were  foon 
obliged  to  put  on  our  clothes,  for  till  then 
we  had  been  almoft  naked.  In  a  fhort  time 
the  thermometer  funk  to  82,  a  degree  of 
heat  that  in  England  would  be  thought  al¬ 
moft  infupportable,  and  yet  all  that  night 
we  were  obliged,  merely  from  the  cold,  to 
keep  up  the  glaffes  of  our  coach ;  fo  much 
were  the  pores  opened  and  the  fibres  relaxed 
Vol.  If,  O  by 


i94  A  TOUR  THROUGH 

by  thefe  few  hours  of  the  Sirocc.  Indeed, 

I  had  expofed  myfelf  a  good  deal  to  the 
open  air,  as  I  was  determined  to  feel  what 
effedt  it  would  produce  on  the  human  body. 
At  firft  I  thought  it  muft  have  been  impof- 
fible  to  bear  it ;  but  I  foon  difcovered  my 
miftake,  and  found,  that  where  I  was  fhel- 
tered  from  the  wind,  I  could  walk  about 
without  any  great  inconveniency ;  neither 
did  it  produce  that  copious  fweat  I  ex¬ 
pected  ;  it  occafioned  indeed  a  violent  per- 
fpiration,  which  was  only  attended  with 
a  flight  moifture  on  the  {kin ;  but  I  fup- 
pofe,  if  I  had  put  on  my  clothes,  or  taken 
the  leaf!  exercife,  it  foon  would  have 
brought  it  on. 

I  own  to  you  my  curiofity  with  regard 
to  the  Sirocc  is  now  thoroughly  fatisfied  ; 
nor  do  I  at  all  wifh  for  another  vifit  of  it 
during  our  itay  in  Sicily.  Many  of  our 
acquaintance  who  had  been  promifing  us 
this  regalo ,  as  they  call  it,  came  crowding 

about 


SICILY  AND  MALTA. 


J95 

about  us  as  foon  as  it  was  over,  to  know 
what  we  thought  of  it.  They  own  it  has 
been  pretty  violent  for  the  time  it  lafted ; 
but  affure  us  they  have  felt  it  more  fo,  and 
likewife  of  a  much  longer  duration ;  how¬ 
ever,  it  feldom  lafts  more  than  thirty-fix  or 
forty  hours,  fo  that  the  walls  of  the  houfes 
have  not  time  to  be  heated  throughout, 
otherwife  they  think  there  could  be  no  fuch 
thing  as  living ;  however,  from  what  I  felt 
of  it,  I  believe  they  are  miftaken.  Indeed, 
had  I  been  fatisfied  with  the  firft  blaft, 
(which  is  generally  the  cafe  with  them)  and 
never  more  ventured  out  in  it,  I  certainly 
fhould  have  been  of  their  opinion.  They 
laughed  at  us  for  expofmg  ourfelves  fo  long 
to  it ;  and  were  furprifed  that  our  curiofity 
fhould  lead  us  to  make  experiments  at 
the  expence  of  our  perfons.  They  affure 
us,  that  during  the  time  it  lafts,  there  is 
not  a  mortal  to  be  feen  without  doors,  but 
thofe  whom  neceflity  obliges.  All  their 
doors  and  windows  are  {hut  clofe,  to  pre- 
O  2  venf 
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vent  the  external  air  from  entering;  and 
where  there  are  no  window-ffiutters,  they 
hang  up  wet  blankets  on  the  infide  of  the 
window.  The  fervants  are  conftantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  fprinkling  water,  through  their 
apartments,  to  preferve  the  air  in  as  tem¬ 
perate  a  ftate  as  poffible ;  and  this  is  no 
difficult  matter  here,  as  I  am  told  there  is 
not  a  houfe  in  the  city  that  has  not  a  foun¬ 
tain  within  it.  By  thefe  means  the  people 
of  fafhion  fuffer  very  little  from  the  Sirocc, 
except  the  ftrid  confinement  to  which  it 
obliges  them. 

It  is  fomewhat  fingular,  that  not  with- 
handing  the  fcorching  heat  of  this  wind,  it 
has  never  been  known  to  produce  any  epi¬ 
demical  diftempers,  nor  indeed  bad  confe- 
quences  of  any  kind  to  the  health  of  the 
people.  It  is  true,  they  feel  extremely  weak 
and  relaxed  during  the  time  it  blows,  but 
a  few  hours  of  the  Tramontane,  or  North 
wind,  which  generally  fucceeds  it,  foon 
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braces  them  up,  and  fets  them  to  rights  again. 
Now,  in  Naples,  and  in  many  other  places 
in  Italy,  where  its  violence  is  not  to  be 
compared  to  this,  it  is  often  attended  with 
putrid  diforders,  and  feldom  fails  to  pro¬ 
duce  almofl  a  general  dejection  of  fpirits. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  there  the  Sirocc  lafls 
for  many  days ;  nay,  even  for  weeks ;  fo 
that,  as  its  effeds  are  different,  it  pro¬ 
bably  proceeds  likewife  from  a  different 
caufe, 

I  have  not  been  able  to  procure  any  good 
account  of  this  very  lingular  objed  in  the 
climate  of  Palermo.  The  caufes  they  affign 
for  it  are  various,  though  none  of  them,  l 
think,  altogether  fatisfadory. 

I  have  feen  an  old  fellow  here,  who  has 
written  upon  it.  He  fays,  it  is  the  fame  wind 
that  is  fo  dreadful  in  the  fandy  deferts  of 
Africa,  where  it  fometimes  proves  mortal 
in  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour.  He  alleges 
O  3  that 
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that  it  is  cooled  by  its  paffage  over  the  fea 
which  entirely  difarms  it  of  thefe  tremen-* 
dous  effects,  before  it  reaches  Sicily.  But 
if  this  were  true,  we  flhould  expedt  to  find 
it  moft  violent  on  that  fide  of  the  Ifland  that 
lies  neareft  to  Africa,  which  is  not  the 
cafe  : —though  indeed  it  is  poffible  that  its 
heat  may  be  again  increafed  by  its  paffage 
acrofs  the  ifland ;  for  it  has  ever  been  found 
much  more  violent  at  Palermo,  which  is 
near  the  moft  northern  point,  than  any 
where  elfe  in  Sicily. — Indeed,  I  begin  to  be 
more  reconciled  to  this  reafon,  when  I  con- 
fider  that  this  city  is  almoft  furrounded  by 
high  mountains,  the  ravines  and  vallies 
betwixt  which  are  parched  up  and  burning 
hot  at  this  feafon.  Thefe  likewife  contain 
innumerable  fprings  of  warm  water,  the 
ftreams  of  which  muft  tend  greatly  to  in- 
creafe  the  heat,  and  perhaps  likewife  to 
foften  the  air,  and  difarm  it  of  its  noxious 
qualities.  It  is  a  practice  too,  at  this  feafon, 
to  burn  heath  &nd  brufhwood  on  the  mounr 

tains, 
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tains,  which  muft  ftill  add  to  the  heat  of 
the  air. 

Some  gentlemen  who  were  in  the  coun¬ 
try  told  me,  that  they  walked  out  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  Sirocc,  and  found  the  grafs 
and  plants,  that  had  been  green  the  day 
before,  were  become  quite  brown,  and 
crackled  under  their  feet  as  if  dried  in  an 

oven. 

I  fhall  add  for  youramufement,  a  journal 
of  the  weather  fince  we  came  to  Palermo. 
The  barometer  has  continued  conftantly 
within  a  line  or  two  of  the  fame  point* 
294. . — and  the  fky  has  been  always  clear,, 
except  the  day  of  the  Sirocc  and  the  26th 
of  June,  when  we  had  a  pretty  fmart 
fhower  of  rain  for  two  hours ;  fo  that  I 
think  I  have  nothing  farther  to  do,  but  to 
mark  the  heights  of  the  thermometer. 
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The  more  I  confider  the  extreme  violence 
of  this  heat,  the  more  I  am  furprifed  that 
we  were  able  to  bear  it  with  fo  little  incon- 
yenience.  We  did  not  even  feel  that  de- 
preffion  of  fpirits  that  commonly  attends 
very  great  heats  with  us. — The  thermo¬ 
meter  rofe  40  degrees,  or  very  near  it ;  and 
it  happens  Angularly  enough,  that  before 
the  Sirocc  began,  it  flood  juft  about  40  de¬ 
grees  above  the  point  of  congelation  ;  fo 
that  in  the  morning  of  the  8th  of  July,  the 
heat  increafed  as  much,  almoft  inftantane- 
oufly,  as  it  generally  does  during  the  whole 
time  that  the  fun  moves  from  tropic  to  tro¬ 
pic  ;  for  the  difference  of  72  and  1 1 2  is 
the  fame  as  between  the  freezing  point  and 
72';  or  between  a  cold  day  in  winter,  and 
p,  warm  one  in  fummer. 

Yefterday  we  had  a  great  entertainment 
in  the  palace  of  the  Prince  Partana,  from 
the  balcony  of  which  the  viceroy  reviewed 
p  regiment  of  Swifs,  the  beft  I  have  yet 
§  feen 
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feen  in  the  Neapolitan  fervice,  They  are 
really  a  fine  body  of  men,  and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  violence  of  the  heat,  went 
through  their  motions  with  great  fpirit. 
They  had  two  field-pieces  on  each  flank, 
which  were  extremely  well  ferved ;  and  the 
evolutions  were  performed  with  more  pre- 
cifion  and  fieadinefs  than  one  generally 
meets  with,  except  in  England  or  Ger¬ 
many.  The  grenadiers  were  furnifhed  with 
falfe  grenades,  which  produced  every  effect 
of  real  ones,  except  that  of  doing  mifchief. 
The  throwing  of  thefe  was  the  part  of  the 
entertainment  that  feemed  to  pleafe  the 
moll ;  and  the  grenadiers  took  care  to  di¬ 
rect  them  fo,  that  their  effect  fhould  not 
be  loft.  When  a  number  of  them  fell  to¬ 
gether  amongft  a  thick  crowd  of  the  mo¬ 
bility,  which  was  commonly  the  cafe,  it 
afforded  an  entertaining  fcene  enough,  for 
they  defended  themfelves  with  their  hats, 
and  threw  them  very  dexteroufly  upon  their 
neighbours.  However,  we  faw  no  da¬ 
mage 
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mage  done,  except  the  fmgeing  of  a  few 
wigs  and  caps ;  for  the  ladies  were  there 
in  as  great  numbers  as  the  gentlemen. 

The  company  at  the  Prince  Partana’s 
was  brilliant,  and  the  entertainment  noble. 
It  confifted  principally  of  ices,  creams, 
chocolate,  fweet-meats,  and  fruit,  of  which 
there  was  a  great  variety.  Not  one  half 
of  the  company  play’d  at  cards  ;  the  reft 
amufed  themfelves  in  converfation  and 
walking  on  the  terras.  We  found  the 
young  prince  and  princefs,  who  are  very 
amiable,  with  feveral  of  their  companions 
playing  at  crofs-purpofes,  and  other  games 
of  that  kind.  We  were  joyfully  admitted 
of  this  cheerful  little  circle,  where  we  amufed 
ourfelves  very  well  for  feveral  hours. — I 
only  mention  this,  to  Ihewyou  the  different 
fyftem  of  behaviour  here  and  in  Italy, 
where  no  fuch  familiar  intercourfe  is  al¬ 
lowed  amongft  young  people  before  mar¬ 
riage.  The  young  ladies  here  are  eafy, 

affable, 
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affable,  and  unaffected  ;  and  not  (as  on  the 
continent)  perpetually  ftuck  up  by  the  hides, 
of  their  mothers,  who  bring  them  into 
company,  not  for  their  amufement,  but 
rather  to  offer  them  to  fale ;  and  feem 
mightily  afraid  leaft  every  one  fhould  fteal 
them,  or  that  they  themfelves  Ihould  make 
an  elopement ;  which  indeed  I  fhould  think 
there  was  home  danger  of,  considering  the 
reftraint  under  which  they  are  kept : — fo£ 
furely  there  is  no  fuch  ftrong  incitement 
to  vice,  as  the  making  a  punifhment  of 
virtue. 

Here  the  mothers  Shew  a  proper  confi¬ 
dence  in  their  daughters,  and  allow  their  real 
characters  to  form  and  to  ripen.  In  the 
other  cafe  they  have  either  no  character  at 
all,  or  an  affeCted  one,  which  they  take 
care  to  throw  off  the  moment  they  have  go 
a  hufband ;  when  they  think  it  impofiible 
to  recede  too  far  from  thofe  rigorous  max¬ 
ims  of  decorum  and  circumfpeCtion,  the 

practice 
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practice  of  which  they  had  ever  found  fo 
extremely  difagreeable. 

Were  they  allowed  firft  to  fhew  what 
they  really  are,  I  am  perfuaded  they  would 
not  be  half  fo  bad  ;  but  their  parents,  by 
the  manner  they  treat  them,  fhew  that  they 
have  no  confidence  in  their  principles ;  and 
feem  to  have  adopted  the  ungenerous  maxim 
of  our  countryman, 

cc  That  every  woman  is  at  heart  a  rake.” 

Now  in  countries  where  this  maxim  be¬ 
comes  of  general  belief,  there  is  no  doubt, 
that  it  likewife  becomes  true ;  for  the  wo¬ 
men  having  no  longer  any  character  to 
fupport,  they  will  even  avoid  the  pretences 
to  virtue,  well  knowing  that  thofe  pretences 
are  only  looked  upon  as  hypocrify  and 
affectation.  I  dare  fay,  you  will  agree  with 
me,  that  the  better  method  to  make  them 
virtuous,  is  firft  to  make  them  believe  that 
we  think  them  fo  ;  for  where  virtue  is  really 

efteemed> 


20 6  A  TOUR  THROUGH 

efteemed,  there  are  none  that  would  wil¬ 
lingly  relinquish.  the  character ;  but  where 
it  requires  a  guard,  (as  parfon  Adams  fays) 
it  certainly  is  not  worth  the  centinel. 

Some  of  the  families  here  put  me  in  mind 
of  our  own  domeftic  fyftem.  The  prince 
of  Refuttana,  his  wife  and  daughter,  are 
always  together;  but  it  is  becaufe  they 
chufe  to  be  fo,  and  there  appears  the  ftrongeft 
affe&ion,  without  the  leaft  diffidence  on  the 
one  fide,  or  reftraint  on  the  other. — The 
young  princefs  Donna  Rofolia  is  one  of  the 
moft  amiable  young  ladies  I  have  feen; 
fhe  was  of  our  little  party  laft  night,  and 
indeed  made  one  of  its  greateft  ornaments. 
— It  would  appear  vain  and  partial,  after 
this  to  fay,  that  in  countenance,  fentiment, 
and  behaviour,  fhe  feems  altogether  Eng- 
liffi  ; — but  it  is  true  : — and  this  perhaps 
may  have  contributed  to  advance  her  hill 
higher  in  our  efteem ;  for  in  fpite  of  all 
our  philofophy,  thefe  unphilofophical  pre- 
8  judices 
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judices  will  ftill  exift,  and  no  man,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  has  entirely  divefted  himfelf  of  them. 
— We  had  lately  a  noble  entertainment  at 
her  father’s  country  houfe,  and  had  reafon 
to  be  much  pleafed  with  the  unaffected  ho- 
fpitality  and  eafy  politenefs  of  the  whole 
family.  This  palace  is  reckoned  the  molt 
magnificent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pa¬ 
lermo.  It  lies  about  fix  or  feven  miles  to 
the  weft  of  the  city,  in  the  country  called 
II  Colie  ;  in  the  oppofite  direction  from  the 
Bagaria,  which  I  have  already  mentioned. 
The  viceroy  and  his  family,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  nobility,  were  of  this 
party,  which  lafted  till  about  two  in  the 
morning.  At  midnight  a  curious  fet  of 
fire-works  were  played  off,  from  the  leads 
of  the  palace,  which  had  a  fine  effeCfc  from 
the  garden  below. 

Farewell. — I  had  no  time  to  write  yef- 
terday,  and  though  we  did  not  break  up 
till  near  three  this  morning,  I  have  got  up 


at 
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at  eight,  I  was  fo  eager  to  give  you  fome 
account  of  the  Sirocc  wind. 

We  are  now  going  to  be  very  bufy  :  The 
feaft  of  St.  Rofolia  begins  to-morrow;  and 
all  the  world  are  on  the  very  tip-toe  of  ex¬ 
pectation  :  perhaps  they  may  be  difap- 
pointed.  I  often  wifh  that  you  were  with 
us,  particularly  when  we  are  happy  :  Though 
you  know  it  is  by  no  means  feafts  and  fhows 
that  make  us  fo.  However,  as  this  is  per¬ 
haps  the  moll;  remarkable  one  in  Europe  ; 
that  you  may  enjoy  as  much  of  it  as  pof- 
fible,  I  fhall  fit  down  every  night,  and  give 
you  a  fhort  account  of  the  tranfactions  of 
the  day. — We  are  now  going  to  breakfafc ; 
after  which  we  are  engaged  to  play  at  Bal¬ 
lon,  an  exercife  I  fuppofe  you  are  well  ac¬ 
quainted  with  ;  but  as  the  day  promifes  to 
be  extremely  hot,  I  believe  I  fhall  defert  the 
party  and  go  a  fwimming. — But  I  fee  F.  and 
G.  have  already  attacked  the  figs  and  peaches 
fol  mull;  appear  for  my  intereft,— Farewell. 
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LETTER  XXX. 


Palermo,  July  12th. 


BOUT  five  in  the  afternoon,  the 


X  JL  feftival  began  by  the  triumph  of  St. 
Rofolia,  who  was  drawn  with  great  pomp 
through  the  center  of  the  city,  from  the 
Marino  to  the  Porto  Nuovo.  The  tri¬ 


umphal  car  was  preceded  by  a  troop  of 


horfe,  with  trumpets  and  kettle-drums; 
and  all  the  city  officers  in  their  gala  uni¬ 
forms.  It  is  indeed  a  moft  enormous  ma¬ 
chine  :  It  meafures  feventy  feet  long,  thirty 
wide,  and  upwards  of  eighty  high;  and, 
as  it  pafled  along,  over-topped  the  loftieft 
houfes  of  Palermo.  The  form  of  its  under¬ 
part  is  like  that  of  the  Roman  gallies,  but 
it  fwells  as  it  advances  in  height ;  and  the 
front  affumes  an  oval  ffiapelike  an  amphi- 
Vol.  II.  P  theatre, 
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theatre,  with  feats  placed  in  the  theatrical 
manner.  This  is  the  great  orcheftra, 
which  was  filled  with  a  numerous  band  of 
muficians  placed  in  rows,  one  above  the 
other :  Over  this  orcheftra  and  a  little 
behind  it,  there  is  a  large  dome  fupported 
by  fix  Corinthian  columns,  and  adorned 
with  a  number  of  figures  of  faints  and 
angels;  and  on  the  fummit  of  the  dome 
there  is  a  gigantic  filver  ftatue  of  St.  Rofo- 
lia. — The  whole  machine  is  drefled  out 
with  orange-trees,  flower-pots,  and  trees 
of  artificial  coral.  The  car  flopped  every 
fifty  or  fixty  yards,  when  the  orcheftra 
performed  a  piece  of  mufic,  with  fongs  in 
honour  of  the  faint.  It  appeared  a  moving 
caftle,  and  completely  filled  the  great  ftreet 
from  fide  to  fide.  This  indeed  was  its 
greateft  difadvantage,  for  the  fpace  it  had  to 
move  in  was  in  no  wife  proportioned  to  its 
lize,  and  the  fioufes  feerned  to  dwindle 
away  to  nothing  as  it  pafled  along.  This 
vaft  fabric  was  drawn  by  fifty- fix  huge 

mules. 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  2if 


mules,  in  two  rows,  curioufly  caparifoned, 
and  mounted  by  twenty-eight  poftilions, 
dreffed  in  gold  and  fflver  fluffs,  with  great 
plumes  of  oftrich  feathers  in  their  hats. — * 
Every  window  and  balcony,  on  both  fides 
of  the  flreet,  were  full  of  well-dreffed 
people,  and  the  car  was  followed  by  many 
thoufands  of  the  lower  fort.  The  triumph 
was  finifhed  in  about  three  hours ;  and 
was  fucceeded  by  the  beautiful  illumination 
of  the  Marino. 

I  believe  I  have  already  mentioned,  that 
there  is  a  range  of  arches  and  pyramids 
extending  from  end  to  end  of  this  noble 
walk:  thefe  are  painted,  and  adorned  with 
artificial  flowers,  and  are  entirely  covered 
with  lamps,  placed  fo  very  thick,  that  at 
a  little  diftance  the  whole  appears  fo  many 
pyramids  and  arches  of  flame.  T  he  whole 
chain  of  this  illumination  was  about  a  mile 
in  length,  and  indeed  you  Can  hardly 
conceive  any  thing  more  fplendid.  There 
P  2 
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was  no  break  or  imperfection  anywhere; 
the  night  being  fo  ftill  that  not  a  Angle 
lamp  was  extinguished. 

Oppofite  to  the  center  of  this  great  line 
of  light,  there  was  a  magnificent  pavilion 
ereCted  for  the  viceroy  and  his  company, 
which  confifted  of  the  whole  nobility  of 
Palermo :  and  on  the  front  of  this,  at 
foine  little  difiance  in  the  fea,  flood  the 
great  fire-works,  reprefenting  the  front 
of  a  palace,  adorned  with  columns,  arches, 
trophies,  and  every  ornament  of  archi¬ 
tecture.  All  the  chebecks,  galleys,  gal¬ 
liots,  and  other  Shipping,  were  ranged 
around  this  palace,  and  formed  a  kind  of 
amphitheatre  in  the  fea,  inclofing  it  in  the 
center. — Thefe  began  the  Show  by  a  dis¬ 
charge  of  the  whole  of  their  artillery,  the 
found  of  which,  re-echoed  from  the  moun¬ 
tains,  produced  a  very  noble  effeCt;  they 
then  played  off  a  variety  of  water  rockets, 
and  bombs  of  a  curious  conftruCtion,  that 

often 
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often  burft  below  water.  This  continued 
for  half  an  hour,  when  in  an  inftant., 
the  whole  of  the  palace  was  beautifully 
illuminated.  This  was  the  fignal  for  the 
{hipping  to  ceafe,  and  appeared  indeed  like 
a  piece  of  enchantment,  as  it  was  done 
altogether  inftantaneoufly,  and  without  the 
appearance  of  any  agent.  At  the  fame 
time  the  fountains  that  were  reprefented  in 
the  court  before  the  palace,  began  to  fpout 
up  fire,  and  made  a  reprefentation  of  fome 
of  the  great  jet  d'eaus  of  Verfailles  and 
Marly.  As  foon  as  thefe  were  extin- 
guifhed,  the  court  affumed  the  form  of 
a  great  parterre ;  adorned  with  a  variety 
of  palm-trees  of  fire,  interfperfed  with 
orange-trees,  flower-pots,  vafes  and  other 
ornaments.  On  the  extinguifhing  of  tnefe 
the  illumination  of  the  palace  was  likewife 
extinguifhed ;  and  the  front  of  it  broke 
out  into  the  appearance  of  a.  variety  of 
funs,  ftars,  and  wheels  of  fire,  which  in  a 
{hort  time  reduced  it  to  a  perfect  ruin. 

P  3  And 
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And  when  all  appeared  finished,  there 
burft  from  the  center  of  the  pile,  a  vaft 
explofion  of  two  thoufand  rockets,  bombs, 
ferpents,  fquibs,  and  devils,  which  feemed 
to  fill  the  whole  atmofphere :  the  fall  of 
thefe  made  terrible  havock  amongft  the 
clothes  of  the  poor  people  who  were  not 
under  cover,  but  afforded  admirable  enter¬ 
tainment  to  the  nobility  who  were.  Du¬ 
ring  this  exhibition  we  had  a  handfome 
entertainment  of  coffee,  ices,  and  fweet- 
meats,  with  a  variety  of  excellent  wines, 
in  the  great  pavilion  in  the  center  of  the 
Marino;  this  was  at  the  expence  of  the 
Duke  of  Caftellano,  the  praetor  (or  mayor) 
of  the  city.  The  principal  nobility  give 
thefe  entertainments  by  turns  every  night 
during  the  feftival,  and  vie  with  each  other 
in  their  magnificence. 

As  foon  as  the  fireworks  were  finifhed, 
the  viceroy  went  out  to  fea  in  a  galley 
Tidily  illuminated.  We  chofe  to  flay  on 

fhoj-e, 
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ftiort,  to  fee  the  appearance  it  made  at  a 
diftance.  It  was  rowed  by  feventy-two. 
oars,  and  indeed  made  one  of  the  mod 
beautiful  objeds  you  can  imagine ;  flying 
with  vaft  velocity  over  the  waters,  as 
fmooth  and  as  clear  as  glafs,  which  ftione 
round  it  like  a  flame,  and  refleded  its 
fplendour  on  all  fides.  The  oars  beat 
time  to  the  French-horns,  clarionets,  and 
trumpets,  of  which  there  was  a  numerous 
band  on  the  prow. 

The  day’s  entertainment  was  concluded 
by  the  Corfo,  which  began  exadly  at  mid¬ 
night,  and  lafted  till  two  in  the  morning. 

The  great  ftreet  was  illuminated  in  the 
fame  magnificent  manner  as  the  Marino.. 
The  arches  and  pyramids  were  ereded  at 
little  diftances  from  each  other,  on  both 
fides  of  the  ftreet,  betwixt  the  foot-path 
and  the  fpace  for  carriages  ;  and  when  feen, 

from  either  of  the  gates,  appeared  to  be 
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nvo  continued  lines  of  the  brighteft  flame. 
Indeed,  thefe  illuminations  are  fo  very 
different,  and  fo  much  fuperior,  to  any  I 
have  ever  feen,  that  I  find  it  difficult  to 
give  any  tolerable  idea  of  them.— Two 
lines  of  coaches  occupied  the  fpace  betwixt 
thefe  two  lines  of  illumination.  They 
were  in  the  g reateft  gala;  and  as  they 
open  from  the  middle,  and  let  down  on 
each  fide,  the  beauty  of  the  ladies,  the 
richnefs  of  their  drefs,  and  brilliance  of 
their  jewels,  were  difplayed  in  the  moft 
advantageous  manner. 

This  beautiful  train  moved  flowly  round 
and  round  for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  ;  and 
eveiy  member  of  it  feemed  animated  with 
a  den  re  to  pleafe. — The  company  appeared 
ah  joy  and  exultation  .’--^Scarce  two  coaches 
paHed  without  feme  mutual  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  affection  or  refpedt;  and  the 
pleafure  that  fparkled  from  every  eye 
feemed  to  be  reflected  and  communicated 

by 
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by  a  kind  of  fympathy  through  the 
whole. 

In  fuch  an  aflembly,  it  was  irapoffible 
for  the  heart  not  to  dilate  and  expand  it- 
felf ; — I  own  mine  was  often  fo  full,  that 
I  could  hardly  find  utterance  ;  and  I  have 
feen  a  tragedy  with  lefs  emotion  than  I 
did  this  fcene  of  joy.---I  always  thought 
thefe  affe&ions  had  been  ftrangers  to  pomp 
and  parade ;  but  here  the  univerfal  joy 
feemed  really  to  fpring  from  the  heart :  it 
brightened  up  every  countenance,  and 
fpoke  affection  and  friendlhip  from  every 
face.— "No  {lately  air, — nofuperciliouslook; 
- — all  appeared  friends  and  equals. — -And 
fure  I  am,  that  the  beauty  of  the  ladies  was 
not  half  fo  much  heightened  either  by 
their  drefs  or  their  jewels,  as  by  that  air 
of  complacency  and  good  humour  with 
which  it  was  animated* 


We 
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We  were  diftributed  in  different  coaches 
amongft  the  nobility,  which  gave  us  a 
better  opportunity  of  making  thefe  obferva- 
tions. — I  will  own  to  you,  that  I  have 
never  beheld  a  more  delightful  fight 
and  if  fuperftition  often  produces  fuch 
effects,  I  fincerely  wifti  we  had  a  little 
more  of  it  amongft  us.  I  could  have 
thrown  myfelf  down  before  St.  Rofolia, 
and  blefled  her  for  making  fo  many  people 
happy. 

We  retired  about  two  o’clock;  but  the 
variety  of  glittering  feenes  and  gaudy  ob¬ 
jects  fiill  vibrated  before  my  eyes,  and 
prevented  me  from  fleeping ;  however  I 
am  almoft  as  much  refrelhed  as  if  I  had : 
but  I  really  believe  four  more  fuch  days 
will  be  too  much  for  any  of  us.  Indeed, 
I  am  fure  that  it  is  impoffible  to  keep  it 
up,  and  it  mull  neceflarily  flag.  I  think, 
from  what  I  can  obferve,  they  have  already 
exh au fled  almoft  one  half  of  their  prepa¬ 
rations  ; 
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rations  ;  how  they  are  to  fupport  the  other 
four  days,  I  cfwn,  I  do  not  comprehend 
however,  we  fhall  fee. 

I  thought  to  have  given  you  an  account 
of  every  thing  at  night,  after  it  was  over, 
but  I  find  it  impoffible  :  the  fpirits  are  too 
much  diffipated,  and  exhaufted,  and  the 
imagination  is  too  full  of  objects  to  be  able 
to  feparate  them  with  any  degree  of  regu¬ 
larity.— I  fhall  write  you  therefore  regularly 
the  morning  following,  when  this  fever  of 
the  fancy  has  had  time  to  cool,  and  when 
things  appear  as  they  really  are.-- -Adieu 
then  till  to-morrow. — Here  is  a  fine  fhower, 
which  will  cool  the  air,  and  fave  the  trouble 
of  watering  the  Marino  and  the  great 
ftreet,  which  is  done  regularly  every  morn¬ 
ing  when  there  is  no  rain.  The  thermo¬ 
meter  is  at  73. 

13th.  I  thought  there  would  be  a  fall¬ 
ing  off,— -Yefterday’s  entertainments  were 

not 
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not  fo  fplendid  as  thofe  of  the  day  before 
They  began  by  the  horfe-races.  There 
were  three  races,  and  fix  horfes  ftarted 
each  race.  Thefe  were  mounted  by  boys 
of  about  twelve  years  old,  without  either 
faddle  or  bridle,  but  only  a  fmall  piece  of 
cord,  by  way  of  bit,  in  the  horfe’s  mouth, 
which  it  feems  is  fufficient  to  flop  them. 
The  great  ftreet  was  the  courfe  ;  and  to 
this  end  it  was  covered  with  earth  to  the 
depth  of  five  or  fix  inches. — The  firing  of 
a  cannon  at  the  Porto  Felice  was  the  fignai 
for  ftarting :  and  the  horfes  leemed  to 
underftand  this,  for  they  all  fet  off  at  once 

9 

full  fpeed,  and  continued  at  their  utmoft 
ftretch  to  the  Porto  Nuovo,  which  was  the 
winning  poll;.  It  is  exactly  a  mile,  and 
they  performed  it  in  a  minute  and  thirty- 
five  feconds,  which,  confidering  the  fize 
of  the  horfes,  (fcarce  fourteen  hands)  we 
thought  was  very  great.  Thefe  are  gene¬ 
rally  Barbs,  or  a  mixed  breed  betwixt  the 
Sicilian  and  Barb.  The  boys  were  gaudily 
8  dreffed, 
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drefled,  and  made  a  pretty  appearance. — 
We  were  furprifed  to  fee  how  well  they 
ftuck  on  ;  but  indeed,  I  obferved  they  had 
generally  laid  faft  hold  of  the  mane.  v 

The  moment  before  ftarting,  the  ftreet 
appeared  full  of  people  ;  nor  did  we  con¬ 
ceive  how  the  race  could  poflibly  be  per¬ 
formed.  Our  furprife  was  increafed  when 
we  faw  the  horfes  run  full  fpeed  at  the 
very  thickeft  of  this  crowd,  which  did  not 
begin  to  open,  till  they  were  almoft  clofe 
upon  it. — The  people  then  opened,  and 
fell  back  on  each  fide,  by  a  regular  uni¬ 
form  motion,  from  one  end  of  the  ftreet  to 
the  other.  This  fingular  manoeuvre  feem- 
ed  to  be  performed  without  any  buftle  or 
confufion,  and  the  moment  the  horfes  were 
paft,  they  clofed  again  behind  them.  How¬ 
ever,  it  deftroys  great  part  of  the  pleafure 
of  the  race  ;  for  you  cannot  help  being 
under  apprehenfions  for  fuch  a  number 
of  people,  whom  you  every  moment  fee 
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in  imminent  danger  of  being  trod  to  death  j 
for  this  mull  inevitably  be  their  fate,  were 
they  only  a  feeond  or  two  later  in  retiring. 
Thefe  accidents,  they  allow,  have  often 
happened  ;  however,  yefterday  every  body 
efcaped. 

The  vi&or  was  condu&ed  along  the 
ftreet  in  triumph,  with  his  prize  difplayed 
before  him.  This  was  a  piece  of  white 
filk  embroidered  and  worked  with  gold. 

Thefe  races  I  think  are  much  fuperior 
to  the  common  ftyle  of  races  in  Italy, 
which  are  performed  by  horfes  alone  with¬ 
out  riders ;  but  they  are  by  no  means  to 
be  compared  to  thofe  in  England. 

The  great  ftreet  was  illuminated  in  the 
fame  manner  as  on  the  preceding  night; 
and  the  grand  converfation  of  the  nobles 
was  held  at  the  archbifhop’s  palace,  which 
was  richly  fitted  up  for  the  occafion. 


The 
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The  gardens  were  finely  illuminated ; 
and  put  me  in  mind  of  our  Vauxhall. 
There  were  two  orcheftras  (one  at  each 
end)  and  two  very  good  bands  of  mufic. 
The  entertainment  was  fplendid,  and  the 
archbifhop  fhewed  attention  and  politenefs 
to  every  perfon  of  the  company. 

About  ten  o’clock  the  great  triumphal 
car  marched  back  again  in  proceffion  to  the 
Marino.  It  was  richly  illuminated  with 
large  wax  tapers,  and  made  a  moft  for¬ 
midable  figure. — Don  Quixote  would  have 
been  very  excufable  in  taking  it  for  an 
inchanted  caftle,  moving  through  the  air. — 
We  did  not  leave  the  archbifhop’s  till 
midnight,  when  the  Corfo  began,  which, 
was  precifely  the  fame  in  every  refpeT  as 
the  night  before,  and  afforded  us  a  delight¬ 
ful  fcene. 

14th.  Laft  night  the  two  great  ftreets 
and  the  four  gates  of  the  city  that  ter¬ 
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minate  them,  were  illuminated  in  the  moll: 
fplendid  manner. — Thefe  ftreets  crofs  each 
other  in  the  center  of  the  city,  where  they 
form  a  beautiful  fquare,  called  La  Piazza 
Ottangolare ,  from  the  eight  angles  they 
form.  This  fquare  was  richly  ornamented 
with  tapeftry,  ftatues,  and  artificial  flowers ; 
and  as  the  buildings  which  form  its  four 
fides  are  uniform,  and  of  a  beautiful  archi¬ 
tecture,  and  at  the  fame  time  highly  illu¬ 
minated,  it  made  a  fine  appearance.  There 
are  four  orcheftras  ereCted  in  it :  and  the 
four  bands  of  mufic  are  greater  than  I  had 
any  conception  this  city  could  have  pro¬ 
duced. 

From  the  center  of  this  fquare  you  have 
a  view  of  the  whole  city  of  Palermo  thus 
drefled  out  in  its  glory ;  and  indeed,  the 
effedt  it  produces  furpafles  belief.  The 
four  gates  that  form  the  villas  to  this 
fplendid  fcene  are  highly  decorated,  and 
lighted  up  in  an  elegant  tafle;  the  illu¬ 
minations 
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initiations  reprefenting  a  variety  of  trophies, 
the  arms  of  Spain,  thofe  of  Naples,  Sicily, 
and  the  city  of  Palermo,  with  their  guar¬ 
dian  geniufes,  &c. 

The  converfation  of  the  nobles  was  held 
in  the  viceroy’s  palace;  and  the  entertain-* 
ment  was  ftill  more  magnificent  than  any 
of  the  former.  The  great  fireworks  oppo-> 
fite  to  the  front  of  the  palace  began  at  ten 
o’clock,  and  ended  at  midnight ;  after 
which  we  went  to  the  Corfo,  which  Iafted, 
as  ufual,  till  two  in  the  morning.  This 
part  of  the  entertainment  ftill  pleafes  us 
the  moft ;  it  is  indeed  the  only  part  of  it 
that  reaches  the  heart ;  and  where  this  is 
not  the  cafe,  a  puppet-fhow  is  juft  as  good 
as  a  coronation. — We  have  now  got  ac¬ 
quainted  almoft  with  every  countenance ; 
and  from  that  air  of  goodnefs  and  benig¬ 
nity  that  animates  them,  and  which  feems 
to  be  mutually  reflected  from  one  to 
the  other,  we  are  inclined  to  form  the 
Yol.  II.  moft 
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moO:  favourable  opinion  of  the  peO'* 
pie. 

Our  fireworks  laft  night  were  greater 
than  thofe  of  the  Marino,  but  their  effect 
did  not  pleafe  me  fo  much  ;  the  want  of 
the  fea  and  the  fhipping  were  two  capital 
wants.  They  likewife  reprefented  the  front 
of  a  palace,  but  of  a  greater  extent.  It 
was  illuminated  too  as  the  former,  and 
the  whole  conducted  pretty  much  in  the 
fame  manner.  We  faw  it  to  the  greatest 
advantage  from  the  balconies  of  the  ftate 
apartments,  in  the  viceroy’s  palace,  where 
we  had  an  elegant  concert ;  but,  to  the  no 
fmall  difappointment  of  the  company,  Ga¬ 
brieli,  the  fineft  finger,  but  the  moft  ca¬ 
pricious  mortal  upon  earth,  did  not  chufe 
to  perform. 

15th.  Three  races,  fix  horfes  each,  as 
formerly.  They  called  it  very  good  fport. 
I  cannot  fay  that  I  admired  it.- — A  poor 

creature 
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creature  was  rode  down,  and  I  believe 
killed  j  and  one  of  the  boys  had  likewife  a 
fall. 

The  great  aflembly  of  the  nobility  was 
held  at  the  Judice  Monarchia’s,  an  officer 
of  high  truft  and  dignity.  Here  we  had 
an  entertainment  in  the  fame  ftyle  as  the 
others,  and  a  good  concert. — At  eleven 
o’clock  the  viceroy,  attended  by  the  whole 
company,  went  on  foot  to  vifit  the  fquare 
and  the  great  church. — We  made  a  pro¬ 
digious  train ;  for  though  the  city  was 
all  a  lamp  of  light,  the  fervants  of  the 
viceroy  and  nobility  attended  with  wax 
flambeaux,  to  fhew  us  the  way.  As  foon 
as  the  viceroy  entered  the  fquare,  the  four 
orcheftras  ftruck  up  a  fymphony,  and  con¬ 
tinued  playing  till  he  left  it. 

The  crowd  around  the  church  was  very 
great,  and  without  the  prefence  of  the 
viceroy,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for 
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us  to  get  in  :  but  his  attendants  foon  cleared 
the  paffages ;  and  at  once  entering  the 
great  gate,  we  beheld  the  mod  fplendid 
fcene  in  the  world.  The  whole  church 
appeared  a  flame  of  light ;  which,  reflected 
from  ten  thoufand  bright  and  fhining  fur- 
faces,  of  different  colours  and  at  different 
angles,  produced  an  effeff,  which,  I  think, 
exceeds  all  the  defcriptions  of  enchantment 
I  have  ever  read.  Indeed,  I  did  not  think 
that  human  art  could  have  devifed  any 
thing  fo  fplendid.  I  believe  I  have  already 
mentioned  that  the  whole  church,  walls, 
roof,  pillars,  and  pilafters  were  entirely 
covered  over  with  mirror,  interfperfed  with 
gold  and  filver  paper,  artificial  flowers, 
&c.  done  up  with  great  tafte  and  elegance, 
fo  that  not  one  inch  either  of  done  or 
plaifler  was  to  be  feen. — Now,  form  an 
idea,  if  you  can,  of  one  of  our  great  ca¬ 
thedrals  dreifed  out  in  this  manner,  and 
illuminated  with  twenty  thoufand  wax 
tapers,  and  you  will  have  fome  faint  notion 

of 
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of  this  fplendid  fcene. — I  own  it  did  greatly 
exceed  my  expeditions,  although,  from  the 
defcriptions  we  had  of  it,  they  were  raifed 
very  high. — When  we  recovered  from  our 
firft  furprife,  which  had  produced,  un¬ 
known  to  ourfelves,  many  exclamations  of 
aftonifhment,  I  obferved  that  all  the  eyes  of 
the  nobility  were  fixed  upon  us  ;  and  that 
they  enjoyed  exceedingly  the  amazement 
into  which  we  were  thrown. — Indeed  this 
fcene,  in  my  opinion,  greatly  exceeds  all 
the  reft  of  the  fhow. 

I  have  often  heard  the  illumination  of 
St.  Peter’s  fpoken  of  as  a  wonderful  fine 
thing  :  fo  indeed  it  is  ;  but  it  is  certainly 
no  more  to  be  compared  to  this,  than  the 
planet  Venus  is  to  the  fun. — The  effeds 
indeed  are  of  a  different  kind,  and  cannot 
well  be  compared  together. 

This  fcene  was  too  glaring  to  bear  any 
confiderable  time  ;  and  the  heat  occafioned 

0^3  by 
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by  the  immenfe  number  of  lights,  foon 
became  intolerable. — I  attempted  to  reckon 
the  number  of  luftres,  and  counted  up¬ 
wards  of  five  hundred ;  but  my  head 
became  giddy,  and  I  was  obliged  to  give  it 
up. — They  allure  us  that  the  number  of 
wax  tapers  is  not  lefs  than  twenty  thou- 
fand.  There  are  eight-and- twenty  altars, 
fourteen  on  each  fide ;  thefe  are  drefled 
Out  with  the  utmoft  magnificence  ;  and  the 
great  altar  is  Hill  the  moll;  fplendid  of 
all. 

When  you  think  of  the  gaudy  materials 
that  compofe  the  lining  of  this  church,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  annex  an  idea  of  gran¬ 
deur  and  majefty  to  it :  at  leaft,  foit  ftruck 
me,  when  I  was  firft  told  of  it ;  yet,  I 
affine  you,  the  elegant  fimplicity  and  unity 
of  the  defign  prevents  this  effect,  and  gives 
an  air  of  dignity  to  the  whole. 


It 
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It  is  cn  this  part  of  the  fliow  the  people 
of  Palermo  value  themfelves  the  moft ; 
they  talk  of  all  the  reft  as  trifling  in  com- 
parifon  of  this  ;  and  indeed,  I  think  it  is 
probable,  that  there  is  nothing  of  the  kind. 
In  the  world  that  is  equal  to  it. — — It  is 
ftrange  they  fhould  chufe  to  be  at  fo  great 
an  expence  and  trouble,  for  a  (how  of  a 
few  hours  only  ;  for  they  have  already 
begun  this  morning,  to  ftrip  the  church 
of  its  gaudy  drefs,  and  I  am  told  it  will 
not  be  finifhed  for  many  weeks. 

From  the  church  we  went  immediately 
to  the  Corfo,  which  concluded,  as  uiual, 
the  entertainments  of  the  day. 

1 6th.  Laft  night  we  had  the  full  illu¬ 
mination  of  all  the  ftreets. — The  affembiy 
was  held  at  the  prsetor’s,  where  there  was 
an  elegant  entertainment  and  a  concert. — 
Pacherotti,  the  firft  man  of  the  opera, 
diftinguilhed  himfelf  very  much.  I  think 

0^4.  he 
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he  is  one  of  the  moft  agreeable  fingers 
I  have  ever  heard  ;  and  am  perfuaded,  that 
in  a  few  years,  he  will  be  very  celebrated. 
Campanucci,  the  fecond  foprano,  is,  I  think, 
preferable  to  moll  that  I  have  heard  in 
Italy  ;  and  you  will  the  more  eafily  believe 
this,  when  I  inform  you,  that  he  is  en¬ 
gaged  for  next  winter,  to  be  the  firft  finger 
in  the  great  opera  at  Rome.  Is  it  not 
ftrange,  that  the  capital  of  all  Italy ;  and, 
for  the  fine  arts,  (as  it  formerly  was 
for  arms)  the  capital  of  the  world,  fhould 
condefcend  to  chufe  its  firft  opera-per¬ 
former  from  amongft  the  fubalterns  of  a 
remote  Sicilian  ftage  ? 

You  will  believe,  that  with  two  fuch 
fopranos  as  thefe,  and  Gabrieli  for  the 
firft  woman,  the  opera  here  will  not  be 
a  defpicable  one.  It  is  to  begin  in  a  few 
days,  notwithflanding  the  extreme  heat 
of  the  feafon  ;  fo  fond  are  the  people  here 
of  thefe  entertainments. 


Their 
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Their  opera  dancers  are  thofe  you  had 
laft  year  at  London  :  they  are  juft  arrived, 
and  the  people  are  by  no  means  pleafed 
with  them.  We  faw  them  this  morning 
at  the  rehearfal ;  and,  to  their  great  fur- 
prife,  addreffed  them  in  Englifh.  You 
cannot  imagine  how  happy  they  were  to 
fee  us.  Poor  fouls  !  I  was  delighted  to 
hear  with  what  warmth  of  gratitude  and 
affe&ion  they  fpoke  of  England.  There 
is  a  mother  and  two  daughters ;  the 
youngeft  pretty,  but  the  eldeft,  the  firft 
dancer,  appears  a  fenfible,  modeft,  well- 
behaved  girl ; — more  fo  than  is  common 
with  thefe  fort  of  people.  Speaking  of 
England,  fhe  faid,  with  a  degree  of 
warmth,  that  her  good  treatment  in  gene¬ 
ral  could  hardly  infpire,  that  in  her  life 
fhe  never  left  any  country  with  fo  fore  a 
heart;  and  had  fhe  only  enjoyed  her 
health,  all  the  world  fhould  never  have 
torn  her  away  from  it. — She  feemed  af- 

feded  when  fire  faid  this.— I  acknowledged 

the 
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the  honour  Ihe  did  the  Englilh  nation  j 
but  alleged  that  thefe  fentiments,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  were  uttered,  could 
fcarcely  proceed  from  a  general  love  of  the 
country. — She  anfwered  me  with  a  fmile, 
but  at  the  fame  time  I  could  obferve  the 
tear  in  her  eye — At  that  inftant  we  were 
interrupted  ;  however,  I  ihall  endeavour, 
if  poffible,  to  learn  her  llory ;  for  I  am 
perfuaded  there  is  one :  perhaps  you  may 
know  it,  as  I  dare  lay  it  is  no  fecret  in 
London. 

But  I  have  got  quite  away  from  my 
fubjedt,  and  had  forgot  that  I  fat  down 
to  give  you  an  account  of  the  fealt.— 
Indeed,  I  will  own,  it  is  a  kind  of  fubjed 
I  by  no  means  like  to  write  upon  ; — I 
almoft  repent  that  I  had  undertaken  it, 

and  am  heartily  glad  it  is  now  over. _ It 

does  very  well  to  fee  Ihows  ;  but  their  de- 
fcription  is  of  all  things  on  earth  the  molt 
inlipid  :  for  words  and  writing  convey 

ideas 


8 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  135 

ideas  only  by  a  flow  and  regular  kind 
of  progrefs  j  and  while  we  gain  one,  we 
generally  lofe  another,  fo  that  the  fancy 
feldom  embraces  the  whole  but  when  a 
thoufand  objeds  {trike  you  at  once,  the 
imagination  is  filled  and  fatisfied. 

The  great  proceffion  that  clofes  the  fef- 
tival  began  at  ten  o’clock— It  only  differed 
from  other  procefiions  in  this,  that  befides 
all  the  priefts,  friars,  and  religious  orders 
of  the  city,  there  were  placed  at  equal 
diftances  from  each  other  ten  lofty  ma¬ 
chines  made  of  wood  and  pafteboard,  orna¬ 
mented  in  an  elegant  manner,  reprefenting 
temples,  tabernacles,  and  a  variety  of  beau¬ 
tiful  pieces  of  architecture. — Thefe  are  fur- 
nifhed  by  the  different  convents  and  re¬ 
ligious  fraternities,  who  vie  with  each 
other  in  the  richnefs  and  elegance  of  the 
work.  Some  of  them  are  not  lefs  than 

fixty  feet  high. - They  are  filled  with 

figures 
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figures  of  faints  and  of  angels,  made  of  wax, 
fo  natural  and  fo  admirably  well  painted, 
that  many  of  them  feemed  really  to  be 
alive.  All  thefe  figures  are  prepared  by 
the  nuns,  and  by  them  dreffed  out  in  rich 
robes  of  gold  and  filver  tiffue. 

We  were  a  good  deal  amufed  this  morn¬ 
ing  to  fee  them  returning  home  in  coaches 
to  their  refpedive  nunneries.— At  firft  we 
took  them  for  ladies  in  their  gala  drefs, 
going  out  to  vifit  the  churches,  which  we 
were  told  was  the  cuftom,  and  began  to 
pull  off  our  hats  as  they  went  paft, — 
Indeed,  we  were  led  into  this  blunder  by 
fome  of  our  friends,  who  carried  us  out  on 
purpofe ;  and  as  they  faw  the  coaches 
approach,  told  us,  This  is  the  Princefs 
of  Rich  a  thing : — there  is  the  Dutchefs  of 
fuch  another  thing  ; — and,  in  fhort,  we  had 
made  half  a  dozen  of  our  beff  bows,  (to 
the  no  final!  entertainment  of  thefe  wags) 

before 
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before  we  difcovered  the  trick.— They  now 
infift  upon  it,  that  we  are  good  Catholics, 
for  all  this  morning  we  had  been  bowing 
to  faints  and  angels. 

A  great  filver  box,  containing  the  bones 
of  St.  Rofolia,  clofed  the  proceffion.  It 
was  carried  by  thirty-fix  of  the  moft  re- 
fpedable  burgeffes  of  the  city,  who  look 
upon  this  as  the  greateft  honour.  The 
archbilhop  walked  behind  it,  giving  his 
benediction  to  the  people  as  he  palfed. 


No  fooner  had  the  proceffion  fimffied 
the  tour  of  the  great  fquare,  before  the 
prtctor’s  palace,  than  the  fountain  in  the 
center,  one  of  the  largeft  and  fined:  in 
Europe,  was  converted  into  a  fountain  of 
fire ;  throwing  it  up  on  all  tides,  and 
making  a  beautiful  appearance.  It  only 
lafied  for  a  few  minutes,  and  was  extin- 
guiffied  by  a  vaft  exploiion,  which  con¬ 
cluded  the  whole.  As  this  was  altogether 

unex- 
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unexpe&ed,  it  produced  a  fine  effedl,  and 
furpi  ifed  the  fpedlators  more  than  any  of 
the  great  fireworks  had  done. 

There  was  a  mutual  and  friendly  con¬ 
gratulation  ran  through  the  whole  af- 
fembly,  which  foon  after  parted ;  and 
this  morning  every  thing  has  once  more 
reafFumed  its  natural  form  and  order; — 
and  I  allure  you,  we  were  not  more  happy 
at  the  opening  of  the  feftival,  than  we  are 
now  at  its  conclufion.  Every  body  was 
fatigued  and  exhaufted  by  the  perpetual 
feafting,  watching,  and  dillipation  of  thefe 
five  days.  However,  upon  the  whole,  we 
have  been  much  delighted  with  it,  and 
may  with  truth  pronounce,  that  the  enter¬ 
tainments  of  the  feaft  of  St.  Rofolia  are 
much  beyond  thofe  of  the  holy  week  at 
Rome ;  of  the  Afcenfion,  at  Venice ;  or, 
indeed,  any  other  fefiival  we  have  ever 
been  witnefs  of. 


I  believe 
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I  believe  I  did  not  tell  you,  that  about 
ten  or  twelve  days  ago,  as  the  time  we 
had  appointed  for  our  return  to  Naples 
was  elapfed,  we  had  hired  a  fmall  velfel, 
and  provided  every  thing  for  our  depar¬ 
ture  :  we  had  even  taken  leave  of  the 
viceroy,  and  received  our  paffports.  Our 
baggage  and  fea-ftore  was  already  on  board, 
when  we  were  fet  upon  by  our  friends, 
and  folicited  with  fo  much  earneftnefs  and 
cordiality,  to  give  them  another  fortnight, 
that  we  found  it  impolfible  to  refufe  it ; 
and  in  confequence  difcharged  our  veffel, 
and  fent  for  our  trunks.- — I  fhould  not 
have  mentioned  this,  were  it  not  to  fhew 
you  how  much  more  attention  is  paid 
to  ftrangers  here  than  in  moft  places  on 
the  continent. 

We  reckon  ourfelves  much  indebted  to 
them  for  having  obliged  us  to  prolong  our 
flay  ;  as,  independent  of  the  amuiements 
of  the  feftival,  we  have  met  with  fo  much 

holpi- 
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hofpitality  and  urbanity,  that  it  is  now 
with  the  mofl  fincere  regret  we  find  our- 
felves  obliged  to  leave  them.  Indeed,  had 
we  brought  our  clothes  and  books  from 
Naples,  it  is  hard  to  fay  how  long  we 
might  have  flayed. 

We  have  fent  to  engage  a  veflel,  but 
probably  fhall  not  fail  for  five  or  fix  days. 
Adieu. 
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LETTER  XXXI. 

\ 

Palermo,  July  19th, 

1 \7  E  have  now  had  time  to  inquire  a 
little  into  fome  of  the  antiquities  of 
this  ifland,  and  have  found  feveral  people, 
particularly  the  prince  of  Torremuzzo, 
who  have  made  this  the  great  objed  of 
their  ftudy.  However,  I  find  we  muft 
wade  through  oceans  of  fidion,  before 
we  can  arrive  at  any  thing  certain  or  fatif- 
fadory. 

Moft  of  the  Sicilian  authors  agree  in 
deriving  their  origin  from  Ham,  or  as  they 
called  him,  Cham,  the  fon  of  Noah,  who, 
they  pretend,  is  the  fame  with  Saturn. 
They  tell  you  that  he  built  a  great  city, 
which  from  him  was  named  Camefena. 
There  have  been  violent  difputcs  about  the 
Vol.  II.  R  fituation 
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fituation  of  this  city : — Berofo  fuppofes  it 
to  have  flood,  where  Camarina  was  after¬ 
wards  founded,  and  that  this  was  only 
a  corruption  of  its  primitive  name.  But 
Guarneri,  Carrera,  and  others,  combat  this 
opinion,  and  affirm,  that  Camefena  flood 
near  the  foot  of  iEtna,  between  Aci  and  Cat- 
tania,  almoft  oppofite  to  thefe  three  rocks 
that  ftill  bear  the  name  of  the  Cyclops. — In¬ 
deed  Carrera  mentions  an  infcription  that  he 
had  feen  in  a  ruin  near  Aci  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  fepulchre  of  Acis,  which  he  thinks 
puts  this  matter  out  of  doubt.  Thefe  are 
his  words :  Rise  efl  inferiptio  vetuftae 

cujufdam  tabellae  repertse  in  pyramide  fe- 
pulchri  Acis,  ex  fragmentis  vetuftiflimae 
Chamefenae,  urbis  hodie  Acis,  conditse  a 
Cham,  gigantum  principe,  etiam  nuncupate 
Saturno  Chamefeno,  in  promontorio  Xi- 
phonio,  ubi  adhuc  hodie  vifuntur  folo 
sequata  antiqua  veftigia,  et  ruinae  diftae 
urbis  et  arcis  in  infula  prope  Scopulos 

Cyclopum, 
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Cyclopum,  et  retinet  adhuc  fincopatum 
iiomen  La  Gazzena.” 

This  fame  Cham  they  tell  you  was  a 
very  great  fcoundrel,  and  that  efenus * 
Which  fignified  infamous,  was  added  to  his 
name,  only  to  denote  his  character.  Faz- 
zello  fays,  he  married  his  own  fifter,  who 
was  called  Rhea ;  that  Ceres  was  the  fruit 
of  this  marriage;  that  fhe  did  not  inherit 
the  vices  of  her  father,  but  reigned  over 
Sicily  with  great  wifdom  and  moderation. 
That  fhe  taught  her  fubje&s  the  method  of 
making  bread  and  wine,  the  materials  for 
which  their  ifland  produced  fpontaneoufly 
in  great  abundance.  That  her  daughter 
Proferpine  was  of  equal  beauty  and  virtue 
with  herfelf.  That  Orius  king  of  Epirus 
had  demanded  her  in  marriage,  and  on  a 
refufal,  carried  her  off  by  force ;  which 
gave  occafion  to  the  wild  imagination  of 
Greece  to  invent  the  fable  of  the  rape  of 
Proferpine  by  Pluto  king  of  Hell,  this 
R  2  Orius 
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Orius  being  of  a  morofe  and  gloomy  dif- 
pofition. 

Ceres  has  ever  been  the  favourite  deity 
of  the  Sicilians.  She  chofe  her  feat  of  em¬ 
pire  in  the  center  of  the  ifland,  on  the 
top  of  a  high  hill  called  Enna,  where  fhe 
founded  the  city  of  that  name.  It  is  ftill 
a  confiderable  place,  and  is  now  called 
Caftragiovanni ;  but  little  or  nothing  re¬ 
main  of  the  ruins  of  Enna. 

Cicero  gives  a  particular  account  of  this 
place.  He  fays  from  its  fituation  in  the 
center  of  the  ifland,  it  was  called  U mbilicus 
Siciliie ,  and  defcribes  it  as  one  of  the  moft 
beautiful  and  fertile  fpots  in  the  world.  The 
temple  of  Ceres  at  Enna  was  renowned  all 
over  the  heathen  world,  and  pilgrimages 
were  made  to  it,  as  they  are  at  prefent  to 
Loretto.  Fazzello  fays,  it  was  held  in  fuch 
veneration,  that  when  the  city  was  fur- 
prifed  and  pillaged  by  the  flaves  and  bar¬ 
barians, 
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barians,  they  did  not  prefume  to  touch  this 
facred  temple,  although  it  contained  more 
riches  than  all  the  city  befides. 

There  have  been  violent  difputes  amongft 
the  Sicilian  authors,  whether  Proferpine  was 
carried  off  near  the  city  of  Enna,  or  that 
of  iEtna,  which  flood  at  the  foot  of  that 
mountain,  but  it  is  of  mighty  little  con- 
fequenee,  and  more  refpedt,  I  think,  is  to 
be  paid  to  the  fentiments  of  Cicero,  who 
gives  it  in  favour  of  Enna,  than  the  whole 
of  them.  Diodorus  too  is  of  the  fame 
opinion,  and  his  defcription  of  this  place  is 
almoft  in  the  very  words  as  that  of  Cicero. 
They  both  paint  it  as  a  perfect  paradife; 
abounding  in  beautiful  groves,  clear  fprings 
and  rivulets,  and  like  iEtna,  covered  with  a 
variety  of  flowers  at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 
To  thefe  authorities,  if  you  pleafe  you  may 
add  that  of  Milton,  who  compares  it  to  pa¬ 
radife  itfelf, 

R  3 
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• - Nor  that  fair  field 

Of  Enna,  where  Proferpine  gathering  flowers^ 
Herfelf  a  fairer  flower,  by  gloomy  Dis 
Was  gathered. 

If  you  want  to  have  a  fuller  account  of 
this  place  you  will  find  it  in  Cicero’s  plead¬ 
ings  againft  Verres,  and  in  the  fifth  book 
of  Diodorus — I  have  converfed  with  fe~ 
veral  gentlemen  who  have  been  there :  they 
allure  me  that  it  flill  anfwers  in  a  great 
meafure  to  the  defcription  of  thefe  authors. 
—Medals,  I  am  told,  are  ftill  found,  with 
an  elegant  figure  of  Ceres,  and  an  ear  of 
wheat  for  the  reverfe;  but  I  have  not  been 
able  to  procure  any  of  them. 

There  was  another  temple  in  Sicily  not 
lefs  celebrated  than  this  one  of  Ceres. — It 
was  dedicated  to  Venus  Erecina,  and,  like 
the  other  too,  was  built  on  the  fummit 
of  a  high  mountain.  The  ancient  name 
of  this  mountain  was  Eryx,  or  as  the  Si-= 

cilia  ns 
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cilians  call  it  Erice,  but  it  is  now  called  St. 
Juliano.  Both  mountain  and  temple  are 
often  mentioned  by  the  Greek  and  Latin 
hiftorians,  and  happily  the  Sicilian  ones 
have  no  difpute  about  its  fituation  or  origin, 
which  they  make  to  be  almofl  as  ancient  as 
that  of  Ceres, — -Diodorus  fays,  that  Dedalus, 
after  his  flight  from  Crete,  was  hofpitably 
received  here,  and  by  his  wonderful  fkill 
in  architecture  added  greatly  to  the  beauty 
of  this  temple.  He  enriched  it  with  many 
fine  pieces  of  fculpture,  but  particularly 
with  the  figure  of  a  ram  of  fuch  exquifite 
workmanfhip  that  it  appeared  to  be  alive. 
This,  I  think,  is  likewife  mentioned  by 
Cicero. 

iEneas  too  in  his  voyage  from  Troy  to 
Italy,  landed  in  this  part  of  the  ifland,  and 
according  to  Diodorus  and  Thucydides* 
made  rich  prefents  to  this  temple;  but 
Virgil  is  not  fatisfied  with  this ;  he  mull 
yaife  the  piety  of  his  hero  fiili  higher,  and, 

R  4  in 
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in  oppofition  to  all  the  hiftorians,  makes 
iEneas  the  founder  of  the  temple'*.  Its 
fame  and  glory  continued  to  increafe  for 
many  ages ;  and  it  was  ftill  held  in 
greater  veneration  by  the  Romans,  than  it 
had  been  by  the  Greeks.  Fazzello  fays, 
and  quotes  the  authority  of  Strabo,  that 
feventeen  cities  of  Sicily  were  laid  under 
tribute,  to  raife  a  fufficient  revenue  to  fup- 
port  the  dignity,  and  enormous  expences 
of  this  temple.  Two  hundred  foldiers 
were  appointed  for  its  guard,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  its  priefts,  priefteffes,  and  minifters 
male  and  female,  were  incredible, 

At  certain  feafons  of  the  year,  great 
numbers  of  pigeons,  which  were  fuppofed 
to  be  the  attendants  of  Venus,  ufed  to  pafs 
betwixt  Africa  and  Italy ;  and  refting  for 


*  Turn  vicina  aftris  Erycino  in  vertice  fede. 

Fundatur  Veneri  Idalise,  tuinuloque  facerdos 
Et  lucus  late  facer  additur  Anchifaa?o, 

forae 
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fome  days  on  mount  Eryx,  and  round 
this  temple,  it  was  then  imagined  by  the 
people  that  the  goddefs  herfelf  was  there 
in  perfon  j  and  on  thefe  occafions,  he  fays, 
they  worfhipped  her  with  all  their  might. 
— Feftivals  were  inftituted  in  honour  of 
the  deity,  and  the  moft  modeft  woman 
was  only  looked  upon  as  a  prude,  that  re- 
fufed  to  comply  with  the  rites.  However, 
there  were  not  many  complaints  of  tnis 
kind  ;  and  it  has  been  alleged,  that  the 
ladies  of  Eryx  were  fometimes  feen  looking 
out  for  the  pigeons  long  before  they  arrived ; 
and  that  they  ufed  to  fcatter  peas  about  the 
temple  to  make  them  flay  as  long  as  pof- 
fible. 

Venus  was  fucceeded  in  her  pofleffions 
of  Eryx  by  St.  Juliano,  who  now  gives  his 
name  both  to  the  city  and  mountain  ;  and 
indeed  he  has  a  very  good  title,  for  when 
the  place  was  clofely  befieged,  the  Sicilians 
tell  you,  he  appeared  on  the  walls  armed 

cap- 
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cap-a-pie,  and  frightened  the  enemy  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  inftantly  took  to 
their  heels,  and  left  him  ever  lince  in  quiet 
poffeffion  of  it. — It  would  have  been  long 
before  Venus  and  her  pigeons  could  have 
done  as  much  for  them. 

Many  medals  are  found  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood,  but  there  is  not  the  leaft  veftige 
of  this  celebrated  temple. — Some  marbles 
with  infcriptions  and  engravings  that  have 
been  found  deep  below  ground  are  almoft 
the  only  remaining  monuments  of  its  ex- 
iftence.  Suetonius  fays,  that  it  had  even 
fallen  to  ruins  before  the  time  of  Tiberius; 
but  as  Venus  was  the  favourite  divinity  of 
that  emperor,  he  had  ordered  it  to  be 
magnificently  repaired :  however,  it  is 
fomewhat  difficult  to  reconcile  this  with 
Strabo’s  account ;  who  tells  us,  that  even 
before  his  time  it  had  been  totally  aban¬ 
doned  ;  and  indeed  this  feems  mod  pro¬ 
bable,  as  every  veftige  of  it  has  now  difap- 

peared. 
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peared,  which  is  not  commonly  the  cafe 
with  the  great  works  of  the  age  of  Ti¬ 
berius. 

iEneas  landed  at  the  port  of  Drepanum, 
at  the  foot  of  this  mountain.  Here  he  loft 
his  father  Anchifes  ;  in  honour  of  whom, 
on  his  return  from  Carthage  about  a  year 
after,  he  celebrated  the  games  that  make 
fo  great  a  figure  in  the  fEneid,  which  Virgil 
introduces  with  a  good  deal  of  addrels  as 
a  compliment  to  the  piety  of  Auguftus> 
who  had  inftituted  games  of  the  fame  kind 
in  honour  of  Julius  Caffar,  his  father  by 
adoption. 

It  is  Angular,  that  Virgil’s  account  of 
this  part  of  Sicily  fhould  be  fo  very  differ¬ 
ent  from  that  of  Homer,  when  there  was 
fo  fhort  a  fpace,  only  a  few  months,  be¬ 
tween  the  times  that  their  two  heroes  vi„ 
fited  it. — 'Indeed,  Virgil  feems  to  have  fol¬ 
lowed 
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lowed  the  hiftorians,  in  his  conduct  of  this 
part  of  his  poem,  more  than  the  fentiments 
of  Homer ;  who  makes  this  very  country 
where  iEneas  was  fo  hofpitably  received,  the 
habitation  of  Polyphemus  and  the  Cyclops, 
where  Ulyfles  loft  fo  many  of  his  compa¬ 
nions,  and  himfelf  made  fo  very  narrow 
an  efcape.  The  ifland  of  Licofia  where  he 
moored  his  fleet,  lay  very  near  the  port  of 
Drepanum,  and  Homer  defcribes  the  ad¬ 
venture  of  Polyphemus  to  have  happened 
on  the  fhore  of  Sicily,  oppolite  to  that 
ifland.  Virgil  has  taken  the  liberty  to 
change  the  fcene  of  adtion,  as  he  was  bet¬ 
ter  acquainted  both  with  the  geography  and 
hiftory  of  the  country  than  Homer;  and 
perhaps  with  a  good  deal  of  propriety  places 
it  at  the  foot  of  mount  iEtna.  I  am  afraid 
there  is  not  fo  much  propriety  in  his 
changing  the  adtion  itfelf,  and  contradict¬ 
ing  the  account  that  Homer  gives  of  it.  For 
Ulyfles  fays  that  Polyphemus  devoured  four 

of 
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of  his  companions ;  but  that  he,  by  his 
addrefs,  faved  all  the  reft,  and  was  himfelf 
the  laft  that  efcaped  out  of  the  cave. 
Now  Virgil  makes  Ulyffes  to  have  told  a 
lie,  for  he  affirms  that  he  left  Achemenides 
behind  him  ;  and  Achemenides  too  gives 
a  different  account  of  this  affair  from 
Ulyffes:  he  affures  ihneas,  that  Polyphe¬ 
mus  devoured  only  two  of  his  companions ; 
after  which  they  put  out  his  eye,  (acuto 
telo )  with  a  ffiarp  weapon  ;  which  rather 
gives  the  idea  of  a  fpear  or  javelin,  than  that 
of  a  great  beam  of  wood  made  red  hot  in 
the  fire,  as  Homer  defcribes  it.  But  there 
are  many  fuch  paffages. — Don’t  you  think 
they  feem  either  to  indicate  a  negligence  in 
Virgil ;  or  a  want  of  deference  for  his  maf- 
ter  ?  neither  of  which,  I  believe,  he  has  ever 
been  accufed  of. 

The  Sicilian  authors  are  by  no  means 
pleafed  with  Virgil  for  making  ffineas  the 

founder 
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founder  of  this  temple  of  Venus  Erecin& 
They  will  only  allow  that  the  colony  which 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  there,  after  the 
burning  of  his  Ihips,  did,  in  honour  of  his 
mother  Venus,  build  the  city  of  Eryx 
around  her  temple:  but  they  all  infift  upon 
it,  that  the  temple  was  built  by  Eryx,  or  as 
they  call  him  Erice,  another  foil  of  Venus, 
but  much  older  than  iEneas ;  the  fame  that 
was  found  to  be  fo  equal  a  match  for  Her¬ 
cules,  but  was  at  laft  killed  by  him,  at  a 
boxing  match  near  the  foot  of  this  moun¬ 
tain.  The  fpot  where  this  is  fuppofed 
to  have  happened,  hill  retains  the  name 
of  (il  c  atrip  o  di  Her  cole)  the  field  of 
Hercules.  Through  the  whole  fifth  book 
of  the  iEneid,  this  Eryx  is  flyled  the  bro¬ 
ther  of  iEneas ;  and,  in  his  account  of 
the  games,  Virgil  introduces  thofe  very 
gauntlets  with  which  he  fought  with  Her¬ 
cules,  ( in  hoc  ipjo  littore)  in  this  very 
field,  i  he  fight  of  which,  from  their 
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enormous  fize,  aftonifhes  the  whole  hoft, 
and  frightens  the  champion  Dares  fo  much 
that  he  refufes  to  fight. 

Adieu.  The  opera  begins  in  two  days ; 
after  which,  I  think,  we  fhall  foon  take 
leave  of  Sicily. 


Ever  yours. 
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LETTER  XXXII. 


Palermo,  July  21ft. 


ESTERDAY  we  walked  up  to  the 


Monte  Pelegrino  to  pay  our  refpeds 
to  St.  Rofolia,  and  thank  her  for  the  va¬ 
riety  of  entertainment  fhe  has  afforded  us. 
It  is  one  of  the  mod  fatiguing  expeditions 
I  ever  made  in  my  life.  The  mountain  is 
extremely  high,  and  fo  uncommonly  fleep, 
that  the  road  up  to  it  is  very  properly 
termed  la  Scala ,  or  the  Stair :  before  the 
difcovery  of  St.  Rofolia,  it  was  looked 
upon  as  almoft  inacceffible,  but  they  have 
now  at  a  vaft  expence  cut  out  a  road,  over 
precipices  that  were  almoft  perpendicular. 
We  found  the  faint  lying  in  her  grotto,  in 
the  very  fame  attitude  in  which  fhe  is  faid 
to  have  been  difcovered  ;  her  head  reclin¬ 
ing  gently  upon  her  hand,  and  a  crucifix  be¬ 
fore  her.  This  is  a  ftatue  of  the  fineft  white 
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marble,  and  of  moft  exquifite  workman- 
fhip.  It  is  placed  in  the  inner  part  of  the 
cavern,  on  the  very  fame  fpot  where  St  Ro- 
folia  expired.  It  is  the  figure  of  a  lovely  young 
girl  of  about  fifteen,  in  an  ad:  of  devotion. 
The  artift  has  found  means  to  throw  fome- 
thing  that  is  extremely  touching,  into  the 
‘countenance  and  air  of  this  beautiful  ftatue. 

I  never  in  my  life  faw  one  that  affetded  me 
fo  much,  and  am  not  furprifed  that  it 
Ihould  have  captivated  the  hearts  of  the 
people.  It  is  covered  with  a  robe  of  beaten 
gold,  and  is  adorned  with  fome  valuable 
jewels.  The  cave  is  of  a  confiderable  ex¬ 
tent,  and  extremely  damp,  fo  that  the  poor 
little  faint  mull  have  had  very  cold  un¬ 
comfortable  quarters.  They  have  built  a 
church  around  it ;  and  appointed  priefts  to 
watch  over  thefe  precious  relics,  and  receive 
the  offerings  of  pilgrims  that  vifit  them. 

An  infcription  graved  by  the  hand  of 
St.  Rofolia  herfelf,  was  found  in  a  cave  in 
mount  Quefquina,  at  a  confiderable  difiance 

Vol.  II.  S  from 
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from  this  mountain.  It  is  faid  that  fire  was 
difturbed  in  her  retreat  there,  and  had 
wandered  from  thence  to  mount  Pelegrino, 
as  a  more  retired  and  inacceflible  place. 
I  fhall  copy  it  exa&ly,  as  it  is  preferved  in 
the  poor  little  faint’s  own  Latin. 

EGO  ROSOLIA 
SINIBALDI  QJJISQUI- 
NE  ET  ROSA  RUM 
DOMINI  FI  I,  I  A  AMORE 
DEI  MEI  JESU 
C  H  R  I  S  T  I 
IN  HOC 

ANTRO  HABITA- 
R  I  DECREVI. 

After  St.  Rofolia  was  feared  from  the 
cave  where  this  infeription  was  found,  die 
was  never  more  heard  of,  till  her  bones 
were  found  about  five  hundred  years,  after, 
in  this  fpot. 

The  profpe£t  from  the  top  of  mount  Pe¬ 
legrino  is  beautiful  and  extenfive.  Moft 
of  the  Lipari  iflands  are  difeovered  in  a  very 
clear  day,  and  likewife  a  large  portion  of 
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mount  iEtna,  although  at  the  diftance  of 
almoft  the  whole  length  of  Sicily.  The  Ba- 
garia  too,  and  the  Colle,  covered  over  with 
a  number  of  fine  country-houfes  and  gar¬ 
dens,  make  a  beautiful  appearance.  The 
city  of  Palermo  ftands  within  lefs  than  two 
miles  of  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  and  is 
feen  to  great  advantage.  Many  people  went 
to  this  mountain  during  the  time  of  the 
great  illumination,  from  whence  they  pre¬ 
tend  it  has  a  fine  effed :  but  this  unfor¬ 
tunately  we  negleded. 

Near  the  middle  of  the  mountain,  and 
not  far  from  its  fummit,  there  ftill  appears 
fome  remains  of  a  celebrated  caftle,  the 
origin  of  which  the  Sicilian  authors  carry 
back  to  the  moil  remote  antiquity.  Mafia 
fays,  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  built  in 
the  reign  of  Saturn  immediately  after  the 
flood  ;  for  in  the  time  of  the  earlieft  Car¬ 
thaginian  wars,  it  was  already  much  re- 
fpeded  on  account  of  its  venerable  anti- 
S  2  quity. 
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quity. — It  was  then  a  place  of  ftrength,  and 
is  often  mentioned  by  the  Greek  hiftorians. 
Diodorus  fays,  in  his  twenty-third  book, 
that  Hamilcar  kept  pofleffion  of  it  for  three 
years,  againft  all  the  power  of  the  Romans, 
who  with  an  army  of  forty  thoufand  men 
attempted  in  vain  to  diflodge  him. 

The  fituation  of  Palermo  is  feen,  I  think, 
to  more  advantage  from  the  monte  Pelegri- 
no  than  from  any  where  elfe.  This  beauti¬ 
ful  city  hands  near  the  extremity  of  a  kind 
of  natural  amphitheatre,  formed  by  high 
and  rocky  mountains ;  but  the  country  that 
lies  betwixt  the  city  and  thefe  mountains, 
is  one  of  the  richeft  and  moft  beautiful 
fpots  in  the  world.  The  whole  appears  a 
magnificent  garden,  filled  with  fruit-trees 
of  every  fpecies,  and  watered  by  clear  foun¬ 
tains  and  rivulets,  that  form  a  variety  of 
windings  through  this  delightful  plain.— 
From  the  Angularity  of  this  fituation,  as 
well  as  from  the  richnefs  of  the  foil,  Pa¬ 
lermo 
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lermo  has  had  many  flattering  epithets  be¬ 
llowed  upon  it;  particularly  by  the  poets, 
who  have  denominated  it  Conca  d'oro ,  The 
Golden  Shell,  which  is  at  once  expreflive 
both  of  its  fltuation  and  richnefs.  It  has 
likewife  been  ftyled  Aurea  Valle ■>  Hortus  Si¬ 
cilia ,  &c.  and  to  include  all  thefe  toge¬ 
ther,  the  lafting  term  of  Felix  has  been 
added  to  its  name,  by  which  you  will  find 
it  diftinguifhed  even  in  the  maps. 

Many  of  the  etymologifts  allege,  that  it 
is  from  the  richnefs  of  this  valley  that  it  had 
its  original  name  of  Panormus ,  which,  in 
the  old  Greek  language,  they  pretend,  fig- 
nified  All  a  garden  :  but  others  fay  there  is 
no  occafion  for  draining  fignifications,  and 
aflert,  with  more  appearance  of  plaufibility, 
that  it  was  called  Pan-ormus,  from  the  fize 
and  conveniency  of  its  harbours;  one  of 
which  is  recorded  anciently  to  have  extended 
into  the  very  center  of  the  city.  And  this 
is  the  account  Diodorus  gives  of  it;  it  was 
S  3  called 
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called  Panormus,  fays  he,  becaufe  its  har¬ 
bour  even  penetrated  to  the  very  innermoft 
parts  of  the  city.  Panormus  in  the  Greek 
language  fignifying  All  a  port.  And  Proco¬ 
pius,  in  his  hiftory  of  the  wars  of  the 
Goths,  allures  us,  that  in  the  time  of  Be- 
lifarius,  the  port  was  deep  enough  for  that 
general  to  run  his  fhips  up  to  the  very  wralls 
of  the  city,  and  give  the  alfault  from  them. 
It  is  not  now  fo  well  entitled  to  this  name 
as  it  was  formerly.  Thefe  harbours  have 
been  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  and  filled  up; 
molt  probably  I  think  by  the  violent  tor¬ 
rents  from  the  mountains  that  furround  it ; 
which  are  recorded  fometimes  to  have  laid 
wafte  great  part  of  the  city.  Fazzello 
fpeaks  of  an  inundation  of  which  he  was 
an  eye-witnefs,  that  came  down  from  the 
mountains  with  fuch  fury,  that  they  thought 
the  city  would  have  been  entirely  fwept 
away.  Pie  fays,  it  burft  down  the  wall 
near  to  the  royal  palace,  and  bore  away 
every  thing  that  oppofed  its  palfage; 
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churches,  convents,  houfes,  to  the  number 
of  two  thoufand,  and  drowned  upwards  of 
three  thoufand  people. — Now  the  fragments 
and  ruins  carried  to  the  fea  by  fuch  a  tor¬ 
rent  alone,  would  be  fufficient  to  fill  up  a 
little  harbour,  fo  that  we  are  not  to  be  fur- 
prifed,  that  thefe  capacious  ports,  for  which 
it  had  been  fo  much  celebrated,  no  longer 
exift. 

Next  to  Chamefeno,  Palermo  is  gene¬ 
rally  fuppofed  to  be  the  moft  ancient  city 
in  the  ifiand.  Indeed,  there  ftill  remain 
fome  monuments  that  carry  back  its  origin 
to  the  times  of  the  moft  remote  antiquity. 
A  bifhop  of  Lucera  has  wrote  on  this  fub- 
jed.  He  is  clearly  of  opinion,  that  Pa^ 
lermo  was  founded  in  the  days  of  the  firft 
patriarchs.  You  will  laugh  at  this;  fo 
did  I;— but  the  bifhop  does  not  go  to 
work  upon  conjedure  only :  he  fupports 
his  opinion  with  fuch  proofs,  as  I  own  to 
you,  ftaggered  me  a  good  deal.  A  Chal- 

S  4  dean 
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dean  infcription  was  difcovered  about  fix 
hundred  years  ago,  on  a  block  of  white 
marble  ;  it  was  in  the  reign  of  William  II. 
who  ordered  it  to  be  tranflated  into  Latin 
and  Italian.  1  he  bifhop  fays,  there  are 
many  fragments  in  Palermo  with  broken 
infcriptions  in  this  language;  and  feems  to 
think  it  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the  city  was 
founded  by  the  Chaldeans,  in  the  very  early 
ages  of  the  world.  This  is  the  literal  trans¬ 
lation  : - “  During  the  time  that  Ifaac, 

the  Ion  of  Abraham,  reigned  in  the  valley 
“  of  Damafcus,  and  Efau,  the  fonof  Ifaac, 
c '  Idumea,  a  great  multitude  of  Hebrews, 
“  accompanied  by  many  of  the  people  of 
Damafcus,  and  many  Phoenicians,  coming 
“  into  this  triangular  illand,  took  up  their 
“  habitation  in  this  moil:  beautiful  place, 
<”  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Panor- 
“  mus.” 

The  bifhop  tranflates  another  Chaldean 
infcription,  which  is  indeed  a  great  curio- 

fity. 
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fity.  It  is  {till  preferved,  though  not  with 
that  care  that  fo  valuable  a  monument  of 
antiquity  deferves,  It  is  placed  over  one 
of  the  old  gates  of  the  city,  and  when  that 
gate  falls  to  ruin,  it  will  probably  be  for 
ever  loft.  The  tranflation  is  in  Latin,  but 

I  {hall  give  it  you  in  Englilh  : - — “  There 

<c  is  no  other  God  but  one  God.  There 
<e  is  no  other  power  but  this  fame  God.  There 
is  no  other  conqueror  but  this  God  whom 
“  we  adore.  The  commander  of  this  tower 
u  is  Saphu,  the  fon  of  Eliphar,  fon  of  Efau, 
“  brother  of  Jacob,  fon  of  Ifaac,  fon  of 
“  Abraham.  The  name  of  the  tower  is 
“  Baych,  and  the  name  of  the  neighbour- 
“  ing  tower  is  Phatat.” 

Thefe  two  infcriptions  feem  to  reflect  a 
mutual  light  upon  each  other.  Fazzello  has 
preferved  them  both,  and  remarks  upon 
this  laft,  that  it  appears  evidently  from  it, 
that  the  tower  of  Baych  was  built  antece¬ 
dent  to  the  time  of  Saphu,  (or,  as  we  trans¬ 
late. 
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late  it,  Zephu)  who  is  only  mentioned  as 
commander  of  the  tower,  but  not  as  its 

founder. 

Part  of  the  ruins  of  this  tower  Hill  re¬ 
main,  and  many  more  Chaldean  infcrip- 
tions  have  been  found  among!!  them,  but 
fo  broken  and  mangled,  that  little  could 
be  made  of  them.  Fazzello  is  in  great  in¬ 
dignation  at  feme  mafens  he  found  demo- 
lifhing  thefe  precious  relics,  and  complains 
bitterly  of  it  to  the  fenate,  whom  he  with 
juftice  upbraids  for  their  negligence  and 
indifference. 

Converfmg  on  this  fubjed  t’other  night 
with  a  gentleman  who  is  well  verfed  in 
the  antiquities  of  this  place,  I  took  the 
liberty  of  objeding  to  the  Greek  etymo¬ 
logy,  Pan-ormus,  it  appearing  extremely 
abfurd  to  give  a  Greek  name  to  the  city 
long  before  the  exigence  of  the  Greek  na¬ 
tion  :  I  added,  that  I  was  a  good  deal 

furprifed 
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furprifed  Fazzello  had  not  attempted  to 
account  for  this  feeming  abfurdity.  He 
allowed  the  apparent  validity  of  the  ob¬ 
jection,  and  blamed  Fazzello  for  his  negli¬ 
gence  ;  but  allured  me,  that  Pan-ormus,  or 
fomething  very  nearly  of  the  fame  found, 
fignified  in  the  Chaldean  language,  and 
likewife  in  the  Hebrew,  a  paradife,  or  de¬ 
licious  garden  ;  and  that  the  Greeks  pro¬ 
bably  finding  it  fo  applicable,  never  thought 
of  changing  its  name.  This  I  was  in  no 
capacity  to  contradict.— He  added  too,  that 
Panormus  was  likewife  an  Arabic  word, 
and  fignified  This  'water  ;  which  probably 
was  the  reafon  that  the  Saracens  did  not 
change  its  name,  as  they  have  done  that  of 
almoft  every  thing  elfe ;  as  this  is  as  appli¬ 
cable  and  as  exprefiive  of  the  fituation  of 
Palermo,  as  any  of  the  other  etymologies; 
it  being  furrounded  on  all  tides  with  beau¬ 
tiful  fountains  of  the  purefi  water,  the  na¬ 
tural  confequer.ce  of  the  vicinity  of  the 


mountains. 
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Pray  {hew  this  letter  to  our  friend  Mr. 
Crofts,  and  defire  his  fentiments  on  thefe 
etymologies  and  antiquities.  Tell  him  I  have 
not  forgot  his  commiflion,  and  {hall  procure 
him  all  the  oldeft  and  moft  unintelligible 
books  in  Palermo;  but  I  muft  beg,  for  the 
repofe  and  tranquillity  of  mankind,  that  he 
will  not  republifti  them.  On  thefe  condi¬ 
tions,  I  fend  him  a  moft  valuable  fragment ; 
it  is  part  of  a  Chaldean  infcription  that  has 
been  exa&ly  copied  from  a  block  of  white 
marble  found  in  the  ruins  of  the  tower 
Baych.—I  own  I  fhould  like  much  to  fee 
it  tranflated  :  the  people  here  have  as  yet 
made  nothing  of  it :  and  we  were  in  no  ca¬ 
pacity  to  aflift  them. 
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On  confulting  the  Bible,  I  find,  that  in 
our  tranflation  this  fon  of  Efau  is  called 
Eliphaz,  and  Eliphaz’s  fon,  who  was  cap¬ 
tain  of  this  tower,  Zepho.  The  variation 
of  the  names  you  fee  is  but  trifling.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  the  other  tower,  Pha- 
rat,  by  a  fmall  variation  of  the  fame  land, 

lias 
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has  been  named  from  their  coufin,  Pharez, 
the  fon  of  Judah,  who  got  the  ftart  of  his 
brother  Zarah.  You  will  find  the  ftory  at 
the  end  of  the  thirty-eighth  chapter  of 
Genefis.  The  thirty-feventh  chapter  will 
give  you  fome  account  of  Eliphar  and 
Saphu:  but  I  can  find  no  etymology  for 
the  name  of  the  tower  Baych.  I  dare  fay 
Mr.  Crofts  can  tell  you  what  it  means. — 
Pharez  fignifies  a  breach  ;  a  very  inau- 
fpicious  name  one  would  think  for  a  tower. 
Adieu.  The  weather  has  become  exceed¬ 
ing  hot.  The  thermometer  is  at  80. 

Ever  yours. 
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LETTER  XXXIII. 

Palermo,  July  24th. 

IN  the  courfe  of  our  acquaintance  with 
fome  gentlemen  of  fenfe  and  obfervation 
in  this  place,  we  have  learned  many  things 
concerning  the  ifland,  that  perhaps  may  be 
worthy  of  your  attention ;  and  as  this  day 
is  fo  hot  that  I  cannot  go  out,  I  lhall  en¬ 
deavour  to  recoiled!  fome  of  them,  both 
for  your  amufement  and  my  own.  The 
thermometer  is  up  at  8 — So  you  may 
judge  of  the  fituation  of  our  northern  con- 
ftitutions. 

There  is  one  thing,  however,  that  I 
have  always  obferved  in  thefe  fouthern 
climates ;  that  although  the  degree  of  heat 
is  much  greater  than  with  us,  yet  it  is 
not  commonly  attended  with  that  weight 

and 
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and  oppreffion  of  fpirits  that  generally  ac¬ 
company  our  fultry  days  in  fummer. — I  aril 
fure,  that  in  fuch  a  day  as  this,  in  Eng- 
land,  we  fhould  be  panting  for  breath; 
and  no  mortal  would  think  either  of  read¬ 
ing  or  writing. — That  is  not  the  cafe  here ; 

I  never  was  in  better  fpirits  in  my  life  i 
Indeed  I  believe  the  quantities  of  ice  we 
eat  may  contribute  a  good  deal  towards  it ; 
for  I  find,  that  in  a  very  violent  heat,  there 
is  no  fuch  cordial  to  the  fpirits  as  ice,  or  a 
draught  of  ice-water :  it  is  not  only  from 
the  cold  it  Communicates,  but,  like  the 
cold  bath,  from  the  fuddennefs  of  that  com¬ 
munication,  it  braces  the  ftomach,  and  gives 
a  new  tone  to  the  fibres.— It  is  ftrange  that 
this  piece  of  luxury  (in  my  opinion  the 
greateft  of  all,  and  perhaps  the  only 
healthy  one)  fhould  ftill  be  fo  much  ne¬ 
glected  with  us* 

I  knew  an  Englifh  lady  at  Nice,  who 
in  a  Ihort  time  was  cured  of  a  threatening 
Vol.  II.  T 


con- 
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confumption,  only  by  a  free  indulgence  in 
the  ufe  of  ices ;  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that 
in  fkilful  hands,  few  remedies  would  be 
more  effectual  in  many  of  our  ftomach  and 
inflammatory  complaints,  as  hardly  any 
thing  has  a  ftronger  or  more  immediate 
effedt  upon  the  whole  frame  ;  and  furely 
our  adminiftering  of  warm  drinks  and 
potions  in  thefe  complaints  tend  often  to 
nourifh  the  difeafe. — It  is  the  common 
practice  here,  in  inflammatory  fevers,  to 
give  quantities  of  ice- water  to  drink  ;  nay, 
fo  far  have  they  carried  it,  that  Dr. 
Sanghes,  a  celebrated  Sicilian  phyfician, 
covered  over  the  breaft  and  belly  of  his 
patients  with  fnow  or  ice ;  and  they  allure 
us,  in  many  cafes,  with  great  fuccefs. — 
But,  indeed,  I  ought  in  juftice  to  add, 
that  this  phyfician’s  practice  has  not  been 
generally  adopted. 

Perhaps  it  is  from  the  prefent  benefit  I 
find  from  ice,  that  I  have  faid  fo  much  in 

favour 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  275 

favour  of  it ;  for  I  am  fully  perfuaded, 
that  if  I  had  not  a  quantity  of  it  Handing 
here  below  the  table,  I  Ihould  very  foon  be 
obliged  to  give  up  writing,  and  go  to 
bed  ;  but  whenever  I  begin  to  flag,  an¬ 
other  glafs  is  fure  to  fet  me  to  rights 
again. 

I  was  going  to  give  you  fome  account  of 
the  fifheries  of  this  ifland. 

The  catching  the  tunny-fifh  conflitutes 
one  of  the  principal  Sicilian  amufements 
during  the  -fummer  months  ;  and  the  curing 
and  fending  them  to  foreign  markets  makes 
one  of  the  greateft  branches  of  their  com¬ 
merce. — We  were  invited  yefterday  by  the 
Prince  Sperlinga  to  a  party  of  tunny-fifh- 
ing ;  but  the  violence  of  the  heat  pre¬ 
vented  it. 

Thefe  fifli  do  not  make  their  appearance 
in  the  Sicilian  feas  till  towards  the  latter 
end  of  May  ;  at  which  time,  the  Tonnaros , 

T  2  as 
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as  they  call  them,  are  prepared  for  their 
reception.  This  is  a  kind  of  aquatic  cattle, 
formed,  at  a  great  expence,  of  ftrong  nets, 
fattened  to  the  bottom  of  the  fea  by  anchors 
and  heavy  leaden  weights. 

Thefe  tonnaros  are  ere&ed  in  the  paf- 
fages  amongft  the  rocks  and  iflands  that 
are  mott  frequented  by  the  tunny-filh. 
They  take  care  to  fhut  up  with  nets  the 
entry  into  thefe  paflages,  all  but  one  little 
opening,  which  is  called  the  outward  gate 
of  the  tonnaro.  This  leads  into  the  firft 

I 

apartment,  or,  as  they  call  it,  the  hall. 
As  foon  as  the  fifti  have  got  into  the  hall, 
the  fiflrermen,  who  ftand  fentry  in  their 
boats  during  the  feafon,  fhut  the  outer 
door,  which  is  no  more  than  letting  down 
a  fmall  piece  of  net,  which  effectually  pre¬ 
vents  the  tunny  from  returning  by  the  way 
they  came.  They  then  open  the  inner 
door  of  the  hall,  which  leads  to  the  fecond 
apartment,  which  they  call  the  anti- 

chamber. 
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chamber,  and,  by  making  a  noife  on  the 
furface  of  the  water,  they  foon  drive  the 
tunny-filh  into  it.  As  foon  as  the  whole 
have  got  into  the  antichamber,  the  inner 
door  of  the  hall  is  again  fhut,  and  the 
outer  door  is  opened  for  the  reception  of 
more  company. 

Some  tonnaros  have  a  great  number  of 
apartments,  with  different  names  to  them 
all ;  the  faloon,  the  parlour,  the  dining¬ 
room,  &c.  ;  but  the  laft  apartment  is  al¬ 
ways  ftyled  la  Camera  della  Morte ,  The 
chamber  of  Death:  this  is  compofed  of 
ftronger  nets  and  heavier  anchors  than  the 
others. 

As  foon  as  they  have  collected  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  of  tunny-filh,  they  are 
driven  from  all  the  other  apartments  into 
the  chamber  of  death  ;  when  the  daughter 
begins.  The  fifhermen,  and  often  the 
gentlemen  too,  armed  with  a  kind  of  fpear 

T  3 
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or  harpoon,  attack  the  poor  defencelefs 
animals  on  all  bides  ;  which  now  giving 
themfelves  up  to  defpair,  dalh  about  with 
great  force  and  agility,  throwing  the  water 
over  all  the  boats ;  and  tearing  the  nets  to 
pieces,  they  often  knock  out  their  brains 
againft  the  rocks  or  anchors,  and  fome- 
times  even  againft  the  boats  of  their  ene¬ 
mies. 

You  fee  there  is  nothing  very  generous 
or  manly  in  this  fport.— The  taking  of 
the  Pefce  Spada ,  or  fword-fifh,  is  a  much 
more  noble  diverfion  “•  no  art  is  made  ufe 
of  to  enfnare  him  ;  but  with  a  fmall  har¬ 
poon,  fixed  to  a  long  line,  they  attack 
him  in  the  open  feas,  and  will  often  ftrike 
him  at  a  very  conftderable  diftance.  It  is 
exactly  the  whale-fifhing  in  miniature. 
The  Sicilian  fifhermen  (who  are  abundantly 
fuperftitious)  have  a  Greek  fentence  which 
they  make  ufe  of  as  a  charm  to  bring  him 
their  boats.  This  is  the  only  bait 

they 
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they  ufe,  and  they  pretend  that  it  is  of 
wonderful  efficacy,  and  abfolutely  obliges 
him  to  follow  them  ;  but  if  unfortunately 
he  fliould  overhear  them  fpeak  a  word  of 
Italian,  he  plunges  under  water  immedi¬ 
ately,  and  will  appear  no  more. 

As  thefe  fiffi  are  commonly  of  a  great 
fize  and  ftrength,  they  will  fometimes  run 
for  hours  after  they  are  ftruck,  and  afford 
excellent  fport. — I  have  feen  them  with  a 
fword  four  or  five  feet  long,  which  gives 
them  a  formidable  appearance  in  the  water, 
particularly  after  they  are  wounded.  The 
fleffi  of  thefe  animals  is  excellent ;  it  is 
more  like  beef  than  fiffi,  and  the  common 
way  of  dreffing  it  is  in  fteaks. 

The  fiffiing  of  the  pefce  fpada  is  moft 
confiderable  in  the  fea  of  Meffina,  where 
they  have  likewife  great  quantities  of  eels, 
particularly  the  Morena ,  fo  much  efteemed 
T  4  amongft 
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amongft  the  Romans,  which  I  think  U 
indeed  the  fineft  fifh  I  ever  eat. 

But  it  is  not  only  their  large  fifh  that 
they  ftrike  with  harpoons ;  they  have  the 
fame  method  of  taking  mullet,  dories,  a 
kind  of  mackarel,  and  many  other  fpecies  j 
but  this  is  always  performed  in  the  night. 
As  foon  as  it  is  dark,  two  men  get  into  a 
final!  boat ;  one  of  them  holds  a  lighted 
torch  over  the  furface  of  the  water,  the 
other  ftands  with  his  harpoon  ready  poized 
in  his  hand.  The  light  of  the  torch  foon 
brings  the  fifh  to  the  furface,  when  the 
harpooner  immediately  ftrikes  them.  I 
have  feen  great  quantities  killed  in  this 
manner,  both  here  and  at  Naples.  A  large 
fleet  of  boats  employed  in  this  kind  of 
fi fhing  make  a  beautiful  appearance  on  the 
water,  in  a  fine  fummer  night. 

The  coral  fifhery  is  chiefly  praTifed  at 
Trapani:  they  have  invented  a  machine 

there. 
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there,  which  anfwers  the  purpofe  much 
beyond  their  expectations.  This  is  only  a 
great  crofs  of  wood,  to  the  center  of  which 
is  fixed  a  heavy  hard  ftone,  capable  of  car¬ 
rying  the  crofs  to  the  bottom.  Pieces  of 
fmall  net  are  tied  to  each  limb  of  the 
crofs,  which  is  poized  horizontally  by  a 
rope,  and  let  down  into  the  water.  As 
foon  as  they  feel  it  touch  the  bottom,  the 
rope  is  made  fall  to  the  boat.  They  then 
row  about  all  over  the  coral  beds :  The 
confequence  of  which  is,  the  great  hone 
breaks  off  the  coral  from  the  rocks,  and  it 
is  immediately  entangled  in  the  nets.  ® 
Since  this  invention  the  coral  fifhery  has 
turned  out  to  confiderable  account. 

The  people  of  Trapani  are  efteemed  the 
moft  ingenious  of  the  ifland  ;  they  are  the 
authors  of  many  ufeful  and  ornamental 
inventions.  An  artift  there,  has  lately  difi® 
covered  a  method  of  making  Cameios., 
vvhich  are  a  perfeCt  imitation  of  the  ancient 

ones 
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ones  engraved  on  the  onyx.  They  are 
done  on  a  kind  of  hard  fhell  from  paftes  of 
the  beft  antiques,  and  fo  admirably  exe¬ 
cuted,  that  it  is  often  difficult  to  diftinguifh 
the  ancient  from  the  modem.  Thefe  fet  in 
gold,  are  generally  worn  as  bracelets,  and 
are  at  prefent  in  high  eftimation  amongft 
the  ladies  of  quality  here.  Mrs.  Hamilton* 
procured  a  pair  of  them  Iaft  year,  and 
carried  them  to  Naples,  where  they  have 
been  much  admired.  Commiffions  were 
immediately  fent  over,  and  the  man  has 
now  more  bufinefs  than  he  can  manage; 
however,  we  have  been  fortunate  enough 
to  procure  a  few  pairs  of  them  for  our 
friends.  I  have  feen  cameios  that  have 
coft  two  hundred  guineas,  that  could  fcarce 
be  diftinguiffied  from  one  of  thefe. 

The  difficulties  under  which  the  poor 
Sicilians  labour,  from  the  extreme  oppref- 


*  Now  lady  Hamilton. 


fion 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  a8$ 

fion  of  their  government,  obliges  them 
fometimes  to  invent  branches  of  commerce 
that  nature  feems  to  have  denied  them,  as 
they  are  not  allowed  to  enjoy  thofe  Ihe  has 
bellowed. — The  fugar-cane  was  very  much 
cultivated  in  this  illand,  but  the  duties 
impofed  were  fo  enormous,  that  it  has 
been  almoft  abandoned. — But  their  crops 
of  wheat  alone,  were  they  under  a  free 
government,  would  foon  be  fufficient  to 
render  this  little  nation  one  of  the  richeft 
and  moll  flourilhing  in  the  world ;  for 
even  in  the  wretched  Hate  of  cultivation 
it  is  in  at  prefent,  one  good  crop,  I  am 
told,  is  fufficient  to  maintain  the  illand  for 
feven  years.  You  will  be  a  good  deal  fur- 
prifed,  after  this,  to  hear  that  the  expor¬ 
tation  of  this  commodity  has  been  pro¬ 
hibited  for  thefe  feveral  years  pall ;  at 
ieall  to  all  fuch  as  are  not  able  to  pay  moll 
exorbitantly  for  that  privilege.  The  con- 
fequence  is,  that  corn  has  become  a  drug. 
The  common  price  of  the  falma,  which  is 

two 
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two  loads,  was  about  thirty-one  fhillings  ; 
at  prefent  it  is  reduced  to  five  fhillings  and 
fix-pence,  and  there  is  a  probability  that 
it  will  flill  fall  lower. 

This  crop,  which  has  been  very  abun¬ 
dant,  I  am  told,  in  many  places  they  have 
hardly  been  at  the  pains  to  gather  in,  as 
there  is  little  probability  of  this  cruel  pro¬ 
hibition  being  removed.  The  farmers  are 
already  ruined,  and  the  ruin  of  their 
mailers  mull  inevitably  follow.  This  is 
the  method  the  minillry  of  Naples,  or 
rather  that  of  Spain,  has  taken  to  humble 
the  pride  of  the  Sicilian  barons,  whofe 
power  they  pretend  is  Hill  very  extenfive, 
and  their  jurifdidtion  abfolute ;  molt  of 
them  polTeffing  a  right  of  life  and  death  in 
their  own  domain.  However,  there  is  a 
probability  that  they  will  foon  be  obliged 
to  relinquilh  their  privileges.  The  com-* 
plaint  is  univerfal,  and  if  the  minillry  per- 
fevere  in  thefe  rigorous  meafures,  there 

mull 
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muft  either  be  a  revolt,  or  they  muft  foon  be 
reduced  to  a  ftate  of  poverty  as  well  as  of 
fervitude.  I  believe  indeed  mod  of  them 
would  readily  embrace  any  plaufible  fcheme, 
to  fhake  off  their  yoke  ;  as  in  general  they 
appear  to  be  people  of  great  fenfibility, 
with  high  notions  of  honour  and  liberty. 

Talking  of  the  natural  riches  of  their 
ifland, — Yes,  fay  they,  if  thefe  were  dis¬ 
played,  you  would  have  reafon  indeed  to 
fpeak  of  them.  Take  a  look  of  thefe 
mountains, — they  contain  rich  veins  of 
every  metal,  and  many  of  the  Roman 
mines  Hill  remain but  to  what  end 
fhould  we  explore  them  ? — It  is  not  we 
that  fhould  reap  the  profit.— Nay,  a  dis¬ 
covery  of  any  thing  very  rich  might  pof- 
fibly  prove  the  ruin  of  its  poffeflbr.—  No, 
—in  our  prefent  Situation  the  hidden  trea- 
fures  of  the  ifland  muft  ever  remain  a 
profound  fecret.— Were  we  happy  enough 
So  enjoy  the  bleffings  of  your  conftitution, 

you 


286  A  TOUR  THROUGH 


you  might  call  us  rich  indeed.  Many 
hidden  doors  of  opulence  would  then  be 
opened,  which  now  are  not  even  thought 
of,  and  we  fhould  foon  re-aflume  our 
ancient  name  and  confequence ;  but  at 
prefent  we  are  nothing. 

This  is  the  language  that  fome  of  the 
firft  people  amongft  them  hold  with  us. 
However,  they  ftill  boaft  that  they  retain 
more  of  the  feudal  government  than  any 
nation  in  Europe.  The  fhadow  indeed 
remains,  but  the  fubftance  is  gone  long 
ago.  It  has  long  been  the  objed  of  the 
Bourbon  miniftry  to  reduce  the  power  of 
the  barons  in  every  kingdom.  Richlieu 
began  the  fyftem  in  France,  and  it  has 
ever  fince  been  profecuted  by  his  fuc- 
ceflors  ;  its  influence  has  now  fpread  over 
the  whole  of  their  pofleflions  in  Europe ; 
of  which,  as  this  is  the  mod  remote,  it  has 
likewife  been  the  longeft  in  reaching  it. 


The 
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The  foundation  of  the  feudal  fyftem  was 
firft  laid  here  by  the  count  Rugiero,  about 
the  middle  of  the  eleventh  century,  imme¬ 
diately  after  he  had  driven  the  Saracens 
out  of  the  ifland.  He  divided  Sicily  into 
three  parts;  the  firft,  by  confent  of  his 
army,  was  given  to  the  church ;  the  fecond 
he  beftowed  upon  his  officers,  and  the 
third  he  referved  for  himfelf. 

Of  thefe  three  branches,  or  as  they  call 
them  Braccios  (arms),  he  compofed  his 
parliament,  the  form  of  which  remains 
the  fame  to  this  day.  The  Braccio  Mill - 
tare  is  compofed  of  all  the  barons  of  the 
kingdom,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty-one,  who  are  ftill  obliged  to 
military  fervice  :  their  chief  is  the  prince 
Butero,  who  is  hereditary  prefident  of  the 
parliament :  for  in  conformity  to  the  ge¬ 
nius  of  the  feudal  government  fome  of  the 
great  offices  are  ftill  hereditary.  The 
three  archbifhops,  all  the  bifhops,  abbes, 

priors, 
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priors,  and  dignified  clergy,  amounting  td 
near  feventy,  form  the  Braccio  Ecclefiajlico  i 
The  archbifhop  of  Palermo  is  their  chief. 
The  Braaio  Demaniale  is  formed  by  elec¬ 
tion,  like  our  houfe  of  commons  :  there 
are  forty-three  royal  cities,  ftyled  Demaniale, 
that  have  a  right  to  eled  members.  Every 
houfeholder  had  a  vote  in  this  eledion. 
Their  chief  is  the  member  for  Palermo  ; 
who  is  likewife  praetor  (or  mayor  of  the 
city).  He  is  an  officer  of  the  higheft 
rank,  and  his  power  is  very  extenfive; 
inferior  only  to  that  of  the  viceroy  ;  in 
whofe  abfence,  the  greateft  part  of  the 
authority  devolves  upon  him.  He  has  a 
company  of  grenadiers  for  his  body-guard; 
and  receives  the  title  of  excellency. 

The  praetor,  together  with  fix  fenators, 
who  are  ftyled  patricians,  have  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  the  civil  government  of  the  city. 
He  is  appointed  every  year,  by  the  king, 

or  by  the  viceroy,  which  is  the  fame 

thing ; 
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thing;  for  I  don’t  find  that  the  people  any 
longer  exercife  even  the  form  of  giving 
their  votes :  fo  that  the  very  fhadow  of 
liberty  has  now  difappeared  as  w?ll  as  the 
fubftance.— “You  may  judge  of  the  fituation 
of  liberty  in  a  kingdom,  where  all  courts 
civil  and  criminal  are  appointed  by  regal 
authority,  and  where  all  offices  are  con¬ 
ferred  only  by  the  will  of  the  fovereign, 
and  depend  entirely  upon  his  caprice. 

I  own  I  feel  moft  fincerely  for  the  Sici¬ 
lians,  who,  I  think,  are  poffeffed  of  many 
admirable  qualities.  But  the  fpirit  of  every 
nation  mull  infallibly  fink,  under  an  op- 

preffiveand  tyrannical  government.-— Their 
fpirit  however  has  in  a  great  meafiue  kept 
them  free  from  one  branch  of  tyranny, 
the  moft  dreadful  of  all,  that  of  the  inqui- 
fttion.  The  kings  of  Spain  wanted  to 
eftablifh  it  in  its  full  force  ;  but  the  barons, 
accuftomed  to  exercife  defpotic  government 
themfelves,  could  not  bear  the  thoughts 
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of  becoming  Haves  to  a  fet  of  ignorant  Spanifh 
priefts :  and,  I  believe,  they  took  the  only 
way  that  was  left  to  avoid  it.  Every  in- 
quifitor  that  pretended  to  more  zeal  than 
they  thought  became  him,  was  immedi¬ 
ately  affaflinated ;  particularly  if  he  pre¬ 
fumed  to  interfere  with  the  conduct  or 
fentiments  of  the  nobility.  This  foon  took 
off  the  edge  of  their  zeal,  and  reduced 
the  holy  office  to  a  becoming  moderation. 
However,  they  are  extremely  circumfped 
in  their  converfation  about  religious  mat¬ 
ters  ;  and  generally  advife  ftrangers  to  be 
on  their  guard,  as  the  power  of  the  in- 
quifition,  although  confiderably  reduced, 
is  by  no  means  annihilated. 

The  laws  of  Sicily  are  fcattered  in  a 
great  number  of  volumes ;  thefe  the  king 
of  Sardinia  intended  to  abridge,  and  col¬ 
led;  into  one  code,  but  unfortunately  he 
was  not  long  enough  in  pofTeffion  of  the 
illand,  to  accomplifh  this  ufeful  work. — 

But 
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But  where  there  is  an  authority  above  all 
laws,  laws  can  be  but  of  little  fervice. 

The  power  of  the  viceroy  is  very  abfo- 
lute ;  he  has  not  only  the  command  of  all 
the  military  force  in  the  kingdom,  but 
likewife  prefides  with  unbounded  authority 
in  all  civil  tribunals ;  and  as  he  is  alfo 
invefted  with  the  legantine  power,  his 
fway  is  equally  great  in  religious  mat¬ 
ters. 

He  has  the  right  of  nominating  to  all 
the  great  offices  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  con¬ 
firming  of  all  dignities,  both  civil  and  ec- 
clefiaftical. 

In  vifiting  the  prifons,  a  ceremony  which 
he  performs  with  great  pomp  twice  a  year, 
he  has  the  power  of  liberating  whatever 
prifoners  he  pleafes ;  of  reducing  or  alter¬ 
ing  their  fentences,  their  crimes  and  accu- 
fations  having  firft  been  read  over  to  him. 

U  2  Indeed, 
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Indeed,  that  there  may  be  fome  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  regard  to  law  and  juftice,  his 
counfellor  always  attends  him  on  thefe 
occafions,  to  mark  out  the  limits  of  the 
law. — This  is  an  officer  of  very  high  rank, 
appointed  to  affift  the  viceroy  in  his  de- 
cifions,  where  the  cafe  may  appear  intri¬ 
cate  or  dubious ;  and  always  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  one  of  the  ableft  lawyers  in  the 
ifland.  For  the  mod;  part,  this  office  has 
been  given  to  ftrangers,  who  are  fuppofed 
to  have  no  kindred  or  particular  connec¬ 
tions  here,  that  in  giving  their  judgment 
they  may  be  free  from  all  prejudice  and 
partiality.  Fie  has  free  admittance  into  all 
courts  and  tribunals,  that  he  may  be  the 
better  enabled  to  give  the  viceroy  an  ac¬ 
count  of  their  proceedings. 

The  whole  military  force  of  Sicily, 
amounts  at  prefent,  from  what  I  can  learn, 
to  9500  men,  about  1200  of  which  are 
cavalry.  Many  of  their  cities  and  for- 

treffes 
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trefles  would  require  a  very  numerous 
garrifon  to  defend  them ;  particularly  Mef- 
fina,  Syracufe,  and  Palermo:  but  indeed 
the  hate  of  their  fortifications,  as  well  as 
that  of  their  artillery,  is  fuch,  that  (even 
if  they  were  inclined)  they  could  make  but 
a  fmall  defence. 

If  this  ifland  were  in  the  hands  of  a 
naval  power,  I  think  it  is  evident,  that  it 
muft  command  the  whole  Levant  trade ; — 
there  are  feveral  little  ports  at  each  end  of 
it,  befides  the  great  ones  of  Trapani, 
Syracufe,  and  Meffina,  which  lie  pretty 
near  the  three  angles  of  the  triangle. 
Whatever  (hips  had  paffed  either  of  thefe, 
the  others  could  be  apprized  of  in  the 
fpace  of  half  an  hour,  by  means  of  fignal 
towers,  which  the  Sicilians  have  erected 
all  around  their  ifland  to  warn  them  againft 
fudden  invafions  from  the  Barbary  fide. 
Thefe  towers  are  built  on  every  little  pro¬ 
montory,  within  fight  of  each  other.  Fires 
U  3  ars 
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are  always  kept  ready  for  lighting,  and  a 
perfon  is  appointed  to  watch  at  each  of 
them,  fo  that  the  whole  ifland  can  be 
alarmed,  they  allure  us,  in  the  fpace  of 
an  hour. 

By  the  bye,  we  have  been  witnefs  here 
of  a  pra&ice,  that  appears  to  be  a  very 
iniquitous  one,  and  in  the  end,  I  Ihould 
think,  mull  prove  the  deftruftion  of  our 
Mediterranean  trade.  Several  Ihips  have 
put  in  at  this  port  with  Englifh  colours, 
but  to  our  furprife,  not  one  Englishman 
on  board.  Thefe,  I  find,  they  call  Ban- 
diere  men; — perhaps  it  is  a  known  prac¬ 
tice,  although,  I  own,  I  was  an  utter 
ilranger  to  it.  They  are  very  numerous 
in  thefe  feas,  and  carry  on  a  confiderable 
trade  through  the  whole  of  the  Mediter¬ 
ranean,  to  the  great  detriment  of  our  own 
Ihips.  Moll  of  them  belong  to  Genoa 
and  Sicily,  though  they  pals  under  the 
name  of  Minorquins.  They  purchafe 

Medi- 
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Mediterranean  paflports,  I  am  told,  from 
fome  of  the  governors  of  our  garrifons, 
which  entitles  them  during  the  term  fpeci- 
fied  in  thefe  paflports,  to  trade  under  Eng- 
lifh  colours.  I  am  allured  that  the  num¬ 
ber  of  thefe  Bandiere  men  amounts  to  fome 
hundreds.  They  have  often  one  or  two 
Englifh  failors  on  board ;  or  at  leaft  fome 
perfon  that  fpeaks  the  language,  to  anfwer 
when  they  are  challenged.  Pray  can  you 
tell  me  if  this  pradice  is  known  in  Eng¬ 
land  ? 

Adieu.  The  heat  has  become  intolerable 
and  I  am  able  to  write  no  more how. 
ever,  I  Ihould  not  have  given  it  up  yet, 
but  my  ice  is  all  melted,  and  I  have  not  the 
confcience  to  fend  out  a  fervant  for  more  : 
I  dare  fay,  you  are  very  glad  of  it,  and 
wifhed  it  had  been  melted  long  ago.  If 
this  continues,  I  believe  we  ourfelves  (hall 
be  melted.  The  thermometer  is  above 

U  4  eighty- 
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eighty-two,  and  the  heat  fill  feems  to 
increafe. — The  fea  has  even  become  too 
hot  for  bathing  ;  and  it  does  not  at  all 
refresh  us  now  as  it  did  formerly. 


Farewell. 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 


Palermo,  July  26th. 


E  have  now  got  every  thing  ready 


*  ’  for  our  departure,  and  if  the  wind 
continues  favourable,  this  is  probably  the 
laft  letter  I  ihall  write  you  from  Sicily. 
However,  I  had  Hill  a  great  deal  more  to 
fay,  both  of  the  Sicilians  and  their  ifland, 
and  Ihall  leave  them,  I  aflure  you,  with  a 
good  deal  of  regret. 

Two  chebecks  failed  this  morning  for 
Naples.  We  had  the  offer  of  a  paffage  ; 
but  had  already  engaged  a  little  veffel  for 
ourfelves. — A  young  nobleman,  the  mar¬ 
quis  of - ,  was  Ihipped  off  in  one  of 

them,  with  orders  never  more  to  fet  his 
foot  in  Palermo.  Indeed  we  are  much 
furprifed  that  his  fentenee  is  fo  mild,  as  he 


has- 
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has  been  guilty  of  a  crime  which  in  catholic 
countries  is  generally  punifhed  with  the 
greateft  rigour ; — no  lefs  than  the  debauch¬ 
ing  a  nun.— He  met  with  the  young  lady 
at  a  bathing  place,  about  thirty  miles 
from  this,  where  fhe  had  been  fent  from 
her  convent  for  the  recovery  of  her  health ; 
her  mother  was  along  with  her,  but  as  the 
two  young  people  were  firft  coufins,  and 
had  lived  together  like  brother  and  filler, 
the  old  lady  thought  there  could  be  no  rilk 
in  allowing  them  their  wonted  familiarity. 

The  nun  foon  recovered  her  health, 
grew  fat,  and  returned  to  her  convent. 
This  is  about  fix  or  feven  months  ago; 
and  it  is  only  a  few  days  fince  the  fatal 
difcovery  was  made  ;  but  alas,  it  would 
conceal  no  longer.  He  is  banilhed  Sicily 
for  life  ;  and  his  eftate,  or  the  greateft  part 
of  it,  is  confifcated.  He  may  think  himfelf 
happy  they  have  treated  him  with  fo  much 
lenity  :  Had  his  jury  been  compofed  of 

priefts 
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priefts  and  confeffors,  he  muft  have  died, 
without  benefit  of  clergy ;  for  this  is  the 
firft  mortal  fin,  for  which  there  is  neither 
atonement  nor  abfolution  ; — “  to  lie  with  a 
«  nun,  and  yet  not  be  in  orders.” 

The  punifhment  of  the  poor  unfortunate 
girl  is  not  yet  determined ;  however,  I  am 
told,  it  will  be  a  terrible  one :  probably  con¬ 
finement  in  a  dungeon  for  feven  or  eight 
years,  without  any  company  but  a  fkull  and 
a  crucifix ;  and  to  live  all  that  time  upon 
bread  and  water.  I  faw  a  nun,  at  Portal- 
legre  in  Portugal,  that  had  fuffered  this 
very  punifhment  for  the  fame  crime. 

This  ftory  has  been  kept  a  profound  fe- 
cret,  and  if  we  had  not  been  on  a  very  in¬ 
timate  footing  with  fome  people  here,  we 
never  fhould  have  heard  of  it. 

The  Sicilians  ftill  retain  fome  of  the 
SpanUh  cuftoms,  though  nothing  of  their 

gravity 
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gravity  nor  taciturnity  :  the  younger  fons 
of  the  nobility  are  ftyled  Don  by  their 
ehriftened  names,  and  the  daughters  Donna  j 
like  our  appellation  of  lord  and  lady  to 
the  fons  and  daughters  of  dukes.  The 
eldeft  fon  has  commonly  the  title  of  count 
or  marquis,  but  they  are  not  all  counts  as 
in  France  and  Germany,  where  I  have 
feen  fix  counts  in  one  houfe,  and  very  near 
twice  the  number  of  barons  in  another. 

One  of  the  mod  common  titles  here,  as 
well  as  at  Naples,  is  that  of  Prince  ;  and 
although  thefe  were  only  created  by  Phi¬ 
lip  II.  of  Spain,  they  take  rank  of  all  the 
other  nobility,  fome  of  whom,  particu¬ 
larly  the  counts,  carry  their  origin  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  the  Normans,  and  look 
with  great  contempt  on  thefe  upftart  Princes. 
The  dukes  and  marquilfes  are  not  fo  old  : 
the  firfl  were  created  by  Charles  V,  and 
the  fecond,  though  an  inferior  title,  by 

King  Alphonfo,  in  the  fifteenth  century.— 

So 
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So  that  the  dignity  of  the  Sicilian  titles 
may  be  faid  to  be  in  the  inverfe  ratio  of 
their  antiquities. 

The  luxury  of  the  people  here,  like  that 
of  the  Neapolitans,  confifts  chiefly  in  their 
equipages  and  horfes  ;  but  by  a  wife  law  of 
the  King  of  Sardinia,  which  I  am  furprifed 
fhould  ftill  remain  in  force,  the  viceroy 
alone  is  allowed  to  drive  in  the  city  with  fix 
horfes ;  the  prsetor,  the  archbifhop,  and 
prefident  of  the  parliament  with  four ;  all 
the  reft  of  the  nobility  are  reftrided  to  two. 
But  this  is  only  within  the  gates  of  Paler¬ 
mo  ;  and  when  they  go  to  the  country, 
there  is  none  of  them  that  drive  with  lefs 
than  four  :  befides,  every  family  of  diftinc- 
tion  has  at  leaft  two  or  three  carriages  in 
daily  ufe  ;  for  no  man  of  fafhion  is  fo  un- 
polite  as  to  refufe  his  wife  a  chariot  of  her 
own,  of  which  fhe  has  the  entire  com¬ 
mand  ;  (without  this  the  Marino  could  never 
fubfift)  and  the  upper  fervants  of  the  firft 

families 
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families  would  be  juft  as  much  afhamed  to 
be  feen  on  foot  as  their  matters. — We  took 
the  liberty  to  ridicule  the  folly  of  this  prac¬ 
tice  :  they  allow  of  its  abfurdity,  and  wifh 
to  break  through  it ;  but  who  is  to  lead  the 
way  ?  We  even  prevailed  with  fome  of 
the  young  nobility,  which  I  aflure  you  was 
no  fmall  condefcenfion,  to  walk  the  ftreets 
with  us  during  the  illuminations  ;  but  even 
this  condefcenfion  fhewed  the  folly  of  the 
prejudice  in  a  ftronger  light  than  if  they 
had  refufed  us ;  for  they  would  not  be  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  ftir  out,  till  they  had  fent  their 
fervants  about  ten  yards  before  them,  with 
large  wax  flambeaux,  although  the  whole 
city  was  in  a  flame  of  light.  You  may  be¬ 
lieve  we  did  not  fpare  them  upon  this  oc- 
cafton ;  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpofe.  How¬ 
ever,  it  is  poflible  that  we  may  overlook 
many  cuftoms  of  our  own,  that  are  not  lefs 
ridiculous ;  for  ridicule  for  the  moft  part 
is  relative,  and  depends  only  on  time  and 

place— Perhaps  you  may  remember  the 

Prince 
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Prince  of  Anamaboo ; — I  fhould  like  to 
hear  the  account  he  would  give  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation  in  his  own  country  ;  for  fome 
of  our  cuftoms  ftruck  him  in  a  ftill  more 

ridiculous  light. - Walking  out  in  St. 

James’s  Park,  in  the  afternoon,  he  obferved 
one  of  his  acquaintance  driving  in  a  pha¬ 
eton  with  four  horfes.  The  Prince  burft 
into  a  violent  fit  of  laughing : — when  they 
alked  him  what  was  the  matter  ?— -u  Vat 
“  the  devil,  (faid  the  Prince  in  his  bad 
“  Englilh)  has  that  fellow  eat  fo  much 
“  dinner  that  now  it  takes  four  horfes  to 

“  carry  him  ? - 1  rode  out  with  him  this 

“  morning,  and  he  was  then  fo  light,  that 
“  van  little  horfe  ran  away  with  him. — He 
“  mull  either  be  a  great  fool  or  a  great 
“  glutton.”— Another  time  they  infilled  on 
the  Prince  going  to  the  play.— He  went ; 
but  he  foon  tired  of  it,  and  returned  to  his 
companions.— Well,  Prince,  (faid  they) 
“  what  did  you  fee?’’ — “  Vat  did  I  fee, 

“  (replied 
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<C  (replied  he,  with  the  utmoft  contempt)  I 
“  did  fee  fome  men  playing  de  fiddle— and 
“  fome  men  playing  de  fool.” 

I  only  infer  from  this,  that  it  is  with 
fome  degree  of  caution  we  fhould  ridicule 
the  cuftoms  of  other  nations  a  Sicilian, 
perhaps,  would  laugh  with  as  much  juftice 
at  many  of  our  cuftoms; — that,  for  in- 
ftance,  of  obliging  people  to  drink  when 
they  have  no  inclination  to  it ;  that  in  the 
North,  of  eating  Soland  geefe  before  din¬ 
ner,  to  give  them  an  appetite ; — that  of 
phyficians  and  lawyers  wearing  enormous 
wigs,  and  many  others  that  will  natuially 
occur  to  you,  none  of  which  appear  in  the 
leaft  ridiculous  to  the  people  that  pra&ife 
them;  who  would  no  doubt  defend  them 
as  ftrenuoufly  as  the  Sicilians  do  the  necef- 
fity  of  carrying  flambeaux  before  them, 
during  the  great  illumination.-— Indeed, 
they  have  juft  now  given  us  an  admirable 

fpecimen 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  305 


fpecimen  of  fome  of  our  ridicules,  in  one 
of  their  opera  dances,  with  which  we  have 
been  a  good  deal  entertained. 

I  believe  I  told  you  that  the  dancers 
are  lately  come  from  England :  they  have 
brought  upon  the  ftage  many  of  the  capi¬ 
tal  London  characters  : — 1  he  bucks,  the 
maccaronies,  the  prigs,  the  cits,  and  fome 
others  ftill  more  refpedtable  :  thefe  are  well 
fupported,  and  afford  a  good  deal  of  laugh¬ 
ing.  But  I  am  interrupted,  otherwife  I 
fhould  have  given  you  a  more  particular 
account  of  them.  Adieu.  The  heat  is 
intolerable  ;  and  there  is  no  poffibility  of 
walking  out. — We  complain  without  reafon 
of  our  own  climate ;  and  King  Charles’s 
obfervation  lam  perfuaded  was  juft ;  “  That 
there  is  hardly  any  climate,  where,  through¬ 
out  the  year,  we  can  have  fo  much  exercife 
in  the  open  air.” 

Ever  yours. 


VOL.  II. 
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LETTER  XXXV. 


Palermo,  July  27th. 


HE  Sicilians  are  animated  in  conver- 


fation,  and  their  action  for  the  molt 
part  is  fo  juft  and  fo  expreflive  of  their  fen- 
timents,  that  without  hearing  what  is  faid, 
one  may  comprehend  the  fubjeft  of  their 
difcourfe.  We  ufed  to  think  the  French 
and  Neapolitans  great  adepts  in  this  art ; 
but  they  are  much  outdone  by  the  Sicilians, 
both  in  the  variety  and  juftnefs  of  their 
gefticulation. 

The  origin  of  this  cuftom  they  carry  fo 
far  back  as  the  time  of  the  earlieft  tyrants 
of  Syracufe,  who,  to  prevent  confpiracies, 
had  forbid  their  fubje&s,  under  the  moft 
fevere  penalties,  to  be  feen  in  parties  talk¬ 
ing  together.  This  obliged  them  to  invent 


a  me- 
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a  method  of  communicating  their  fenti- 
ments  by  dumb  fhow,  which  they  pretend 
has  been  tranfmitted  from  generation  to 
generation  ever  fmce. 

I  think  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that 
this  cuftom  too  may  have  given  the  firft 
idea  of  comedy  ;  as  we  find,  that  fome  fhort 
time  after,  Epicarmus,  a  native  of  that  city, 
was  the  author  of  this  invention. 

The  Sicilians  till  lately  retained  a  great 
many  foolifh  and  fuperftitious  cuftoms ;  but 
particularly  in  their  marriage  and  funeral 
ceremonies  :  it  would  be  tedious  to  give 
you  an  account  of  all  thefe  ;  fome  of  them 
are  Hill  pra&ifed  in  the  wild  and  moun¬ 
tainous  parts  of  the  ifland. — As  foon  as 
the  marriage  ceremony  is  performed,  two 
of  the  attendants  are  ready  to  cram  a  fpoon- 
ful  of  honey  into  the  mouths  of  the  bride 
and  bridegroom  ;  pronouncing  it  emblema¬ 
tical  of  their  love  and  union,  which  they 

X  2  hope 
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hope  will  ever  continue  as  fweet  to  their 
fouls,  as  that  honey  is  to  their  palates. — 
They  then  begin  to  throw  handfuls  of  wheat 
upon  them,  which  is  continued  all  the  way 
to  the  houfe  of  the  bridegroom.  This  is 
probably  the  remains  of  fome  ancient  rite 
to  Ceres,  their  favourite  divinity,  and  they 
think  it  cannot  fail  of  procuring  them  a 
numerous  progeny  : — however,  the  Sici¬ 
lian  women  have  no  occafion  for  any  charm 
to  promote  this,  as,  in  general,  they  are 
abundantly  prolific  even  without  it.  Faz- 
zello  gives  an  account  of  women  having 
frequently  upwards  of  forty  children  ;  and 
Carrera  mentions  one  who  had  forty-feven. 

The  young  couple  are  not  allowed  to  tafte 
of  the  marriage-feaft ;  this  they  pretend  is 
to  teach  them  patience  and  temperance ;  but 
when  dinner  is  finiihed,  a  great  bone  is 
prefented  to  the  bridegroom  by  the  bride’s 
father,  or  one  of  her  neareft  relations,  who 
pronounces  thefe  words  :  “  Rodi  tu  queJF 
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“  ojfo ,  &c.  Pick  you  this  bone,  for  you  have 
“  now  taken  in  hand  to  pick  one,  which  you 
“  will  find  much  harder  and  of  more  dif- 
«  ficult  digeftion. ’’—Perhaps  this  may  have 
given  rife  to  the  common  faying,  when 
one  has  undertaken  any  thing  arduous 
or  difficult,  that  “  fie  has  got  a  bone  to 
“  pick.” 

The  Sicilians,  like  moft  other  nations  in 
Europe,  carefully  avoid  marrying  in  the 
month  of  May,  and  look  upon  fuch  mar¬ 
riages  as  extremely  inaufpicious.  This 
piece  of  fiiperftition  is  as  old,  perhaps  older 
than  the  time  of  the  Romans,  by  whofe 
authors  it  is  frequently  mentioned ;  and  by 
whom  it  has  been  tranfmitted  to  almoft 
every  nation  in  Europe.  It  is  fomewhat 
unaccountable,  that  fo  ridiculous  an  idea, 
which  can  have  no  foundation  in  nature, 
fhould  have  flood  its  ground  for  fo  many 
ages. — There  are  indeed  other  cuftoms  fill 
more  trivial,  that  are  not  lefs  univerfal.— 

X  3  That 
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That  of  making  April  fools  on  the  firft  day 
of  that  month  ;  the  ceremony  of  the  cake 
on  Twelfth-night;  and  fome  others  that 
will  occur  to  you,  of  which,  no  more 
than  this,  I  have  ever  been  able  to  learn  the 
origin. 

The  marriages  of  the  Sicilian  nobility 
are  celebrated  with  great  magnificence ;  and 
the  number  of  elegant  carriages  produced 
on  thefe  occafions  is  aftonifhing.  I  wanted 
to  difcover  when  this  great  luxury  in  car¬ 
riages  had  taken  its  rife ;  and  have  found  an 
account  of  the  marriage  of  the  daughter  of 
one  of  their  viceroys  to  the  duke  of  Bivona, 
in  the  year  1551.  It  is  defcribed  by  one 
Elenco,  who  was  a  fpe£tator  of  the  cere¬ 
mony.  He  fays  the  ladies  as  well  as  gentle¬ 
men  were  all  mounted  on  fine  horfes,  fump- 
tuoufly  caparifoned,  and  preceded  by  pages : 
that  there  were  only  three  carriages  in  the 
city,  which  were  ufed  by  invalids  who 
were  not  able  to  ride  on  horfeback.  Thefe 

he 
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he  calls  Carette ,  which  word  now  fignifies 
a  little  cart. 

The  Sicilian  ladies  marry  very  young, 
and  frequently  live  to  fee  the  fifth  or  fixth 
generation.  You  will  expedt,  no  doubt,  that 
I  fhould  fay  fomething  of  their  beauty  In 
general,  they  are  fprightly  and  agreeable ; 
and  in  moft  parts  of  Italy  they  would  be 
efteemed  handfome. —  A  Neapolitan  or  a 
Roman  would  furely  pronounce  them  fo. — 
But  a  Piedmontefe  would  declare  them 
very  ordinary ; — fo  indeed  would  moft 
Englilhmen. — Nothing  fo  vague  as  our 
ideas  of  female  beauty  :  they  change  in 
every  climate ;  and  the  criterion  is  no 
where  to  be  found. — 

«  Afk  where’s  the  North  ? — at  York,  ’tis  on 
the  Tweed, 

«  In  Scotland  at  the  Orcades,  and  there, 

«  At  Nova  Zembla,  or  the  Lord  knows  where.’* 

X  4 


No 
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No  two  nations, — perhaps  no  two  men, 
have  affixed  precifely  the  fame  chara&er- 
iflics  ;  and  every  one  exalts  his  idea  of  it, 
according  to  the  beauty  of  the  women  he  is 
accuftomed  to  fee ;  fo  that  even  the  fame 
perfon  may  fometimes  appear  beautiful, 
fometimes  ugly,  juft  in  proportion  as  we 
have  feen  others  that  are  more  or  lefs  fo. — 
I  remember,  after  making  the  tour  of  Savoy 
and  the  Lower  Valais,  every  woman  we 
met  in  Switzerland  appeared  an  angel.  The 
fame  thing  happens  in  travelling  through 
fome  parts  of  Germany  ;  and  you  will 
cafily  recollect  the  furprifmg  difference  be^- 
twixt  a  beauty  at  Milan  and  one  at  Turin, 
although  thefe  places  lie  adjacent  to  each 
other.  It  is  a  pity  that  the  Juno  of  Zeuxis 
has  been  loft,  if  it  were  no  more  than  to 
have  ffiewn  us  the  notion  the  ancients  had 
of  a  perfect  beauty.  Indeed,  the  Venus  of 
Medicis  has  been  confidered  as  a  model  of 
perfection, — but  it  is  furely  abfurd  ; — for 

whq 
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•who  ever  heard  of  a  perfect  beauty  of  five 
feet  high  ! — the  very  idea  is  ridiculous ;  and 
•whatever  figure  her  goddefship  might  make 
among!!  the  ancient  divinities,  in  the  pan¬ 
theon  at  Rome,  I  am  afraid  fhe  would  cut 
but  a  forry  one  among!!  the  modern  ones, 
in  that  of  London. — In  fliort,  I  believe  we 
may  fafely  conclude,  that  beauty  is  a  rela¬ 
tive  quality,  and  the  To  kalon  is  no  longer 
the  fame,  no  more  in  a  phyfical  than  a 
moral  fenfe,  in  any  two  places  on  the 
globe. 

The  ladies  here  have  remarkable  fine 
hair,  and  they  underhand  how  to  drefs  and 
adorn  it  to  the  greatef!  advantage.  It  is 
now  only  ufed  as  an  embellifhment ;  but 
in  former  times  we  are  told,  that,  like  that 
of  Sampfon,  it  was  found  to  be  the  ftrength 
and  protection  of  their  country. — There  is 
a  paradox  for  you,  that  all  the  wife  men 
of  the  Eaft  could  hardly  folve. — Their  hif- 
torians  relate,  (in  whofe  reign  I  believe  is 

rather 
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rather  dubious)  that  this  city  had  fuffered 
a  long  liege  from  the  Saracens,  and  was 
greatly  reduced  by  famine  ;  but,  what  di- 
ftreffed  them  ftill  more,  there  were  no  ma¬ 
terials  to  be  found  for  making  bowftrings, 
and  they  were  on  the  point  of  furrender¬ 
ing, — In  this  dilemma,  a  patriotic  dame 
flepped  forth,  and  propofed  to  the  women, 
that  the  whole  of  them  Ihould  cut  off  their 
hair,  and  twift  it  into  bowftrings  :  This 
was  immediately  complied  with.— The  he- 
roifm  of  the  women,  you  know,  muft  ever 
excite  that  of  the  men. — The  befieged, 
animated  by  this  gallant  facrifice  of  the 
fair,  renewed  their  defence  with  fuch  vi¬ 
gour,  that  the  affailants  were  beat  off;  and 
a  reinforcement  foon  after  arriving,  the 
city  was  faved.— The  ladies  ftill  value  them- 
felves  on  this  ftory,  which  you  may  believe 
has  not  been  forgotten  by  their  bards. — 
“  The  hair  of  our  ladies  (fays  one  of  their 
«  quaint  poets)  is  ftill  employed  in  the 
“  fame  office ;  but  now  it  difcharges  no 

“  other 
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«  other  lhafts  but  thofe  of  Cupid  ;  and  the 
«  only  cords  it  forms  are  the  cords  of 
“  love.” 

The  Sicilians  are  much  fonder  of  ftudy 
than  their  neighbours  on  the  continent; 
and  their  education  is  much  more  attended 
to.  We  were  a  good  deal  furprifed  to  find, 
that  inftead  of  that  frivolity  and  nothing- 
nefs,  which  fo  often  conftitute  the  convex— 
fation  of  the  Italian  nobility,  here  their 
delight  was  to  talk  on  fubje£ts  of  literature, 
of  hiftory,  of  politics,  but  chiefly  of  po¬ 
etry  ;  for  the  other  branches  of  knowledge 
and  fcience  are  only  general :  this  is  the 
only  one  that  may  be  faid  to  be  univerfah 
Every  perfon  in  fome  period  of  his  life, 
is  fure  to  be  infpired ;  and  a  lover  is  ne¬ 
ver  believed  fo  long  as  he  can  fpeak  of  his 
paffion  in  profe ;  and,  contrary  to  our  way 
of  reafoning,  is  only  reckoned  true  in 
proportion  as  he  is  poetical.  Thus,  inlpi- 

ration. 
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ration,  you  fee,  has  here  become  the  teiffc 
of  truth. 

We  were  aftonifhed  on  our  firft  arrival 
at  Palermo,  to  hear  ourfelves  add  re  fled  in 
Englifh  by  fome  of  the  young  nobility; 
but  {fill  more  fo,  to  find  them  intimately 
acquainted  with  many  of  our  celebrated 
poets  and  philofophers. —-Milton,  Shake- 
fpeare,  Dryden,  Pope,  Bacon,  Boling- 
broke  we  found  in  feveral  libraries,  not  in 
the  tranflation,  but  generally  in  the  belt 
editions  of  the  original. 

Our  language,  indeed,  has  become  fo 
much  in  vogue,  that  it  is  now  looked  upon 
as  no  immaterial  part  of  a  polite  edu¬ 
cation  :  the  viceroy,  the  Marquis  Fogli- 
ano,  a  man  of  great  merit  and  humanity, 
has  made  fome  of  our  authors  his  favou¬ 
rite  ftudy,  and  greatly  encourages  the  pro- 
grefs  it  is  making  in  his  kingdom.  Many 

of 
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of  the  nobility  fpeak  it  a  little ;  and  fome 
of  them  even  with  eafe  and  fluency,  al¬ 
though  they  have  never  been  out  of  their 
ifland.  The  Marquis  Natali,  the  Counts 
Statela  and  Bufchemi,  the  Duke  of  St. 
Micheli,  &c.  ;  in  whofe  company  we  have 
enjoyed  a  great  deal  of  pleafure,  and  whofe 
knowledge  and  erudition  is  the  leaft  part  of 
their  praife.  Adieu. 


Yours,  &c. 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 

Palermo,  July  28th. 

T  HAD  almoft  forgot  to  fay  any  thing 
A  of  the  opera It  would  have  been  very 
ungrateful,  for  we  have  been  much  de¬ 
lighted  with  it.  The  firft  and  fecond  man, 
are  both  admirable  fingers,  and  I  make  no 
doubt  you  will  have  them  in  London  in  a 
few  years ;  neither  of  them  are  as  yet 
known,  and  I  dare  fay  at  prefent  they  might 
be  engaged  for  a  very  moderate  price ;  but 
in  Italy  they  will  foon  be  taught  to  eftimate 
their  value. — The  name  of  the  firft  is  Pa- 
cherotti ;  he  is  very  young,  and  an  entire 
ftranger  in  the  mufical  world  ;  yet  I  am 
perfuaded,  that  after  he  has  been  heaid  on 
the  different  theatres  in  Italy,  he  will  be 
efteemed  one  of  their  capital  performers. 
His  excellence  is  the  pathetic,  at  prefent 

too 
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too  much  neglected  on  moft  theatres';  and 
indeed,  I  think,  he  gives  more  expreflion 
to  his  cantabile  airs,  and  makes  his  hearers 
feel  more,  becaufe  he  feels  more  himfelf, 
than  any  that  I  have  feen  in  Italy.  He  in¬ 
deed  addrefles  himfelf  to  the  heart,  while 
moft  of  the  modern  performers  ling  only 
to  the  fancy. 

The  firft  woman  is  Gabrieli;  who  is 
certainly  the  greateft  finger  in  the  world : 
and  thofe  that  fing  on  the  fame  theatre 
with  her  muft  be  capital,  otherwife  they 
never  can  be  attended  to.  This  indeed 
has  been  the  fate  of  all  the  other  per¬ 
formers,  except  Pacherotti;  and  he  too 
gave  himfelf  up  for  loft,  on  hearing  her 
firft  performance. — It  happened  to  be  an 
air  of  execution,  exactly  adapted  to  her 
voice,  which  fhe  exerted  in  fo  aftonfthing 
a  manner,  that  before  it  was  half  done, 
poor  Pacherotti  burft  out  a  crying,  and  ran 
in  behind  the  icenes ;  lamenting  that  he 

had 
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had  dared  to  appear  on  the  fame  ftage  with 
fo  wonderful  a  finger  ;  where  his  fmall 
talents  mull  not  only  be  loft,  but  where  he 
muft  ever  be  accufed  of  a  prefumption, 
which  he  hoped  was  foreign  to  his  cha¬ 
racter. 

It  was  with  fome  difficulty  they  could 
prevail  on  him  to  appear  again,  but  from 
an  applaufe  well  merited,  both  from  his 
talents  and  his  modefty,  he  foon  began  to 
pluck  up  a  little  courage  ;  and  in  the  fing- 
ing  of  a  tender  air,  addrefled  to  Gabrieli  in 
the  character  of  a  lover,  even  (lie  herfelf, 
as  well  as  the  audience,  is  faid  to  have  been 
moved. 

Indeed,  in  thefe  very  pathetic  pieces,  I 
am  furprifed  that  the  power  of  the  mufic 
does  not  fometimes  altogether  overcome  the 
delufion  of  charader ;  for  when  you  are 
mafter  of  the  language,  and  allow  the 
united  power  of  the  poetry,  the  aCtion,  and 

the 
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the  mufic,  to  have  its  full  force  on  the 
mind,  the  effect  is  wonderfully  great. — * 
However  I  have  never  heard  that  this  hap¬ 
pened  completely  but  once  ;  and  it  was  no 
lefs  a  finger  than  Farinelli  that  produced 
it. — He  appeared  in  the  charader  of  a 
young  captive  hero,  and  in  a  tender  air  was 
foliciting  mercy  for  his  miftrefs  and  himfelf 
of  a  Hern  and  cruel  tyrant  who  had  made 
them  his  prifoners.  The  perfon  that  aded 
the  tyrant  was  fo  perfedly  overcome  by  the 
melting  {trains  of  Farinelli,  that  inftead  of 
refufing  his  requeft  as  he  ought  to  have 
done,  he  entirely  forgot  his  charader,  burft 
into  tears,  and  caught  him  in  his  arms. 

The  performance  of  Gabrieli  is  fo  gene¬ 
rally  known  and  admired,  that  it  is  need- 
lefs  to  fay  any  thing  to  you  on  that  fub- 
jed.  Fler  wonderful  execution  and  vo¬ 
lubility  of  voice  have  long  been  the  admi¬ 
ration  of  Italy,  and  has  even  obliged  them 
to  invent  a  new  term  to  exprpfs  it ;  and 
Vol.  II.  Y  would 
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would  fhe  exert  herfelf  as  much  to  pleafe 
as  to  aftonifh,  fhe  might  almoft  perform 
the  wonders  that  have  been  afcribed  to 
Orpheus  and  Timotheus ;  but  it  happens, 
luckily  perhaps  for  the  repofe  of  mankind, 
that  her  caprice  is,  if  poffible,  even  greater 
than  her  talents,  and  has  made  her  ftill 
more  contemptible  than  thefe  have  made 
her  celebrated.  By  this  means,  her  charac¬ 
ter  has  often  proved  a  fufficient  antidote, 
both  to  the  charms  of  her  voice  and  thofe  of 
her  perfon,  which  are  indeed  almoft  equally 
powerful ;  but  if  thefe  had  been  united  to 
the  qualities  of  a  modeft  and  an  amiable 
mind,  fhe  muft  have  made  dreadful  havoc 
in  the  world.  However,  with  all  her  faults, 
fhe  is  certainly  the  moft  dangerous  fyren 
of  modern  times,  and  has'  made  more 
conquefts,  I  fuppofe,  than  any  one  woman 
breathing. 

It  is  but  juftice  to  add,  that  contrary  to 

the  generality  of  her  profeffion,  fhe  is  by  no 

means 


SICILY  AND  MALTA.  323 

means  felfifh  or  mercenary ;  but  on  the 
contrary,  has  given  many  fingular  proofs  of 
generofity  and  difmtereftednefs.  She  is 
very  rich  ;  from  the  bounty,  as  is  fuppofed, 
of  the  la  ft  emperor,  who  was  fond  of  hav¬ 
ing  her  at  Vienna ;  but  fhe  was  at  laft  ba- 
nifhed  that  city,  as  fhe  has  likewife  been 
moft  of  thofe  in  Italy,  from  the  broils  and 
fquabbles  that  her  intriguing  fpirit,  perhaps 
ftill  more  than  her  beauty,  had  excited. 
There  are  a  great  many  anecdotes  concern¬ 
ing  her,  that  would  not  make  an  unenter¬ 
taining  volume  ;  and,  I  am  told,  either  are, 
or  will  foon  be  publifhed. 

Although  fhe  is  confiderably  upwards  of 
thirty,  on  the  ftage  fhe  fcarcely  appears  to 
be  eighteen ;  and  this  art  of  appearing 
young,  is  none  of  the  moft  contemptible 
that  flie  pofleffes. — When  fhe  is  in  good 
humour,  and  really  chufes  to  exert  herfelf, 
there  is  nothing  in  mufic  that  I  have  ever 
Y  2  heard, 
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heard,  to  be  compared  to  her  performance  ; 
for  fhe  fings  to  the  heart  as  well  as  the 
fancy,  when  fhe  pleafes;  and  fhe  then  com¬ 
mands  every  paffion  with  unbounded  fway. 
But  fhe  is  feldom  capable  of  exercifing 
thefe  wonderful  powers;  and  her  caprice 
and  her  talents  exerting  themfelves  by  turns, 
have  given  her,  all  her  life,  the  lingular 
fate  of  becoming  alternately  an  objedt  of 
admiration  and  of  contempt. 

Her  powers  in  acting  and  reciting,  are 
fcarcely  inferior  to  thofe  of  her  finging ; 
fometimes,  a  few  words  m  the  recitative, 
with  a  fimple  accompaniment  only,  pro¬ 
duces  an  effeit,  that  I  have  never  been  fen- 
fible  of  from  any  other  performer  ;  and  in¬ 
clines  me  to  believe  what  Rouffeau  advances 
on  this  branch  of  mufic,  which  with  us  is 
fo  much  defpifed.  She  owes  much  of  hei 
merit  to  the  inftruitions  fhe  received  from 
Meteftafio,  particularly  in  ailing  and  recit- 
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ing ;  and  he  allows  that  fhe  does  more 
juftice  to  his  operas  than  any  other  a&refs 
that  ever  attempted  them. 

Her  caprice  is  fo  fixed  and  fo  ftubborn, 
that  neither  intereft,  nor  flattery,  nor 
threats,  nor  punifhments,  have  the  leaft 
power  over  it ;  and  it  appears,  that  treat¬ 
ing  her  with  refpe£t  or  contempt,  have  an 
equal  tendency  to  increafe  it. 

It  is  feldom  that  fhe  condefcends  to  exert 
thefe  wonderful  talents  ;  but  moft  particu¬ 
larly  if  fhe  imagines  that  fuch  an  exertion  is 
expefted.  And  inftead  of  finging  her  airs 
as  other  a&refies  do,  for  the  moft  part  fhe 
only  hums  them  over,  a  mezzo,  voce .  And 
no  art  whatever  is  capable  of  making  her 
fing,  when  fhe  does  not  chufe  it. 

The  moft  fuccefsful  expedient  has  ever 
been  found,  to  prevail  on  her  favourite 
lover,  for  fhe  always  has  one,  to  place  him- 

Y  3  felf 
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felf  in  the  center  of  the  pit,  or  the  front 
box  ;  and  if  they  are  on  good  terms,  which 
is  feldom  the  cafe,  fhe  will  addrefs  her  ten¬ 
der  airs  to  him,  and  exeit  heifeli  to  the 
utmofl.— -Her  prefent  enamorato  promifed 
to  give  us  this  fpecimen  of  his  power  over 
her  ;  he  took  his  place  accordingly  ;  but 
Gabrieli,  probably  fufpe&ing  the  conni¬ 
vance,  would  take  no  notice  of  him  ;  fo 
that  even  this  expedient  does  not  always 
fucceed. 

The  viceroy,  who  is  fond  of  muiic,  has 
tried  every  method  with  her  to  no  puipofe. 
Sometime  ago  he  gave  a  great  dinner  to 
the  principal  nobility  of  Palermo,  and  fent 
an  invitation  to  Gabrieli  to  be  of  the  party. 
Every  other  perfon  arrived  at  tne  houi  of 
invitation.  The  viceroy  ordered  dinner  to 
be  kept  back,  and  fent  to  let  her  know  that 
the  company  waited  her.  The  meffenger 
found  her  reading  in  bed  ;  fhe  faid  fhe 
was  forry  for  having  made  the  company 

wait, 
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wait,  and  begged  he  would  make  her  apo¬ 
logy,  but  that  really  fhe  had  entirely  for¬ 
got  her  engagement. 

The  viceroy  would  have  forgiven  this  piece 
of  infolence,  but,  when  the  company  came 
to  the  opera,  Gabrieli  repeated  her  part  with 
the  moll  perfect  negligence  and  indiffe¬ 
rence,  and  fung  all  her  airs  in  what  they 
call  fotto  voce,  that  is,  fo  low,  that  they 
can  fcarcely  be  heard.  The  viceroy  was  of¬ 
fended  ;  but  as  he  is  a  good-tempered  man, 
he  was  loth  to  make  ufe  of  authority  ;  but 
at  laft,  by  a  perfeverance  in  this  infolent 
flubbornnefs,  fhe  obliged  him  to  threaten 
her  with  punifhment  in  cafe  fhe  any  longer 
refufed  to  fmg. 

On  this  fhe  grew  more  obftinate  than 
ever,  declaring  that  force  and  author  ity 
fhould  never  fucceed  with  her  j  that  he 
might  make  her  cry,  but  that  he  never 
could  make  her  fing.  The  viceroy  then 

Y  4  feat 
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lent  her  to  prifon,  where  fire  remained 
twelve  days.  During  which  time,  Ihe 
gave  magnificent  entertainments  every  day; 
paid  the  debts  of  all  the  poor  prifoners,  and 
diftributed  large  fums  in  charity.  The 
viceroy  was  obliged  to  give  up  ftruggling 
with  her,  and  lire  was  at  laft  let  at  liberty 

amidit  the  acclamations  of  the  poor. - 

Luckily  for  us,  £he  is  at  prefent  in  good 
humour,  and  fometimes  exerts  herfelf  to 
the  utmoft  of  her  power. 

She  fays  Ihe  has  feveral  times  been  on 
terms  with  the  managers  of  our  opera,  but 
thinks  Ihe  lhall  never  be  able  to  pluck 
up  refolution  enough  to  go  to  England. 

What  do  you  think  is  her  reafon  L - It  is 

by  no  means  a  bad  one.  She  fays  lire  can¬ 
not  command  her  caprice ;  but,  for  the 
nroft  part,  that  it  commands  her;  and  that 
there  fhe  could  have  no  opportunity  of  in¬ 
dulging  it For,  fays  Ihe,  were  I  to  take  it 
into  my  head  not  to  ling,  I  am  told  the 

people 
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people  there  would  certainly  mob  me,  and 
perhaps  break  my  bones  ; — now  I  like  to 
fleep  in  a  found  {kin,  although  it  fhould 
even  be  in  a  prifon. — She  alleges  too,  that  it 
is  not  always  caprice  that  prevents  her  from 
finging ;  but  that  it  often  depends  upon 
phyfical  caufes  ;  and  this  indeed  I  can  rea¬ 
dily  believe  :  for  that  wonderful  flexibility 
of  voice  that  runs  with  fuch  rapidity  and 
neatnefs  through  the  moil:  minute  divifions^ 
and  produces  almoft  inftantaneoufly  fo  great 
a  variety  of  modulation,  mull  furely  de¬ 
pend  on  the  very  niceft  tone  of  the  fibres. 
And  if  thefe  are  in  the  fmalleft  degree 
relaxed,  or  their  elafticity  diminifhed  ;  how 
is  it  poflible  that  their  contra&ions  and 
expanfions  can  fo  readily  obey  the  will,  as 
to  produce  thefe  effects  ? — The  opening  of 
the  glottis  which  forms  the  voice  is  ex¬ 
tremely  fmall,  and  in  every  variety  of 
tone,  its  diameter  muft  fuffer  a  fenfible 
change ;  for  the  fame  diameter  muft  ever 
produce  the  fame  tone  : — So  wonderfully 

minute 
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minute  are  its  contractions  and  dilatations, 
that  Dr.  Keil,  I  think,  computes,  that  in 
fome  voices,  its  opening,  not  more  than  the 
tenth  of  an  inch,  is  divided  into  upwards 
of  1 200  parts,  the  different  found  of  every¬ 
one  of  which  is  perceptible  to  an  exaCt  ear. 
Now,  what  a  nice  tenfion  of  fibres  mull 
this  require  ! — I  fhould  imagine  every  the 
moft  minute  change  in  the  air,  muft  caufe  a 
fenfible  difference,  and  that  in  our  foggy 
climate  the  fibres  would  be  in  danger  of 
lofing  this  wonderful  fenfibility ;  or  at 
leaf!:,  that  they  would  very  often  be  put  out 
of  tune.  It  is  not  the  fame  cafe  with  an 
ordinary  voice  ;  where  the  variety  of  divi- 
fions  run  through,  and  the  volubility  with 
which  they  are  executed,  bear  no  propor¬ 
tion  to  thofe  of  a  Gabrieli. 

One  of  the  ballets  of  our  opera,  is  a  re- 
prefentation  of  Vauxhall  gardens,  and  this 
is  the  third  time  I  have  feen  Vauxhall 
brought  upon  the  Italian  theatre  ;  at  Turin, 

at 
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at  Naples,  and  here.  The  gardens  are  well 
reprefented,  and  the  idea  rauft  have  been 
given  by  fome  perfon  that  had  been  on  the 
{pot.  A  variety  of  good  Englifh  figures 
are  brought  in  :  fome  with  large  frizzled 
wigs  flicking  half  a  yard  out  behind  their 
necks  ;  fome  with  little  cut  fcratches,  that 
look  extremely  ridiculous.  Some  come  in 
cracking  their  whips,  with  buckfkin  breeches 
and  jocky  caps.  Some  are  armed  with 
great  oaken  flicks ;  their  hair  tied  up  in 
enormous  clubs,  and  flocks  that  fwell  their 
necks  to  double  its  natural  fize.  But  what 
affords  the  principal  part  of  the  entertain¬ 
ment  is,  three  quakers  who  are  duped  by 
three  ladies  of  the  town,  in  concert  with 
three  jack  tars,  their  lovers. — Thefe  cha¬ 
mbers,  as  you  may  believe,  are  much  ex¬ 
aggerated,  though,  upon  the  whole,  they 
are  fupported  with  humour,  and  have  af¬ 
forded  us  a  good  deal  of  laughing ;  how¬ 
ever  we  were  hurt  to  fee  the  refpebable 

chamber 
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character  of  quakers  turned  into  fuch  ridi¬ 
cule  ;  and  as  the  people  here  were  altoge¬ 
ther  unacquainted  with  it,  we  have  been 
at  fome  pains  to  explain  to  them  the  fim- 
plicity  and  purity  of  their  manners,  and 
the  incorruptible  integrity  of  their  prin¬ 
ciples. 

Although  the  Sicilians  in  general  are  a 
good  fort  of  people,  and  feem  to  be  endow¬ 
ed  with  a  large  fhare  of  philanthropy  and 
urbanity;  yet  it  mail  be  owned  they  have 
no  great  affedion  for  their  neighbours  on 
the  continent;  and  indeed  the  diflike  is 
altogether  reciprocal. — It  is  fomewhat  fm- 
gular;  I  am  afraid  not  much  for  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  human  nature  ;  that  through  all 
Europe,  the  two  neighbouring  nations  have 
a  perpetual  jarring  with  each  other. — -I 
could  heartily  wifh  that  we  had  been  an  ex¬ 
ception  from  this  rule ;  but  am  forry  to  fee, 
from  our  news- papers,  which  are  fent  to 

the 
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the  nobility  of  this  city,  that  at  prefent, 
we  are  rather  the  moft  diftinguifhed  for  it ; 
at  leaft  our  animofities,  if  there  really  are 
any,  make  by  much  the  greateft  noife  of 
all. — We  have  often  been  afked  by  foreign¬ 
ers  what  was  the  ground  of  the  mighty 
quarrel  that  fuch  torrents  of  the  moft  il¬ 
liberal  abufe  have  been  poured  out  by  a 
people  fo  celebrated  for  liberality  of  fen- 
timent ;  and  it  is  with  difficulty  we  can 
perfuade  them,  that  although  from  the 
papers,  this  fometimes  appears  to  be  the 
voice  of  the  nation,  yet  in  fad,  it  is  only 
confined  to  a  fet  of  the  moft  worthlefs  and 
defpicable  incendiaries ;  like  him  who  fet 
the  houfe  in  a  flame,  on  purpofe  to  pilfer 
during  the  conflagration.— But  the  abufe 
that  is  levelled  at  the  king,  furprifes  them 
more  than  all  the  reft ;  and  you  cannot 
onceive  their  amazement  and  indigna¬ 
tion  when  we  aflured  them,  that  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this,  he  was  the  moft  vir¬ 
tuous 
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tuous  and  benevolent  prince  on  earth. - 

Then,  exclaimed  a  Sicilian  nobleman,  you 
muft  certainly  be  the  moft  damnable  people 
on  the  globe.---I  was  a  good  deal  ftruck 
with  the  fuddennefs  of  the  charge;  and 
it  was  not  without  many  explanations  of 
the  liberty  of  our  conftitution,  and  particu¬ 
larly  that  of  the  prefs,  that  I  could  prevail 
with  him  to  retraCt  his  fentiments ;  and 
think  more  favourably  of  us. — Still  he  in- 
lifted,  that  fo  egregious  an  abufe  of  this 
liberty,  was  only  a  farther  proof  of  his  po- 
fition  ;  and  that  there  muft  be  fomething 
eflentially  wrong,  in  a  nation  that  could 
allow  of  fuch  abufe  levelled  at  the  moft 
facred  of  all  characters  :  the  higheft  virtue 
united  to  the  higheft  ftation.  We  allured 
him,  that  what  he  heard,  was  only  the 
voice  of  the  moft  abandoned  and  profligate 
wretches  in  the  nation ;  who,  taking  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  great  freedom  of  the  prefs, 
had  often  made  thefe  news-papers  the 
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vehicles  of  the  molt  deteftable  fedition. 
That  both  the  king  and  queen  were  be¬ 
loved  by  all  their  fubjedts,  at  leaft  by  all 
thofe  of  worth  ; — that  they  never  were 
fpoken  of  but  as  the  moft  perfect  model 
of  conjugal  union  and  happinefs,  as  well 
as  of  every  focial  endowment ;  and  that 
they  could  have  no  enemies,  but  the  ene¬ 
mies  of  virtue. 

However,  after  all,  we  could  but  patch 
up  a  peace  with  him.  He  could  not 
comprehend  (he  faid)  how  the  voice  of  a 
few  incendiaries  fhould  be  louder  than 
the  general  voice  of  the  nation. — We  told 
him,  that  people  who  were  pleafed  com¬ 
monly  held  their  tongue  ;  and  that  fedi¬ 
tion  and  libel  ever  made  a  greater  noife 
than  panegyric;  juft  as  the  fire-bell  is  rung 
louder,  and  is  more  liftened  to  than  the 
bell  for  rejoicing. 


Adieu. 
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Adieu.  Our  pilot  fays  the  wind  is  not 
fair,  fo  that  poffibly  we  may  ftill  flay  a 
day  or  two  longer. 


Ever  yours. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 


Palerrr.o,  July  29th. 


ERE  I  to  enter  upon  the  natural 


V  V  hiflory  of  this  ifland,  it  would  lead 
me  into  a  vaft  field  of  fpeculation,  for 
which  I  have  neither  time  nor  abilities  : 
However,  a  variety  of  objects  ftruck  us  as 
we  travelled  along,  that  it  may  not  be 
amifs  to  give  you  fome  little  account  of. — • 
There  are  a  variety  of  mineral  waters,  al- 
moft  through  the  whole  of  Sicily.  Many 
of  thefe  are  boiling  hot ;  others  flill  more 
fingular,  are  of  a  degree  of  cold  fuperior 
to  that  of  ice,  and  yet  never  freeze. 

In  feveral  places,  they  have  fountains 
that  throw  up  a  kind  of  oil  on  their  furface, 
which  is  of  great  ufe  to  the  peafants,  who 
Diirn  it  in  their  lamps,  and  ufe  it  to  many 
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other  purpofes ;  but  there  is  ftill  a  more 
remarkable  one  near  Nicofia  which  is  called 
II fonte  Canalotto .  It  is  covered  with  a 
thick  fcum  of  a  kind  of  pitch,  which 
amongft  the  country  people  is  efteemed  a 
fovereign  remedy  in  rheumatic,  and  many 
other  complaints. 

The  water  of  a  fmall  lake  near  Nafo 
is  celebrated  for  dying  black  everything 
that  is  put  into  it ;  and  this  it  is  faid  to 
perform  without  the  mixture  of  any  other 
ingredient,  although  the  water  itfelf  is 
remarkably  pure  and  tranfparent. 

They  have  a  variety  of  fulphureous 
baths,  like  thofe  near  Naples,  where  the 
patient  is  thrown  into  a  profufe  fweat, 
only  from  the  heat  of  the  vapour.  The 
moft  celebrated  are  thofe  of  Sciaccia,  and 
on  the  mountain  of  St.  Cologero ;  not  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  JEtna,  as  I  expected, 

but 
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but  at  a  great  diftance  from  that  mountain. 
But  indeed  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe, 
that  not  only  mount  iEtna,  but  the  greateft 
part  of  Sicily,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
circumjacent  iflands,  have  been  originally 
formed  by  fubterraneous  fire ;  but  I  Ihall 
have  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  more 
largely  on  this  fubjedt,  when  I  give  you 
an  account  of  the  country  round  Naples. 

I  have  obferved  lava,  pumice,  and  tufa 
in  many  parts  of  Sicily  ;  at  a  great  diftance 
from  iEtna  ;  and  there  are  a  variety  both 
of  mountains  and  valleys  that  ftill  emit 
a  hot  vapour,  and  produce  fprings  of  boil¬ 
ing  water. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  weft  of 
this  city,  at  a  finall  beach  where  we  offen 
go  a  fwimming,  there  are  many  fprings  of 
warm  water  that  rife  even  within  the  fea, 
at  the  depth  of  five  or  fix  feet.  We  were 
at  firft  a  good  deal  furprifed  to  find  our- 

Z  2  felves 
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felves  almoft  inftantaneoufly  both  in  the 
hot  and  cold  bath  ;  for  at  one  llroke  we 
commonly  paffed  through  the  hot  water, 
which  only  extends  for  a  few  feet  around 
the  fpring.  It  gave  us  a  momentary  glow, 
and  produced  a  very  odd,  uncouth  fen- 
fation,  by  no  means  an  agreeable  one.  I 
mentioned  this  Angularity  to  feveral  gen¬ 
tlemen  here,  who  tell  me  they  have  ob- 
ferved  the  fame  thing. 

Not  a  great  way  from  this  is  a  cele¬ 
brated  fountain,  called  II  Mar  Dolce , 
where  there  are  fome  remains  of  an  ancient 
naumachia ;  and:  in  the  mountain  above 
it  they  fhew  you  a  cavern,  where  a 
gigantic  fkeleton  is  faid  to  have  been 
found  :  however,  it  fell  to  dull  when  they 
attempted  to  remove  it. — Fazzello  fays,  its 
teeth  were  the  only  part  that  refilled  the 
impreffion  of  the  air;  that  he  procured 
two  of  them,  and  that  they  weighed  near 
two  ounces. — There  are  many  fuch  ftories 

to 
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to  be  met  with  in  the  Sicilian  legends,  as  it 
feems  to  be  an  univerfal  belief,  that  this 
ifland  was  once  inhabited  by  giants ;  but 
although  we  have  made  diligent  inquiry, 
we  have  never  yet  been  able  to  procure  a 
fight  of  any  of  thefe  gigantic  bones  which 
are  faid  to  be  ftill  preferved  in  many  part, 
of  the  ifland.  Had  there  been  any  foun¬ 
dation  for  this,  I  think  it  is  probable,  they 
mull  have  found  their  way  into  fome  of  the 
mufeums ;  but  this  is  not  the  cafe ;  nor 
indeed  have  we  met  with  any  perfon  of 
fenfe  and  credibility  that  could  fay  they  had 
feen  any  of  them.  We  had  been  affured 
at  Naples,  that  an  entire  Ikeleton,  up¬ 
wards  of  ten  feet  high,  was  preferved  in 
the  mufeum  of  Palermo;  but  there  is  no 
fuch  thing  there,  nor  I  believe  any  where 
elfe  in  the  ifland.  This  mufeum  is  well 
furnifhed  both  with  antiques  and  articles 
of  natural  hiftory,  but  is  not  fuperior  to 
what  we  have  feen  in  many  other  places. 
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The  number  of  fouls  in  Palermo  are 
computed  at  about  150,000.  Thofe  of 
the  whole  ifland,  by  the  laft  numeration, 
amounted  to  1,123,163  ;  of  which  num¬ 
ber  there  are  about  50,000  that  belong  to 
the  different  monafteries  and  religious  or¬ 
ders.  The  number  of  houfes  are  com¬ 
puted  at  268,120,  which  makes  betwixt 
five  and  fix  to  a  houfe. 

The  great  handing  commodity  of  Sicily, 
which  has  ever  conftituted  the  riches  of  the 
ifland,  was  their  crops  of  wheat ;  but  they 
cultivate  many  other  branches  of  com¬ 
merce,  though  none  that  could  bear  any 
proportion  to  this,  were  it  under  a  free 
government,  and  exportation  allowed. 
Their  method  of  preferving  their  grain 
will  appear  fomewhat  Angular  to  our  far¬ 
mers  :  inftead  of  expofing  it,  as  we  do,  to 
the  open  air,  they  are  at  the  greatefl:  pains 
to  exclude  it  entirely  from  it.— In  many 
places,  where  the  foil  is  dry,  particularly 
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near  Agrigentum,  they  have  dug  large  pits 
or  caverns  in  the  rock.  Thefe  open  by  a 
fmall  hole  at  top,  and  fwell  to  a  great 
width  below  ;  here  they  pour  down  their 
grain,  after  it  has  been  made  exceedingly 
dry ;  and  ramming  it  hard,  they  cover  up 
the  hole,  to  proted  it  from  rain  ;  and  they 
a {fure  us  it  will  preferve  in  this  manner  for 
many  years. 

The  Soda  is  a  plant  that  is  much  culti¬ 
vated,  and  turns  out  to  considerable  ac¬ 
count.  This  is  the  vegetable,  that  by  the 
adion  of  fire,  is  afterwards  converted  into 
mirrors  and  chryflals.  Great  quantities  of 
it  are  fent  every  year  to  fupply  the  glafs- 
lioufes  at  Venice. — They  have  like  wife  a 
confiderable  trade  in  liquorice,  rice,  figs, 
raifins,  and  currants,  the  beft  of  which 
grow  amongfl:  the  extinguifhed  volcanoes 
of  the  Lipari  Hands.  Their  honey  is,  I 
think,  the  higheft  flavoured  I  have  ever 
feen ;  in  fome  parts  of  the  Aland  even 
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fuperior  to  that  of  Minorca :  this  is  owing, 
no  doubt,  to  the  quantity  of  aromatic 
plants,  with  which  this  beautiful  country 
is  every  where  overfpread.  This  honey  is 
gathered  three  months  in  the  year  ;  July, 
Auguft,  and  O&ober.  It  is  found  by  the 
peafants  in  the  hollows  of  trees  and  rocks  j 
and  is  eheemed  of  a  fuperior  quality  to  that 
produced  under  the  tyranny  of  man. — 
The  country  of  the  Leffer  Hybla  is  hill,  as 
formerly,  the  part  of  the  ifland  that  is 
mofl  celebrated  for  honey.  The  Count 
Statela  made  us  a  prefent  of  fome  of  it, 
gathered  on  his  brother  the  Prince  of 
Spaccaforno’s  ehate,  which  lies  near  the 
ruins  of  that  city. 

Sugar  is  now  no  article  of  the  Sicilian 
commerce,  though  a  fmall  quantity  of  it  is 
Rill  manufactured  for  home-confumption  ; 
but  the  plantations  of  the  fugar-cane,  I  am 
told,  thrive  well  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
ifland. 
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The  juice  of  liquorice  is  prepared  both 
here  and  in  Calabria,  and  is  fent  to  the 
northern  countries  of  Europe,  where  it  is 
ufed  for  colds. — The  juice  is  fqueezed  out 
of  the  roots  ;  after  which  it  is  boiled  to  a 
confiftency,  and  formed  into  cakes,  which 
are  packed  up  with  bay-leaves  in  the  fame 
order  that  we  receive  them. 

In  fome  of  the  northern  parts  of  the 
ifland,  I  am  told,  they  find  the  Ihell-fifh 
that  produces  a  kind  of  flax,  of  which 
gloves  and  ftockings  are  made  ;  but  thefe 
two  are  found  in  greater  quantities  in  Ca¬ 
labria. 

Their  plantations  of  oranges,  lemons, 
bergamots,  almonds,  &c.  produce  no  in~ 
confiderable  branch  of  commerce.  The 
piftachio-nut  too  is  much  cultivated  in 
many  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  with  great 
fticcefs.  Thefe  trees,  like  many  others,  are 

male 
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male  and  female :  the  male  is  called  Scor - 
nobecco ,  and  is  always  barren  *,  but  unlefs  a 
quantity  of  thefe  are  mixed  in  every  planta¬ 
tion,  the  piftachio-tree  never  bears  a  nut.— 
But  of  all  the  variety  that  is  cultivated  in 
Sicily,  the  manna-tree  is  efteemed  the  moft 
profitable ;  it  refembles  the  afh,  and  is  I 
believe  of  that  fpecies.  About  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  Auguft,  during  the  feafon  of  the 
greateft  heat,  they  make  an  incifion  in  the 
bark,  near  to  the  root  of  the  tree ;  a  thick 
•whitifh  liquor  is  immediately  difcharged 
from  the  wound,  which  foon  hardens  in 
the  fun,  when  it  is  carefully  taken  off  and 
gathered  into  boxes.  They  renew  thefe 
incifions  every  day  during  the  feafon,  ob- 
ferving,  however,  only  to  wound  one  fide 
of  the  tree  ;  the  other  fide  they  referve  for 
the  fummer  following. 

The  cantharides-fly  is  a  Sicilian  commo¬ 
dity  :  it  is  found  on  feveral  trees  of  JEtna, 
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whofe  juice  is  fuppofed  to  have  a  corrofive 
or  abfterfive  quality,  particularly  the  pine 
and  the  fig-tree ;  and  I  am  told  the  can- 
tharides  of  Mount  iEtna  are  reckoned  pre¬ 
ferable  to  thofe  of  Spain. 

The  marbles  of  Sicily  would  afford  a 
great  fource  of  opulence,  were  there  any 
encouragement  to  work  the  quarries  :  of 
thefe  they  have  an  infinite  variety,  and  of 
the  fineft  forts.  I  have  feen  fome  of  them 
little  inferior  to  the  giall  and  verd  antique, 
that  is  now  fo  precious.  T  he  beautiful 
yellow  columns  you  muft  have  obferved 
in  the  royal  chapel  of  Cafferto  are  of  the 
firft  kind.  They  have  likewife  fome  that 
very  much  refemble  lapis  lazuli  and  por¬ 
phyry. 

At  Centorbi  they  find  a  kind  of  foft  ftone 
that  ditTolves  in  water,  and  is  ufed  in  waffl¬ 
ing  inftead  of  foap}  from  which  property 

it 
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it  is  called  Pietra  Saponaro.  They  likewife 
find  here,  as  well  as  in  Calabria,  the  cele¬ 
brated  ftone,  which,  upon  being  watered 
and  expofed  to  a  pretty  violent  degree  of 
heat,  produces  a  plentiful  crop  of  mufh- 
rooms  : — Tut  it  would  be  endlefs  to  give 
you  an  account  of  all  the  various  com¬ 
modities  and  curious  productions  of  this 
ifland ;  ./Etna  alone  affords  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  than  many  of  the  moft  extenfive  king¬ 
doms,  and  is  no  lefs  an  epitome  of  the 
whole  earth  in  its  foil  and  climate,  than  in 
the  variety  of  its  productions.- — Befides  the 
corn,  the  wine,  the  oil,  the  filk,  the  fpice, 
and  delicious  fruits  of  its  lower  region  ; 
the  beautiful  forefts,  the  flocks,  the  game, 
the  tar,  the  cork,  the  honey,  of  its  fecond  ; 
the  fnow  and  ice  of  its  third ;  it  affords 
from  its  caverns  a  variety  of  mineral  and 
other  productions  ;  cinnabar,  mercury,  ful- 
phur,  allum,  nitre,  and  vitriol  ;  fo  that 
this  wonderful  mountain  at  the  fame  time 
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produces  every  neceflary  and  every  luxury 
of  life. 

Its  firft  region  covers  their  tables  with 
all  the  delicacies  that  the  earth  produces ; 
its  fecond  fupplies  them  with  game,  cheefe, 
butter,  honey;  and  not  only  furniihes 
wood  of  every  kind  for  building  their  fhips 
and  houfes,  but  likewife  an  inexhauftible 
flore  of  excellent  fewel ;  and  as  the  third 
region,  with  its  ice  and  fnow,  keeps  them 
frefh  and  cool  during  the  heat  of  fummer, 
fo  this  contributes  equally  to  keep  them 
warm  and  comfortable  during  the  cold  of 
winter. 

Thus,  you  fee,  the  variety  of  climates  is 
not  confined  to  iEtna  itfelf ;  but,  in  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  voice  of  man,  defcends  from 
that  mountain  ;  and  mingling  the  violence 
of  their  extremes,  diffufes  the  moft  benign 
influences  all  over  the  ifland,  tempering 

each 
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each  other  to  moderation,  and  foftening  the 
rigours  of  every  feafon. 

We  are  not  then  to  be  furprifed  at  the 
obftinate  attachment  of  the  people  to  this 
mountain,  and  that  all  his  terrors  have 
not  been  able  to  drive  them  away  from 
him  :  for  although  he  fometimes  chaftifes ; 
yet,  like  an  indulgent  parent,  he  mixes 
fuch  bleffings  along  with  his  chaftifements, 
that  their  affe&ions  can  never  be  eflranged; 
for  at  the  fame  time  that  he  threatens  with 
a  rod  of  iron,  he  pours  down  upon  them 
all  the  bleffings  of  the  age  of  gold. 

Adieu. — We  are  now  going  to  pay  our 
refpe&s  to  the  viceroy,  and  make  our 
farewell  vilits. — This  ceremony  never  fails 
to  throw  a  damp  on  my  lpirits  ;  but  I  have 
feldom  found  it  fo  ftrong  as  at  prefent, 
there  being  little  or  no  probability  that 
we  {hall  ever  fee  again  a  number  of  worthy 

people 
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people  we  are  juft  now  going  to  take  leave 
of,  or  that  we  fhall  ever  have  it  in  our 
power  to  make  any  return  for  the  many 
civilities  we  have  received  from  them. 

Farewell.  The  wind  we  are  told  is  fair, 
and  I  fhall  probably  be  the  bearer  of  this 
to  the  continent,  from  whence  you  may 
foon  exped  to  hear  from,  &c. 
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letter  XXXVIII. 


Naples,  Auguft  ift. 


FTERtwo  days  delightful  failing,  we 


have  again  arrived  in  this  city ;  where, 
to  our  infinite  joy,  we  have  found  all  the 
worthy  friends  we  had  left  behind  us. 
This  indeed  was  neceffary,  to  wipe  out  the 
impreffions  wdiich  the  leaving  of  Sicily  had 
occafioned.  We  fhall  ftill  remain  here,  at 
leaft  for  three  months,  till  the  feafon  of  the 
Mai  Aria  is  entirely  over.  You  know  the 
danger  of  travelling  through  the  Cam¬ 
pania  during  that  feafon  ;  which  although 
it  is  looked  upon  by  many  of  our  learned 
doctors  as  a  vulgar  error,  yet  we  certainly 
fhall  not  fubmit  ourfelves  to  the  .  experi¬ 
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We  propofe  to  pafs  the  winter  at  Rome, 
where  we  Ihall  probably  find  occupation 
enough  for  four  or  five  months. — From 
thence  by  Loretto*  Bologna,  &c.  to  Ve¬ 
nice  ;  the  old  beaten  track.— We  fhall  then 
leave  the  parched  fields  of  Italy,  for  the 
delightful  cool  mountains  of  Switzerland  ; 
—where  liberty  and  fimplicity,  long  fince 
banifhed  from  polifhed  nations,  ftill  flourifh 
in  their  original  purity  ;  where  the  tem¬ 
perature  and  moderation  of  the  climate, 
and  that  of  the  inhabitants,  are  mutually 
emblematical  of  each  other. — For  whilft 
other  nations  are  fcorched  by  the  heat  of 
the  fun,  and  the  ftill  more  fcorching  heats 
of  tyranny  and  fuperftition ;  here  the 
genial  breezes  for  ever  fan  the  air,  and 
heighten  that  alacrity  and  joy  which  li¬ 
berty  and  innocence  alone  can  infpire ; — 
here  the  genial  flow  of  the  foul  has  never 
yet  been  check’d  by  the  idle  and  ufelefs 
refinements  of  art ;  but  opens  and  expands 
itfelf  to  all  the  calls  of  affection  and  bene- 
Vol.  II.  A  a  volence 
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volence.—— But  I  muft  flop.  You  know  my 
old  attachment  to  that  primitive  country.— 
It  never  fails  to  run  away  with  me.  We 
propofe  then,  to  make  this  the  fcene  of  our 
fummer  pleafures ;  and  by  that  time,  I  can 
forefee,  we  fhall  be  heartily  tired  of  Art, 
and  fhall  begin  again  to  languifh  after 
Nature.  It  is  fhe  alone  that  can  give  any 
real  or  lafting  pleafure,  and  in  all  our 
purfuits  of  happinefs,  if  fhe  is  not  our 
guide,  we  never  can  attain  our  end. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend.  You  have  been 
our  faithful  companion  during  this  Tour, 
and  have  not  contributed  a  little  to  its 
pleafure.  If  it  has  afforded  equal  enter¬ 
tainment  to  you,  we  fhall  beg  of  you  flill 
to  accompany  us  through  the  reft  of  our 
travels.  A  man  muft  have  a  miferable  ima¬ 
gination  indeed,  that  can  be  in  folitude, 
whilft  he  has  fuch  friends  to  converfe 
with  ;  the  consideration  of  it  foon  removes 
the  mountains  and  Teas  that  feparate  us, 

and 
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and  produces  thefe  fympathetic  feelings, 
which  are  the  only  equivalent  for  the  real 
abfence  of  a  friend  ;  for  I  never  fit  down  to 
write,  but  I  fee  you  placed  on  the  oppofite 
fide  of  the  table,  and  fuppofe  that  we  are 
juft  talking  over  the  tranfadions  of  the 
day.  And  without  your  prefence  to  ani¬ 
mate  me,  how  is  it  poflible  that  I  could 
have  had  patience  to  write  thefe  enormous 
epiftles  ? — Adieu.  We  are  foon  going  to 
make  fome  excurfions  through  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Naples  :  and  if  they  produce  any 
thing  worthy  of  your  obfervation,  we  mu  ft 
beg  that  you  will  ftill  fubmit  to  be  one  of 
the  party. 

I  ever  am, 

Moft  fincerely  and  affedionately,  yours, 
PAT.  BPvYDONE. 


FINIS. 


